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NUCLEAR ISSUES

1. The summer of 2021 was one of the hottest on record, seeing an increase of average temperatures
worldwide. This has contributed to the urgency of ongoing conversations about climate change,
which is behind the increase in temperatures, and the actions needed to tackle it. One of the key
issues is energy decarbonization and how to achieve it. Nuclear energy is one of the more
controversial avenues for a transition to decarbonized energy, with inconsistent public support and
debates about whether its classification as a sustainable energy source is justified.

Source:https://thediplomat.com/2021/10/nuclear-energy-in-kazakhstan-the-problem-of-accountab
ility/ 02 October  2021

2. With governments around the world recognizing the urgent need to reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
nuclear energy looks like being an increasingly major player in the energy mix of the coming
decades. But, for many people, what nuclear energy technology is today and what it will be
tomorrow is something only vaguely understood. So how do nuclear reactors work, and can the atom
become "our friend" again?

Source: https://newatlas.com/energy/how-do-nuclear-reactors-work/ 02 October 2021

3. For more than a decade, Washington has struggled to prioritize what it calls great power competition
with China — a contest for military and political dominance. President Biden has been working hard
to make the pivot to Asia that his two predecessors never quite managed. The landmark defense pact
with Australia and Britain, AUKUS, that Mr. Biden announced this month is a major step to making
that pivot a reality. Under the agreement, Australia will explore hosting U.S. bombers on its territory,
gain access to advanced missiles and receive nuclear propulsion technology to power a new fleet of
submarines.

Source:https://www.wionews.com/opinions-blogs/biden-you-should-be-aware-that-your-submarin
e-deal-has-costs-417409 20 October 2021

4. The National Council of Resistance of Iran (NCRI), and the People’s Mujahedin of Iran
(PMOI/MEK) reported that because of the regime's non-transparent and risky nuclear programme,
meddling in the Middle East, support for terrorism, and, most importantly, human rights violations,
Iran has been isolated internationally for many years.

Source:https://www.einnews.com/pr_news/552788276/video-iran-s-self-destructive-policies-are-a-
major-cause-of-int-l-isolation 02 October 2021

5. Nevertheless, unless eight key states—China, Egypt, India, Iran, North Korea, Pakistan, Russia, and
the United States—actually ratify the treaty, it cannot enter into force. That raises serious questions
about the durability of the unofficial testing moratorium that nuclear-armed countries are currently
observing and about the long-term future of the Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive
Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO) and its sophisticated global network of sensors that
monitor for nuclear testing.

Source:https://www.armscontrol.org/act/2021-10/features/confronting-comprehensive-test-ban-tre
aty-challenge-interview-new-ctbto 02 October 2021
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MISSILES/BIO WEAPONS

________________________________________________________________________________

1. North Korea fired a newly developed anti-aircraft missile on Thursday, state media KCNA reported,
the latest in a recent series of weapons tests that has come as denuclearisation talks with the United
States have deadlocked.It was North Korea's second known weapons test this week after the launch
of a previously unseen hypersonic missile on Tuesday. It has also fired ballistic missiles and a cruise
missile with potential nuclear capabilities in recent weeks.

Source:https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/north-korea-says-it-test-fired-remarkable-new-anti-aircr
aft-missile-report-2561057 02 October 2021

2. The review comes as the United States pursues new programs to defend the homeland against limited
long-range ballistic missile attacks and Russia continues to insist that new arms control talks address
U.S. missile defenses.“The Missile Defense Review is currently underway,” Lt. Col. Uriah Orland, a
Defense Department spokesman, told Arms Control Today on Aug. 13. “The review started in late
June, and it will be finalized in conjunction with the National Defense Strategy early next year.”

Source: https://www.armscontrol.org/act/2021-10/news/missile-defense-review-begin02 October
2021

3. Tucson-based Raytheon Missiles & Defense has been awarded a contract worth up to $1.3 billion to
produce the latest version of a ship-defense missile for the U.S. Navy and allied nations.The contract
from the Naval Sea Systems Command initially awards Raytheon $358 million for full-rate
production of the Evolved SeaSparrow Missile (ESSM) Block 2 through March 2025.

Source:https://tucson.com/business/tucson-based-raytheon-unit-wins-1-3b-contract-for-ship-defen
se-missiles/article_d6a3194c-22e7-11ec-ad0e-7fe345c3f784.html 02 October 2021

4. Northrop Grumman has received a U.S. Navy contract for the low-rate initial production of guided
air-launched missiles with extended range and anti-radiation capabilities meant to upgrade the strike
distance of existing naval aircraft projectiles.The Navy plans to integrate the upcoming AGM-88G
Advanced Anti-Radiation Guided Missile Extended Range weapons on its F/A-18E/F Super Hornet,
EA-18HG Growler and F-35C Lightning II aircraft, the company said Thursday.

