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NUCLEAR ISSUES 

1. The new law, approved by a large majority in the Chamber of Deputies on 16 September, allows a 

state-owned company to purchase electricity from new nuclear plants at a fixed rate for at least 30 

years, with the possibility of extension. The power will be resold on the wholesale market and any 

profit or loss translated into an adjustment to power bills, although the government said it will set an 

upper limit on any extra cost. It is known as Lex Dukovany, after the power plant site where a new 

build is planned. Zeman officially signed the law yesterday, bringing it into effect. 

Source: https://world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Czech-support-for-nuclear-becomes-law  30 

September  2021 

2. The assignment of the status of a "green" energy source to nuclear power generation in the Russian 

Federation should be a signal for other countries considering the inclusion of nuclear energy in their 

"green" lists, Rosatom Director General Alexei Likhachev said on 27 September. The previous week, 

Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin had approved the criteria for the selection of "green" 

projects and initiatives in the field of sustainable development for concessional financing.   

Source:https://www.neimagazine.com/news/newsrussia-confirms-nuclear-as-green-while-eu-

remains-undecided-9120845  30 September 2021 

3. Iran on Wednesday stated that beyond its obligations, cooperation with the International Atomic 

Energy Agency (IAEA) is voluntary, Mehr news agency reported. The source quoted statements by 

Iranian Representative to the IAEA Kazem Gharibabadi, who reiterated that expanding inspections at 

nuclear sites of his country depends on the UN atomic agency's conduct.If the international agency 

wants to implement supervision activities, its performance must be responsible and condemn the 

terrorist attacks against Iranian facilities, Gharibabadi stressed.         

Source:https://www.plenglish.com/index.php?o=rn&id=72263&SEO=iran-expresses-willingness-

to-cooperate-on-nuclear-issues 30 September 2021 

4. Ever since the Clinton administration in 1993, new US presidents have conducted a Nuclear Posture 

Review (NPR) to assess whether the stockpile size, composition, and operational deployment of US 

nuclear weapons align with their military policy, foreign policy, and budgetary objectives. The results 

are used to guide nuclear policies and programs for the remainder of a president’s term. 

          Source: https://thebulletin.org/2021/09/ready-aim-fired-can-biden-rescue-the-nuclear-posture-review/   
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        NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. As an Ukrinform correspondent reported, a corresponding statement was made by Deputy Permanent 

Representative of Ukraine to the UN Yuriy Vitrenko at the high‑level meeting of the General Assembly 

to commemorate the International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons on September 

28. "We are concerned about the risks of the possible deployment of uranium enrichment facilities, the 

production of dual-use materials, and the use of nuclear-related technologies on the peninsula," 

Vitrenko said. 

Source:https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-polytics/3324296-ukraine-at-un-russias-actions-in-

crimea-jeopardize-nuclear-nonproliferation-regime.html  30 September 2021 

2. The new Taliban-led administration in Afghanistan has inherited an entire nation to run, and with it a 

wide range of responsibilities, one of them being a fledgling peaceful nuclear agency established a 

decade ago under the previous government. With the naming of a new atomic chief, the Taliban 

appears poised to press forward in this field. That has raised questions as to whether the Islamic 

Emirate could seek to militarize nuclear energy to develop a weapon of mass destruction, though 

experts remain deeply skeptical of such an endeavor at this juncture. 

Source: https://www.newsweek.com/naming-new-atomic-chief-nuclear-taliban-possible-1633694 

30 September 2021 

3. IAEA Director General Rafael Grossi said the US-UK-Australia submarine cooperation is a "very 

tricky" issue in terms of inspections. It will be the first time that a non-nuclear-weapon state regulated 

by the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) introduces a nuclear submarine, 

and it means highly-enriched uranium used in power reactors of nuclear submarines will be excluded 

from IAEA supervision. The IAEA has to enter into a very complex, technical negotiation to see to it 

that there is no weakening of the nuclear non-proliferation regime. On the same day, the Philippine 

Presidential Spokesperson said that Philippine President Duterte is concerned that AUKUS could 

trigger a "nuclear arms race". What is China's comment? 
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Source: http://ph.china-embassy.org/eng/fyrth/t1911144.htm 30 September 2021 

4. Slovenia hosted on Wednesday (29 September) an informal meeting of EU non-proliferation and 

disarmament directors as part of the country’s EU Council presidency, the Foreign Ministry said.The 

annual meeting focused on strategic issues and the challenges of the global regime of oversight over 

weapons of mass destruction.The meeting was chaired by the Slovenian ambassador for arms control, 

disarmament and non-proliferation, Andrej Benedejčič. The talks focused on the preparations for the 

tenth review conference of the parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 

(NPT) to be held at the United Nations Headquarters in New York in early 2022. 

