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NUCLEAR ISSUES

1. US Secretary of State Antony Blinken on Wednesday warned that the US would turn to "other

options" if diplomacy fails to curb Iran's nuclear programme, saying "time is running

short".Blinken on Wednesday met with his counterparts of Israel and the United Arab Emirates

(UAE) in the State Department over bilateral and trilateral cooperation as well as regional

security issues, including Iran, Xinhua news agency reported.

Source:https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/blinken-warns-of-other-opti

ons-if-diplomacy-fails-on-iran-nuke-issue-121101400112_1.html 14 October  2021

2. A pending visit to Tehran by the European Union coordinator for talks to revive the Iran

nuclear deal cannot be deemed "business as usual" given escalating Iranian nuclear activities

and the stalling of negotiations since June, European diplomats said.

Source:https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/france-says-eu-visit-iran-critical-future-n

uclear-talks-2021-10-13/

3. Indian Ambassador to the UN Conference on Disarmament, Pankaj Sharma on Wednesday

noted that India is a responsible nuclear weapon State and maintains a policy of credible

minimum deterrence, based on a no-first-use posture and non-use of nuclear weapons against

non-nuclear-weapon States. Speaking at the 76th Session of the UN General Assembly, the

Indian diplomat stated that global peace and security faces multiple and evolving threats -

including weapons of mass destruction, terrorism and cyber threats.

Source:https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/india-responsible-nuclear-weapon-state-indian-am

bassador-to-un-conference-on-disarmament-2574868 14 October 2021

4. This summer, U.S. analysts using commercial satellite imagery discovered that China was

significantly expanding its nuclear forces and building hundreds of new missile silos. With the

new silos, China could potentially double the size of its arsenal of intercontinental ballistic

missiles. The news sent shockwaves through Washington. The head of Strategic Command
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called the developments “breathtaking,” and the news is sure to embolden efforts to fund U.S.

nuclear modernization efforts on Capitol Hill. While the United States has a much larger

nuclear force than China — with 3,750 nuclear warheads in its nuclear weapons stockpile

compared to China’s 350 warheads — it will still likely take a forceful response to China’s

latest nuclear developments.

Source:https://warontherocks.com/2021/10/chinas-missile-silos-and-the-sino-indian-nuclear

-competition/ 14 October 2021

5. Sister Megan Rice, whose yearslong crusade against nuclear weapons included serving two

years behind bars for a felony, died Oct. 10 at the Rosemont residence of her religious order,

the Society of the Holy Child Jesus. She was 91. Colleen Carroll, director of communications

for the order, said the cause of death was congestive heart failure.

Source:https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2021/10/13/sister-megan-rice-obituary-2416
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NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION

____________________________________________________________________________

1. Israel’s atomic weapons are the true threat to Middle East peace, the Iranian and Syrian envoys

alleged to the United Nations as they called on the Jewish state to support a regional

nuclear-free zone.“Nuclear weapons in the hands of this regime pose the most serious threat to

the security of all states in the Middle East,” the Iranian envoy told the General Assembly’s

First Committee during a discussion Tuesday on global nuclear disarmament.

Source:https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/israels-nuclear-weapons-are-the-true-middle-east

-threat-iran-warns-un-681850 14 October 2021

2. It was a moment of pride for an economically weak nation that grappled with harsh US

sanctions and arms-control barriers. Earlier that month, archrival India carried out a set of

nuclear detonations. That Pakistan was able to respond quickly meant it had acquired the
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technology even as global powers tried to stop it. Towns and cities were decked with Pakistani

flags to celebrate the occasion. \

Source:https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/aq-khan-did-he-trade-nuclear-bomb-designs-for

-money-or-out-of-defiance-50720 14 October 2021

3. Terming AUKUS as a "textbook case" of nuclear proliferation based on the "Cold War

mentality and narrow-minded geopolitical calculation", a Geneva-based Chinese diplomat on

Wednesday criticised the formation of the AUKUS pact among the United States, Britain and

Australia.

