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NUCLEAR ISSUES

1. The father of Pakistan's atomic bomb and a proponent of nuclear proliferation, Abdul Qadeer Khan,
died Sunday at the age of 85 after a lengthy battle with COVID-19. He was a figure mired in
controversy who launched Pakistan's nuclear weapons program, but also admitted to sharing nuclear
technology secrets with Iran, Libya, and North Korea. Nick Schifrin reports.

Source:https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/a-look-at-the-life-of-a-q-khan-scientist-behind-pakist
ans-nuclear-weapons-program 13 October  2021

2. This will be Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett’s first official visit to Russia since taking office in
June, after his predecessor Benjamin Netanyahu's 12 straight years as Prime Minister. Israel's Prime
Minister will fly to Sochi in Russia next week to meet President Vladimir Putin for talks including
on Iran's nuclear programme, Naftali Bennett's office said on Tuesday.

Source:https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/iran-nuclear-deal-on-agenda-in-israeli-pms
-visit-to-russia/article36965416.ece 13 October 2021

3. What happened in Afghanistan is an epitome of the once-in-a-century changes across the world. The
most important thing to be learned is that the time has passed when superpower can just throw its
weight around. The United States is a giant, mighty and formidable, while Afghanistan is a war-torn
country, poor and weak. But everyone sees clearly how the United States left Afghanistan in a panic
after paying a high price. As we said before, gone are the days when one country, armed with only a
couple of cannons, could occupy another. The Afghan War once again shows that hegemony cannot
be maintained however advanced the weapons you have.

Source: https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/wjbxw/t1913968.shtml 13 October 2021

4. In an interview with Mehr on Tuesday, Abbas Moqtadaei reacted to recent remarks by some Western
officials who have said Iran's missiles should also be discussed in the talks intended revive the
JCPOA, saying, "Westerners should know that an independent and powerful country like the Islamic
Republic of Iran is not being blackmailed, and if we managed the Holy Defense for eight years and
resisted the U.S. sanctions and pressure, they were just because we wanted to maintain our
independence."He stated that the Islamic Republic had shown that it does not enter into negotiations
through blackmail, pressure, sanctions or any kinds of threat.

Source:https://www.tehrantimes.com/news/465955/Missiles-not-subject-to-negotiation-Iranian-M
P-says 13 October 2021

5. A ceremony was held yesterday to mark the facility's completion, which was attended by Orano
CEO Philippe Knoche, EDF CEO and Chairman Jean-Bernard Levy, CEA Chairman François Jacq,
as well as local elected representatives. Orano said the new facility - covering an area of 3200 square
metres - represents an investment of almost EUR15 million (USD17 million) and will employ around
20 highly-qualified workers. "Wishing to reinforce its know-how and make optimum use of its
cutting-edge technologies, Orano is developing a new activity on the Tricastin site: the production of
stable isotopes, in other words of non-radioactive elements, thanks to the technological expertise and
know-how of the teams on the site," the company said.
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Source: https://world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Orano-completes-new-stable-isotopes-laboratory
13 October 2021

MISSILES/BIO WEAPONS

________________________________________________________________________________

1. James Bond is as infamous as the shaken-not-stirred martini itself, for who else can embody the
swagger, suave, reckless, but over everything, masterful ploy of both action and love. After nearly
six full years, Mr. Bond returns to theaters in Daniel Craig’s final run as the MI6 super agent.

Source:https://dailyfreepress.com/2021/10/11/cinephilia-no-time-to-die-marks-daniel-craigs-stron
g-but-complex-return/ 13 October 2021

2. Russia has been working for several years on a long-range anti-ballistic missile system named
Aerostat. The fact that it is being developed by the country’s sole manufacturer of solid-fuel
intercontinental ballistic missiles suggests that it may very well have a range allowing it to double as
a counter space system. The oddly named ABM system (“aerostat” is a general term for unpowered
balloons and airships) has never been mentioned in the Russian press or openly discussed by Russian
military analysts, but its existence and basic design features can be determined through open-source
intelligence.

Source: https://www.thespacereview.com/article/4262/1 13  October 2021

3. The Army’s somewhat mysterious Mid-Range Capability (MRC) has just transitioned from an early
research effort to a prototyping phase, with the service planning to field a first prototype in fiscal
2023, according to Marcia Holmes, who leads the effort for the service’s Rapid Capabilities and
Critical Technologies Office.

Source:https://breakingdefense.com/2021/10/armys-mid-range-capability-builds-on-navy-missiles-
to-speed-fielding/ 13 October 2021

4. Major players in the hypersonic missiles market are Lockheed Martin, Raytheon Technologies,
Northrop Grumman, Boeing, Saab AB, Systima Technologies, Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Ltd. ,
Tactical Missiles Corporation, China Aerospace Science and Industry Corporation, Thales Group,
and Denel Dynamics.

