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DAILY TRACKER 

NUCLEAR ISSUES 

1. South Korea on Sunday urged North Korea to restore dormant communication hotlines, a day 

after the North repeated an offer to open conditional talks.The North might be seeking to extract 

concessions about two weeks after it raised tensions by carrying out its first missile tests in six 

months. North Korea has twice reached out to South Korea saying it’s open to talks if conditions 

are met. Kim Yo Jong, the powerful sister of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, said Saturday 

the two Koreas can take steps toward reconciliation if South Korea abandons “hostile policies” 

and “double-dealing standards.” 

Source:https://www.newindianexpress.com/world/2021/sep/26/south-korea-urges-north-to-

restore-hotlines-for-any-talks-2364022.html   26 September  2021 

2.  The U.N. nuclear watchdog said on Sunday Iran had failed to fully honour the terms of a deal 

struck two weeks ago to allow the watchdog's inspectors to service monitoring equipment in the 

country. 

Source:https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/iran-fails-fully-honour-agreement-

monitoring-equipment-iaea-says-2021-09-26/   26 September 2021 

3. The mankind is too close to nuclear annihilation, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 

tweeted on Sunday. "Nearly 14,000 nuclear weapons are stockpiled around the world. Humanity 

remains unacceptably close to nuclear annihilation," Guterres said. "Now is the time to lift the 

cloud of nuclear conflict for good, eliminate nuclear weapons from our world, and usher in a 

new era of trust and peace," he added.The International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear 

Weapons is celebrated on September 26. 

Source: https://tass.com/world/1342515  26 September 2021 

4.  The Valley News recently interviewed Gus Speth and reviewed his new book, They Knew: The 

Federal Government’s Fifty-Year Role in Causing the Climate Crisis (“Book says presidents 

failed to act: Environmental attorney from Strafford weighs in from the frontlines,” Sept. 

13).Speth cites the desire for economic growth as a major reason that fossil fuels have not been 

banned. This is probably true. Politicians and ordinary people usually favor prosperity. In my 
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own case, I hope for a future in which my four grandchildren (Speth has six) can get good jobs 

and live comfortably. 

Source: https://www.vnews.com/Forum-Sept-26-42631710 26 September 2021 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 

____________________________________________________________________________  

1. September brings us not only the crisp, cool days of the end of summer, but also some notable 

days. 9/11 was a somber anniversary of tragic events that brought devastation to our country and, 

subsequently, to the world; 9/21, the first day of autumn, is also the United Nations (UN) 

International Day of Peace; and 9/26 is the UN International Day for the Total Elimination of 

Nuclear Weapons. If 9/11 reminds us of the horrible consequences of violence and hatred, and 

the wholesale murder of innocents, the other two dates give us hope for a more peaceful future. 

This year, the theme for 9/21 is Recovering Better for an Equitable and Sustainable World. For 

that day, the UN called for a “sustained humanitarian pause” to local conflicts. Can we do that? 

Is it too much to ask for one day of peace in a world badgered by a pandemic that has already 

claimed millions of victims, hampered the education of many (Frederick News Post 9/18), and 

crippled economies worldwide; a world threatened by climate change that is already causing 

havoc with more intense hurricanes, higher sea level, more droughts and floods? 

Source:https://www.fredericknewspost.com/opinion/letter_to_editor/september-days-with-

critical-significance/article_6d033b78-5420-50eb-b440-5e77578b6b26.html   26 September 

2021 

2. Nuclear submarines have caught the world’s eye in recent weeks. On September 15th the United 

States, Australia and Britain announced the aukus pact to help Australia build nuclear subs, a 

military capability so potent that the United States has never shared it with any ally other than 

Britain. Yet on the other side of the Earth from Perth, where the Australian boats may one day 

be based, another middle-ranking power has been quietly honing the same technology for far 

longer. 
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Source:https://www.economist.com/the-americas/brazil-might-get-nuclear-powered-

submarines-even-before-australia/21805075  26 September 2021 

3.  PRIME MINISTER MORRISON: I don't think that's inevitable at all. I think what's in 

everybody's interests is a happy coexistence, but a happy coexistence that depends upon free 

nations like Australia, countries throughout the Indo-Pacific region living in a free and open 

Indo-Pacific. And that should be all of our objectives. And I welcome the- the moves that 

President Biden is making to connect with President Xi and seek to find that place where we can 

respect our differences, focus on the things we can work together on. But at all times, we have 

to, as sovereign nations, stand up for the values and beliefs that we hold. I think that's a 

prerequisite to a happy coexistence. 

Source:https://www.cbsnews.com/news/transcript-australian-prime-minister-scott-morrison-

face-the-nation-09-26-2021/  26 September 2021 

        MISSILES/BIO WEAPONS 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Turkey's president has said he would consider buying a second Russian missile system in 

defiance of strong objections by the United States.In an interview with American broadcaster 

CBS News, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said Turkey would have to decide its defense 

systems on its own.Speaking to correspondent Margaret Brennan in New York this past week, 

Erdogan explained that Turkey wasn't given the option to buy American-made Patriot missiles 

and the US hadn't delivered F-35 stealth jets despite a payment of USD 1.4 billion. 