Source:https://blog.executivebiz.com/2021/10/northrop-to-start-low-rate-initial-production-of-nav
y-anti-radiation-missile/ 02 October 2021

5. North Korea has successfully fired a new anti-aircraft missile, state media said Friday as the UN
Security Council failed to issue a statement after an emergency meeting on the recent flurry of
weapons tests by the nuclear-armed nation.The anti-aircraft missile had a "remarkable combat
performance" and included twin rudder controls and other new technologies, the official Korean
Central News Agency said.It is the latest in a series of tension-raising steps by Pyongyang, which
had until recently been biding its time since the change in US administrations in January.
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Source:
https://www.news.com.au/breaking-news/n-korea-tests-antiaircraft-missile-state-media/news-story/
4708ceae301846d0d64aeac28c248f1b 02 October 2021

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION

_________________________________________________________________________________

1. Russia has voiced concern over the AUKUS defence deal between Australia, the United States and
the United Kingdom, warning the pact threatens global nuclear non-proliferation efforts. Under the
trilateral agreement for the Indo-Pacific region, announced last month, Australia will become only
the second country after the UK to be given access to the US nuclear technology to build
nuclear-powered submarines.

Source:https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/10/1/russia-says-aukus-pact-threatens-nuclear-non-
proliferation-regime 02 October 2021

2. Australia could become the first non-nuclear-weapon state to field a nuclear-powered submarine as
part of a new trilateral security partnership with the United States and United Kingdom known as
AUKUS. The initiative was unveiled at a joint virtual press conference held Sept. 15.

Source:https://www.armscontrol.org/act/2021-10/news/us-uk-pledge-nuclear-submarines-australi
a 02 October 2021

3. On 15 September 2021, two members of the Quad—the United States (US) and Australia—along
with the United Kingdom (UK) issued a joint statement to create a higher “trilateral security
partnership called ‘AUKUS’” to meet the new challenges of the 21st century. The statement, in the
very opening sentence, clearly mentioned that these challenges are emanating from the Indo-Pacific
region.

Source: https://www.thedispatch.in/the-nuclear-submarine-deal-of-the-new-troika/ 02 October
2021

UN REFORMS

_________________________________________________________________________________

1. October 2, the peace activist's birth anniversary, is observed annually as International Day of
Non-Violence. On the occasion of International Day of Non-Violence, observed annually on October
2 on the birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, United Nations secretary-general Antonio Guterres
stressed the need to “usher in a new era of peace and tolerance” and urged countries to pay heed to
the peace activist's message of non-violence.

Source:https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/international-day-of-non-violence-un-chief-
urges-world-to-follow-mahatma-gandhi-s-message-of-peace-101633139731356.html 02 October
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2. The UN Security Council held an emergency meeting Friday on North Korea's recent missile tests
but failed to agree on a joint statement, diplomats said.The closed door meeting lasted just over an
hour. It was requested by the United States -- a rare show of initiative in recent years -- France and
Britain. The goal was to examine North Korea's launch early this week of what it called a hypersonic
glide vehicle. On Friday North Korean state media said the country has tested a new anti-aircraft
missile.

Source:https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/un-security-council-fails-to-agree-on-statement-on-nort
h-korea-2560993 02 October 2021

3. The United Nations has condemned the killing of Rohingya community leader Mohibullaha in the
Cox’s Bazar area of Bangladesh on Wednesday and called on the authorities to investigate the
incident, reports Reuters. The UN Spokesperson urged the Bangladeshi authorities to investigate the
killing and hold the people responsible for it to account.The US Secretary of State Antony Blinken
called Mohibullah a fierce advocate of the human rights of Rohingya Muslims around the world and
demanded a transparent investigation into the case.UNHCR, US Ambassador to Bangladesh , UK
High Commissioner and European Union in Bangladesh among several other diplomats in
Bangladesh and international organisations expressed shock at the incident and demanded an
investigation into the incident.

Source:https://newsonair.com/2021/10/01/un-calls-for-investigation-into-killing-of-rohingya-leade
r-mohibullah-family-blames-arsa-insurgents/ 02 October 2021

4. The United Nations Human Rights Office has responded to India's recent rejection of the UN Human
Rights chief's remarks that "restrictive measures in Kashmir can result in human rights violations and
foster further tensions and discontent". The UN Human Rights chief had described India's use of the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act as well as "frequent" temporary communication blackouts in
Kashmir as "worrying".

Source:https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/un-official-on-indias-rejection-of-kashmir-comments-ou
r-job-to-protect-vulnerable-2560157 02 October 2021

5. The United Nations does not accept Ethiopia's decision to expel seven senior U.N. officials as famine
looms in the war-torn region of Tigray, U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres told Ethiopian
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed on Friday.

Source:https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/un-decries-ethiopia-expulsions-says-52-million-need
-aid-tigray-2021-10-01/ 02 October 2021

https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/un-security-council-fails-to-agree-on-statement-on-north-korea-2560993
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/un-security-council-fails-to-agree-on-statement-on-north-korea-2560993
https://newsonair.com/2021/10/01/un-calls-for-investigation-into-killing-of-rohingya-leader-mohibullah-family-blames-arsa-insurgents/
https://newsonair.com/2021/10/01/un-calls-for-investigation-into-killing-of-rohingya-leader-mohibullah-family-blames-arsa-insurgents/
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/un-official-on-indias-rejection-of-kashmir-comments-our-job-to-protect-vulnerable-2560157
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/un-official-on-indias-rejection-of-kashmir-comments-our-job-to-protect-vulnerable-2560157
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/un-decries-ethiopia-expulsions-says-52-million-need-aid-tigray-2021-10-01/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/un-decries-ethiopia-expulsions-says-52-million-need-aid-tigray-2021-10-01/