Source:http://www.catchnews.com/world/aukus-is-textbook-case-of-nuclear-proliferation-ch

inese-envoy-224645.html 14 October 2021

MISSILES/BIO WEAPONS

__________________________________________________________________________________

1. As the EU prepares to hold talks to revive the 2015 nuclear deal on Thursday, Iran's

military declared that it had "successfully" tested its anti-missile defences during its

war games. Iran had conducted military exercises on Tuesday to reportedly destroy

incoming cruise missiles at "sensitive sites".

Source:https://www.wionews.com/world/ahead-of-talks-with-eu-on-nuclear-deal-iran-tests-a

nti-missile-defences-420489 14 October 2021

2. The government has so far made efforts to ensure that defense against ballistic missiles is

sufficient. But we understand that we can protect the lives and peaceful existence of the people by

simply increasing the ability to intercept missiles,” Kishida said during a hearing in the upper

house of parliament. He noted that recently, hypersonic missiles, nuclear weapons, missiles that

can change the flight path have been developed around the world and stressed that “under these
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conditions, the government will consider missile defense from various points of view, including

implementing additional measures.” Fumio Kishida became the 100th Prime Minister of Japan last

Monday. Since October 11, he has been answering questions from party representatives in both

houses of parliament for three days. After that, the lower house of parliament will be dissolved, and

new parliamentary elections will be held on October 31.

Source:https://eurasiantimes.com/aegis-ashore-deal-japan-wants-to-boost-defenses-chinese-

n-korean-threats/ 14 October 2021

3. On September 29, North Korea announced the previous day’s launch of “a hypersonic missile

Hwasong-8.”It also released a photograph showing a liquid-propellant rocket resembling a

shortened version of the Hwasong-12 intermediate-range ballistic missile (IRBM) in the early

stages of flight.

Source:https://www.38north.org/2021/10/six-takeaways-from-north-koreas-hypersonic-missi

le-announcement/ 14 October 2021

UN REFORMS

____________________________________________________________________________

1. The decision on Paraguay (in Spanish) marked the first time it has affirmed that for indigenous

people, “home” should be understood in the context of their special relationship with their

territories, including their livestock, crops and way of life. “For indigenous peoples, their

lands represent their home, culture and community. Serious environmental damages have

severe impacts on indigenous people’s family life, tradition, identity and even lead to the

disappearance of their community. It dramatically harms the existence of the culture of the

group as a whole,” said Committee member Hélène Tigroudja.

Source: https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/10/1102922 14 October 2021

2. Global targets to eradicate hunger by 2030 will be missed as a “toxic cocktail” of the climate

crisis, conflict and the Covid-19 pandemic reverses progress, new projections have

revealed.The fight to end hunger is “dangerously off track” and the UN sustainable
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development goal of zero hunger “tragically distant”, according to the 2021 Global Hunger

Index (GHI), published on Thursday. Forty-seven countries will fail to achieve even low levels

of hunger (i.e. countries that have adequate food and low numbers of child deaths) by 2030 and

millions of people will experience severe hunger in the coming years.

Source:https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/oct/14/un-development-goal-

of-zero-hunger-tragically-distant-global-index-shows 14 October 2021

3. The United States is returning to the UN Human Rights Council three-and-a-half years after its

dramatic walk-out -- time seized upon by China to assert wider influence.The United Nations

General Assembly elects new members of the UN's top rights body on Thursday, with

countries kicking off their three-year council term from January 1.Though member states are

chosen in a secret ballot, the election is a non-contest, with 18 candidate countries standing for

18 seats.

Source:https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/world/us-set-to-rejoin-un-human-rights-counci

l-after-walk-out-7580291.html 14 October 2021

4. The United Nations urged all parties on Wednesday to enable unhindered and long-term

humanitarian assistance access to Northern Ethiopia while describing the situation in that

region as "unpredictable and volatile." According to the UN Office for the Coordination of

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the most impacted regions are in the Tigray, Amhara, and Afar

divisions. The supply of humanitarian aid into Tigray is severely restricted. The

Semera-Abala-Mekelle corridor is the sole way in for delivering the supply.

Source: https://www.un.org/sg/en/node/259943 14 October 2021
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