Source:https://www.newindianexpress.com/world/2021/sep/26/turkey-could-buy-more-

russian-missiles-despite-us-warnings-2363983.html     26 September 2021  

2. Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said he was planning to buy another batch of Russian-

made missile defence systems, further straining ties with the US.Mr Erdogan said he was 

contemplating purchase of more Russian-made S-400 anti-aircraft missiles and said other 

countries could not tell Ankara what it should to do. “Nobody will be able to interfere in terms 
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of what kind of defence systems we acquire, from which country, at what level,” Mr Erdogan 

told CBS News. “Nobody can interfere with that. We are the only ones to make such decisions." 

Source:https://www.thenationalnews.com/world/us-news/2021/09/26/turkeys-erdogan-eyes-

more-russian-missiles-and-says-nobody-can-interfere/   26 September 2021  

3. China is now planning to create a hypersonic weapon that would be strong enough to destroy all 

electronic devices in a specific range. The proposal also states that the missile is six times faster 

than the speed of sound.For remote attacks, this technology can inflict serious damage to targets 

that are 3,000 km away from it. 

Source:https://www.techtimes.com/articles/265870/20210926/chinas-proposed-hypersonic-

weapon-wipe-out-power-supply-communication-lines.htm   26 September 2021 

4. A tripartite deal, under which the US and UK have joined hands, to provide a nuclear-powered 

submarine to Australia (AUKUS) has prompted anti-nuclear activists to express fears it may 

eventually lead to a new nuclear power in the region.The Australian Prime Minister Scott 

Morrison has said the three nations had agreed to “a new enhanced trilateral security 

partnership”. The new arrangement, he asserted, “does not signal a move towards domestic 

nuclear power or nuclear weapons”.But the Australian Conservation Foundation (ACF) says 

they could have confidence in the Prime Minister’s statement if he signed and ratified the Treaty 

on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. 

Source:https://www.indepthnews.net/index.php/armaments/nuclear-weapons/4757-a-us-uk-

submarine-deal-triggers-nuclear-fears-down-under  26 September 2021 

 UN REFORMS 

____________________________________________________________________________  

1.  In 1968, social psychologist John M Darley in collaboration with Bibb Latane came up with the 

concept of “bystander effect” to explain group behaviour. Essentially, groups are found to be 

unwilling to intervene in the face of urgency/emergency, paralysed by uncertainty and the belief 

that others may act. The theory has since been found applicable to companies, governments and 

institutions. It could be safely said that the United Nations, founded on lofty ideals, has been 

suffering from the bystander effect. In effect, the annual September meetings in New York, year 

after year, turn out to be a jamboree of bystanders. Validation of what the United Nations could 

do but did not was visible this week as leaders trooped up to the podium to wax eloquent. 
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Source:https://www.newindianexpress.com/opinions/columns/shankkar-

aiyar/2021/sep/26/un-summit-annual-jamboree-of-bystanders-2363787.html    26 September 

2021 

2. Pedro Guimaraes, a member of Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro's delegation to the United 

Nations, has tested positive for COVID-19, the CEO of state lender Caixa Economica Federal 

said on one of his social media accounts on Sunday. 

Source:https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/fourth-member-brazils-delegation-un-tests-

positive-covid-19-2021-09-27/  26 September 2021 

3. It's been little more than a month since Kalashnikov-toting Taliban fighters in their signature 

heavy beards, high top sneakers and salwar kameezes descended on the Afghan capital and 

cemented their takeover. Now they're vying for a seat in the club of nations and seeking what no 

country has given them as they attempt to govern for a second time: international recognition of 

their rule. The Taliban wrote to the United Nations requesting to address the UN General 

Assembly meeting of leaders that is underway in New York. 

Source:https://www.newindianexpress.com/world/2021/sep/26/un-and-afghanistans-taliban-

figuring-out-how-to-interact-as-latter-looks-for-global-recognition-2364064.html  26 

September 2021 

4. The speeches may be scripted, but the UN General Assembly can sometimes be the only direct 

window into the regional challenges that command global concern. On Saturday, world leaders 

were speaking on behalf of some of the most unstable and unsettling current conflicts.That 

includes India's fight over the Kashmir region with bitter rival Pakistan, Haiti's domestic crises 

spilling into a migrant crisis at the US-Mexico border and questions about the Ethiopian 

government's role in reported starvation deaths in the Tigray region. Haiti Prime Minister Ariel 

Henry didn't shy away from addressing his country's turmoil following a major earthquake and 

the assassination of its president, Jovenel Moise, in recent months — alluding to but not directly 

addressing reports that may implicate Henry himself in the murder. 

Source:https://www.outlookindia.com/website/story/at-un-turmoil-in-haiti-ethiopia-draws-

global-concern/395816 26 September 2021 

5. Welcome to The Times of Israel’s Daily Briefing, your 15-minute audio update on what’s 

happening in Israel, the Middle East, and the Jewish world, from Sunday through Thursday. ToI 
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founding editor David Horovitz and Arab affairs correspondent Aaron Boxerman join host 

Jessica Steinberg on today’s podcast. Horovitz starts off with Prime Minister Naftali Bennett’s 

first speech to the United Nations General Assembly, his second official visit to the US as 

premier, and what’s expected from this speech. 

Source:https://www.timesofisrael.com/daily-briefing-sept-26-bennett-will-differ-from-bibi-

in-maiden-un-speech/  26 September 2021 
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