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NUCLEAR ISSUES

1. Iran has produced more than 120 kilogrammes (265 pounds) of 20 percent enriched uranium,

according to its nuclear chief, a considerable increase compared with the global nuclear watchdog’s

latest report. In an interview broadcast on state television late on Saturday, Atomic Energy

Organization of Iran (AEOI) head Mohammad Eslami said it has more than complied with a

December parliament law that demanded production of 120 kilogrammes of 20 percent enriched

uranium in one year.

Source:https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/10/10/irans-nuclear-chief-reports-jump-in-20-perce

nt-enriched-uranium 12 October  2021

2. As many as 10 European Union countries have come out in support of nuclear power, demanding for

it to be added to the list of energy sources that are both climate and environmental friendly. On

Sunday, October 10, an op-ed in support of nuclear energy was published by France, the Czech

Republic, Romania, Slovenia, Croatia, Hungary, Finland, Slovakia, Poland and Bulgaria, reported

news agency Sputnik. The above-mentioned countries noted that including nuclear energy in the

European taxonomy before the end of the year is critical because it protects European consumers

from price instability and contributes to the independence of EU power generation sources in the

face of rising gas prices. In their op-ed, the ten countries also stated that the expansion of the EU

nuclear industry may result in the creation of roughly a million highly qualified jobs in Europe,

reported Sputnik citing Le Parisien, a French daily.

Source:https://www.republicworld.com/world-news/europe/10-european-union-nations-bat-for-inc

lusion-of-nuclear-energy-in-green-list.html 12 October 2021

3. The head of the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI) said that his country’s stockpile of 20

percent enriched uranium has exceeded 120 kg, Tasnim news agency reported on Sunday.Regarding

the storage of 20 percent enriched uranium, “we have exceeded 120 kg and in this matter, we are

ahead of the plan,” Mohammad Eslami, the head of the AEOI, was quoted as saying. According to

the 2015 nuclear deal, also known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), “20 percent
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uranium fuel was supposed to be given to the Tehran reactor, but it was not given,” Xinhua news

agency quoted Eslami as saying.

Source:https://www.thestatesman.com/world/irans-20-enriched-uranium-stockpile-exceeds-120-kg

-nuclear-chief-1503016810.html 12 October 2021

4. During his visit, Hagiuda told Fukushima Governor Masao Uchibori and the mayors of

municipalities hosting the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant that his Ministry would put full

efforts to deal with the release of treated radioactive water from the facility damaged by the

devastating earthquake and tsunami in March 2011, reports Xinhua news agency. In the meeting,

Uchibori requested the central government to handle issues such as the lifting of an evacuation order

for residents near the damaged power plant.

Source:https://www.siasat.com/japan-minister-vows-to-promote-scrapping-of-fukushima-nuclear-

plant-2206291/ 12 October 2021

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION

________________________________________________________________________________

1. Pakistan nuclear scientist Abdul Qadeer Khan passed away on Sunday. Revered as a hero in his

country he was also one of the most notorious nuclear smugglers in the world. AQ Khan was brought

to the hospital on Saturday night after his health deteriorated, reported Geo News. Later, he passed

away today at 7:04 am. Doctors have said Dr AQ Khan died after his lungs collapsed. He was 85.

Source:https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/aq-khan-architect-of-pak-s-atom-

bomb-scientist-and-nuclear-proliferator-121101000442_1.html 12 October 2021

2. While the international disarmament machinery remains elemental in the pursuit of a world free of

weapons of mass destruction, that effort is stalling in the face of unabated existential threats,

delegates emphasized today, as the First Committee (Disarmament and International Security)

entered the fifth day of its general debate. Speakers said that multilateral processes, procedures and

practices are the ideal means by which to address disarmament and non-proliferation issues, given

the common human desire for real peace and security, and to further direct resources towards
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peaceful purposes. However, many delegates repeatedly stressed the dangers of an emerging new

arms race, despite the important entry-into-force of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear

Weapons in January.

Source:https://reliefweb.int/report/world/disarmament-efforts-stalling-amid-emerging-arms-race-

upgrading-nuclear-arsenals 12 October 2021

3. The Iran nuclear deal, also known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, is the latest

experiment in how much UN nuclear inspector access states will tolerate. However, it is under

exceptional stress from those who believe military coercion is more effective than systems of denial

in stemming proliferation. Days after the least competitive presidential election in the Islamic

Republic’s history, a drone attack at a centrifuge production facility on June 23 damaged the IAEA’s

monitoring and surveillance equipment. While the Israeli government did not comment on the attack,

the Iran Centrifuge Technology Company, located in the city of Karaj, was reportedly “on a list of

targets that Israel presented to the Trump administration early last year.” Now, Iran has allowed the

IAEA to service cameras in every location but the Karaj site.