Source:https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2021/10/12/2312273/0/en/Hypersonic-Missil
es-Global-Market-Report-2021-COVID-19-Growth-And-Change.html 13 October 2021

5. In an interview with Mehr on Tuesday, Abbas Moqtadaei reacted to recent remarks by some Western
officials who have said Iran's missiles should also be discussed in the talks intended revive the
JCPOA, saying, "Westerners should know that an independent and powerful country like the Islamic
Republic of Iran is not being blackmailed, and if we managed the Holy Defense for eight years and
resisted the U.S. sanctions and pressure, they were just because we wanted to maintain our
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independence."He stated that the Islamic Republic had shown that it does not enter into negotiations
through blackmail, pressure, sanctions or any kinds of threat.

Source:https://www.tehrantimes.com/news/465955/Missiles-not-subject-to-negotiation-Iranian-M
P-says 13 October 2021

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION

_________________________________________________________________________________

1. We live in the shadow of a nuclear threat. Studies show that a limited nuclear war between India and
Pakistan could result in 1 billion lives lost. A nuclear war between Russia and the United States
would be catastrophic for humanity. What are the nations of the world doing about it? What should
we as a church be doing?The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons entered into force
in 1970. It is the mainstay of global nonproliferation and disarmament efforts. Every five years, the
vast majority of the world's nations gather for a review conference. The 2020 review conference has
been postponed twice due to COVID-19. The postponement to 2022 may be a blessing, as it gives
the nuclear powers more time to make progress.

Source:https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/its-past-time-us-and-other-nuclear-powers-disar
m 13 October 2021

2. The Nuclear Posture Review (NPR) is of particular importance this year. Allies and rivals of the
United States are awaiting the release of the NPR with a mix of apprehension, ambivalence, and
skepticism. For some, the NPR will not go far enough in providing reassurances. For others, it will
be too ambitious in scope. For others still, it will reinforce old biases and deep-seated fears over
American hegemony and an inevitable return to a cold war mentality.

Source:https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/will-nuclear-posture-review-reveal-biden-doctrine-19
4974 13 October 2021

UN REFORMS

_________________________________________________________________________________

1. Addressing members of the Coalition of Finance Ministers for Climate Action, he highlighted their
critical role as the conference date fast approaches. “As Ministers of Finance, you hold the key to
success for COP26 and beyond,” he said in a video message to their latest meeting, held from
Washington, DC. “Your decisions and actions in the coming weeks will determine whether the global
economic recovery will be low-carbon, resilient and inclusive or whether it will lock-in fossil
fuel-intensive investments with high risks of stranded assets,” he added.

Source: https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/10/1102892 13 October 2021
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2. The human rights lawyer, who was arrested on 8 September, was a member of the Hong Kong
Alliance, an advocacy group which organized an annual candlelight vigil marking the 1989 protests
in Tiananmen Square.Several other activists have been similarly arrested and charged under the
National Security Law.The law came into force at the end of June last year, giving Chinese central
authorities greater power and control over all aspects of life in Hong Kong. “Terrorism and sedition
charges are being improperly used to stifle the exercise of fundamental rights, which are protected
under international law, including freedom of expression and opinion, freedom of peaceful assembly
and the right to participate in public affairs”, the Special Rapporteurs said, urging authorities to
refrain from the using the National Security Law and to reconsider its application.

Source: https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/10/1102882 13 October 2021

3. Addressing the UN Security Council High Level Open Debate on ‘Peacebuilding and sustaining
peace: Diversity, state building and the search for peace’, Minister of State for External Affairs V
Muraleedharan also spoke about the change in leadership in Afghanistan that he said happened
neither through negotiations nor was it inclusive, while calling for a broad-based and inclusive
process that involved representation of all sections of its citizens.

Source:https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-cites-rising-terrorism-in-africa-afghan-
regime-at-un-peacebuilding-debate-101634056724197.html 13 October 2021

4. The British official who will preside over an upcoming U.N. climate summit said on Tuesday that
he’s losing sleep over how to get long-promised funding for poorer nations to switch to cleaner
energy and cope with the worst impacts of climate change.

Source:https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/un-climate-summit-leader-alok-sharma-say
s-funding-key-to-success/article36966232.ece 13 October 2021

5. A UN panel said it could not immediately rule on a complaint by Swedish teenager Greta Thunberg
and others that state inaction on climate change violates children’s rights, adding that they should
have taken the case to national courts first.The complaint was filed with the UN Committee on the
Rights of the Child in 2019 and the 18-member panel has been conducting hearings and deliberating
since.The 15 activists, aged between eight and 17 at the time, had argued that France, Turkey, Brazil,
Germany and Argentina had known about the risk of climate change for decades but failed to curb
their carbon emissions.

Source:https://indianexpress.com/article/world/un-panel-says-it-cant-rule-on-climate-case-brough
t-by-greta-thunberg-7568259/ 13 October 2021
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