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NUCLEAR ISSUES

1. Are nuclear weapons the answer to Seoul’s security challenges? Amidst a flurry of North Korean

nuclear-capable missile testing and persistent stresses in the U.S.-South Korean security alliance,

conservative candidates in South Korea’s presidential primaries have called on the United States to

redeploy tactical nuclear weapons to the Korean Peninsula. Some have even argued that South Korea

should “independently seek nuclear armament” if the United States does not agree to redeploy. These

views found support from two American academics, Jennifer Lind and Daryl Press, who contend in a

provocative Washington Post op-ed that South Korean nuclear weapons may be “the only way” to

save the alliance. Arguing for allied proliferation is a highly unusual policy prescription. In contrast,

we believe that South Korean nuclear acquisition would be counterproductive and dangerous,

leaving both the alliance and South Korean security worse off.

Source:https://warontherocks.com/2021/10/why-south-korea-shouldnt-build-its-own-nuclear-bom

bs/

2. Russia and the United States have released their latest nuclear weapons count at a time when ties

between Moscow and the U.S.-led NATO military alliance were in freefall.The Russian Foreign

Ministry published on Monday its latest report on "the total number of strategic offensive arms," a

tally required every six months by both Moscow and Washington as per their bilateral New Strategic

Arms Reduction Treaty (New START) that entered into force in 2011.

Source:https://www.newsweek.com/russia-us-latest-nuclear-weapons-counts-moscow-nato-ties-coll

apse-1642486

3. The withdrawal of tactical nuclear weapons from Europe and the elimination of infrastructure for

them are a precondition for a dialogue on such weapons between Russia and the US, Russian

Ambassador to the US Anatoly Antonov said, speaking at the International Advisory Council of

James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies - CNS of Middlebury Institute of International

Studies at Monterey (California)

Source: https://tass.com/politics/1353987
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NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION

________________________________________________________________________________

1. The next U.N. conference on nuclear nonproliferation will be held in New York from Jan. 4 to 28,

the president of the gathering said Monday, after a postponement of more than a year and a half due

to the coronavirus pandemic. Gustavo Zlauvinen, a former deputy Argentine foreign minister who

will chair the upcoming review conference on the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, said in July that

he would aim to arrange the conference schedule for January 2022 while assessing the coronavirus

pandemic.

Source:https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2021/10/e7b8bc2892ed-un-nonproliferation-talks-to-be

-held-jan-4-28-in-new-york.html

2. If corrective actions aren’t taken immediately, the world will witness a nuclear arms race resulting in

a world with more nuclear weapons states and more nuclear weapons and fissile material sought by

rogue states and terrorists. Thus, the danger of stumbling into accidental nuclear conflict or a

terrorist group acquiring fissile material for a dirty bomb will become more of a security threat to all

nations.

Source: https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2021/oct/26/nuclear-arms-race/

MISSILES/BIO WEAPONS

_________________________________________________________________________________

1. Two recent tests of hypersonic glide vehicles by China have raised concerns over the rapid

gains Beijing was making in harnessing a new generation of weapons. The tests were

reported by Financial Times, and while US officials have remained tight-lipped, specialists

are being cagey about the capability that was demonstrated.

Source: https://www.orfonline.org/research/the-n-challenge-and-beyond/

2. Strategic Restraint Regime (SSR) was first offered by Pakistan to India in the year 1998. It consisted of

three significant elements; reduction in armed forces, stable deterrence and peacefully resolving all the

https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2021/10/e7b8bc2892ed-un-nonproliferation-talks-to-be-held-jan-4-28-in-new-york.html
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lingering disputes. It was proposed in response to the Cold Start Doctrine as a result of which India

planned combined military strikes inside Pakistan in order to prevent Pakistan from using strategic

weapons. While speaking at the UN, Pakistan’s permanent representative said that Pakistan’s offer for

Strategic Restraint Regime still remains on the table in order to ensure peace and stability in the region.

In light of the increasing threat of India’s pre-emptive strike, SSR would curb the arms build-up

highlighting Pakistan’s commitment towards non-proliferation in South Asia.

Source:https://www.eurasiareview.com/26102021-pakistans-proposal-for-strategic-restraint-regim

e-commitment-towards-non-proliferation-oped/

UN REFORMS

_________________________________________________________________________________

1. Their Emissions Gap report says country pledges will fail to keep the global temperature under

1.5C this century. The Unep analysis suggests the world is on course to warm around 2.7C with

hugely destructive impacts. But there is hope that, if long term net-zero goals are met, temperatures

can be significantly reined in.

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-59049770

2. Iran executed more than 250 people, including at least four child offenders, in 2020 and so far this

year has carried out 230 executions that included nine women and one child who was executed in

secret, the UN independent investigator on human rights in Iran said Monday. Javaid Rehman told

the UN General Assembly’s human rights committee that Iran continues to implement the death

penalty “at an alarming rate” and said “the absence of official statistics and lack of transparency

around executions means that this practice escapes scrutiny resulting in serious abuses preventing

accountability.”

Source:https://www.timesofisrael.com/iran-carries-out-secret-executions-at-alarming-rate-says-un

-investigator/

3. The world is squandering the opportunity to “build back better” from the Covid-19 pandemic, and

faces disastrous temperature rises of at least 2.7C if countries fail to strengthen their climate pledges,

according to a report from the UN. Tuesday’s publication warns that countries’ current pledges

would reduce carbon by only about 7.5% by 2030, far less than the 45% cut scientists say is needed

to limit global temperature rises to 1.5C, the aim of the Cop26 summit that opens in Glasgow this

Sunday.
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Source:https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/oct/26/world-wasted-chance-build-back-b
etter-covid-un
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