Source:https://thebulletin.org/2021/10/preventing-an-accidental-nuclear-crisis-in-iran-and-beyon

d/ 12 October 2021

4. A nuclear engineer for the U.S. Navy and his wife have been charged with trying to share some of

the United States’ most closely held secrets on submarine technology with another country,

according to court documents unsealed on Sunday. The engineer, Jonathan Toebbe, was accused of

trying to sell information on the nuclear propulsion system of Virginia-class attack submarines — the

technology at the heart of a recent deal that the United States and Britain struck with Australia.

Soure: https://www.nytimes.com 12 October 2021
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MISSILES/BIO-WEAPONS

1. The Varyag missile cruiser belonging to the Pacific Fleet and the Admiral Tributs large

anti-submarine ship held anti-aircraft missile firings in the Sea of Japan, the Fleet’s press office

reported on Monday. "The crews of the Fleet’s Guards Order of Nakhimov Missile Cruiser Flagship

Varyag and the Admiral Tributs large anti-submarine warship held planned drills in the Sea of Japan,

where air defense launches of the Fort, Klinok and Osa anti-aircraft missile systems against

high-speed flying targets as part of the final inspection for the summer training period were carried

out," the report says.

Source: https://tass.com/defense/1347887 12 October 2021

2. Russia has been working for several years on a long-range anti-ballistic missile system named

Aerostat. The fact that it is being developed by the country’s sole manufacturer of solid-fuel

intercontinental ballistic missiles suggests that it may very well have a range allowing it to double as

a counter space system. The oddly named ABM system (“aerostat” is a general term for unpowered

balloons and airships) has never been mentioned in the Russian press or openly discussed by Russian

military analysts, but its existence and basic design features can be determined through open-source

intelligence.

Source: https://www.thespacereview.com/article/4262/1 12 October 2021

3. The Philippine Navy on Friday took delivery of its first-ever Mistral 3 surface-to-air missiles

(SAMs) as part of the military’s ongoing modernization program. Delivered by French-based arms

missile manufacturer MBDA, the new weapon system will be fitted to the country’s BRP Jose Rizal

(FF-150) and BRP Antonio Luna (FF-151) naval warships.

Source: https://www.thedefensepost.com/2021/10/11/philippines-navy-mistral-missiles/ 12 October

2021
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UN REFORMS

_________________________________________________________________________________

1. “If we do not act and help Afghans weather this storm, and do it soon, not only they but all the world

will pay a heavy price”, Mr. Guterres told journalists in New York, ahead of Tuesday, when G20

leading industrialized nations will meet to discuss the country embroiled in crisis. Currently, at least

18 million people, or about half of the country’s population are affected. “Without food, without

jobs, without their rights protected, we will see more and more Afghans fleeing their homes in search

of a better life. The flow of illicit drugs, criminal and terrorist networks will also likely increase”,

Mr. Guterres warned. For him, “this will not only badly affect Afghanistan itself, but also the region

and the rest of the world”.

Source: https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/10/1102722 12 October 2021

2. Warning that Afghanistan is facing “a make-or-break moment,” the United Nations chief on Monday

urged the world to prevent the country's economy from collapsing.Secretary-General Antonio

Guterres also appealed to the Taliban to stop breaking its promises to allow women to work and girls

to have access to all levels of education.

Source:https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/afghanistan-faces-make-or-break-moment-s

ays-un-chief/article36955635.ece 12 October 2021

3. This is the fourth year that drought has devastated southern Madagascar.Climate change is battering

the Indian Ocean island and several UN agencies have warned in the past few months of a ‘climate

change famine’ here.Madagascar produces less than 0.01% of global carbon dioxide emissions,

according to the World Carbon Project.

Source:https://science.thewire.in/environment/madagascar-prays-for-rain-as-un-warns-of-climate

-change-famine/ 12 October 2021

4. The United Nations and the government of Bangladesh have agreed to work together to

provide support to Rohingya refugees who have been relocated to the windswept island of

Bhasan Char in the Bay of Bengal.In a statement on Saturday, the United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) announced that the two sides had reached an agreement that

would grant the agency access to the l0w-lying island, which will allow it to help provide services

and protection for the 19,000 people living there.
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Source:https://thediplomat.com/2021/10/un-strikes-deal-for-access-to-bangladeshi-refugee-island/

12 October 2021

5. Developing nations and the head of the United Nations on Monday demanded a fairer global

distribution of COVID-19 vaccines and more funding from rich countries to help poorer ones adapt

to a hotter world. At a meeting to mark the 60th anniversary of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM),

founder member Ghana hit out at global powers for failing to share vaccines equitably, suggesting

poor nations were at the mercy of powerful states hoarding supplies.

Source:https://www.reuters.com/world/more-vaccines-climate-help-needed-poorer-nations-say-un-

non-aligned-movement-2021-10-11/ 12 October 2021
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