Source:https://www.euractiv.com/section/eu-council-presidency/news/slovenia-hosts-eu-non-

proliferation-and-disarmament-directors/ 30 September 2021 

          MISSILES/BIO WEAPONS 

          _________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. The Defence Acquisition Council Wednesday approved the purchase of helicopters, surface-to-air 

missiles and artillery ammunition worth Rs 13,165 crore. One of the key purchase approvals is for 25 

advanced light Mark III helicopters from Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. The twin-engine, multi-role 

helicopters, which will cost Rs 3,850 crore, are expected to help the Army strengthen its operational 

preparedness in remote areas. These will be made indigenously. Of the total amount for which the 

‘Acceptance of Necessity’ was accorded, procurement worth Rs 11,486 crore will be from domestic 

sources, the Defence Ministry said in a statement. 

Source:https://indianexpress.com/article/india/defence-ministry-approves-procurement-of-

military-hardware-7542400/   30 September 2021  

2. North Korea on Tuesday claimed to have tested the hypersonic Hwasong-8 missile which is a cause 

of worry to the world, particularly in east Asia. Here we try to understand why there is a need for any 

country to worry about North Korea testing a missile.  If North Korea can successfully produce and 

deploy a hypersonic weapon, analysts say it could even change the military equation in the region. 

Before we delve into the answer let us first understand what is a hypersonic missile and how it 

functions? Experts are of the opinion that the hypersonic missile North Korea claims to have tested on 

http://ph.china-embassy.org/eng/fyrth/t1911144.htm
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eu-council-presidency/news/slovenia-hosts-eu-non-proliferation-and-disarmament-directors/
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Tuesday has the potential to be one of the world's fastest and most accurate weapons. This missile can 

be fitted with a nuclear warhead. 

Source:https://www.dnaindia.com/world/report-north-korea-tests-hypersonic-missile-here-is-all-

you-need-to-know-about-it-2913511    30  September 2021  

3. According to a research report "Missile Seekers Market by Technology (Active Radar, Semi-active 

Radar, Passive Radar, Infrared, Laser, Multi-mode), Missile Type (Interceptor, Ballistic, Cruise, 

Conventional), Launch Mode, and Region (North America, Europe, APAC, & RoW) - Forecast to 

2026", published by MarketsandMarkets™, the Missile Seekers Market size is projected to grow from 

USD 5.3 billion in 2021 to USD 6.8 billion by 2026, at a CAGR of 5.2% from 2021 to 2026. The 

market is driven by various factors, such as geopolitical instabilities, changing nature of warfare, 

increasing defense expenditure of emerging economies and technological advancements in missile 

seekers.  

Source:https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/missile-seekers-market-worth-6-8-billion-by-

2026--exclusive-report-by-marketsandmarkets-301388700.html  30  September 2021 

4. One of the key purchase approvals is for 25 advanced light Mark III helicopters from Hindustan 

Aeronautics Ltd. The twin-engine, multi-role helicopters, which will cost Rs 3,850 crore, are expected 

to help the Army strengthen its operational preparedness in remote areas.The Defence Acquisition 

Council Wednesday approved the purchase of helicopters, surface-to-air missiles and artillery 

ammunition worth Rs 13,165 crore.One of the key purchase approvals is for 25 advanced light Mark 

III helicopters from Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. The twin-engine, multi-role helicopters, which will 

cost Rs 3,850 crore, are expected to help the Army strengthen its operational preparedness in remote 

areas. These will be made indigenously.Of the total amount for which the ‘Acceptance of Necessity’ 

was accorded, procurement worth Rs 11,486 crore will be from domestic sources, the Defence Ministry 

said in a statement. 

   Source:https://indianexpress.com/article/india/defence-ministry-approves-procurement-of-

military-hardware-7542400/ 30 September 2021 

5. Human rights activist and high profile defector Wei Jingsheng made the claims while being 

interviewed for Sharri Markson's bombshell book 'What really happened in Wuhan'. While Ms 

Markson, 37, has focused her investigation on the outbreak of COVID-19, the Australian journalist 

also sought to try to connect Beijing's medical science history with the Chinese military.        

Soure:https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/1498738/china-latest-news-defector-beijing-nazi-

style-experiments-human-guinea-pigs-ont 30 September 2021 

 UN REFORMS 
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1. But Tor Wennesland also asked for a greater effort by the international community to address the 

“worrying situation on the ground”, including negative trends in the Occupied Palestinian Territory 

and fragile conditions inside the Hamas-controlled Gaza Strip. “We must re-energize efforts now to 

establish a legitimate political horizon that will end the occupation in line with relevant United Nations 

resolutions, international law and bilateral agreements in pursuit of achieving the vision of two States,” 

the Special Coordinator said.  Mr. Wennesland was presenting his briefing on the implementation of 

Security Council resolution 2334 (2016), covering the period from 12 June to 27 September.   

Source:  https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/09/1101662  30 September 2021 

2. While cases of coronavirus are declining all over the world, the economic losses faced by the pandemic 

seem to be adding up. In addition to several other industries, the transport industry has urged global 

leaders and the United Nations (UN) to pay attention to their worsening situation. IRU, the world road 

transport organisation, IATA, the International Air Transport Association, ICS, the International 

Chamber of Shipping, and ITF, the International Transport Workers' Federation came together to draft 

this letter and make an urgent plea on behalf of the whole transport industry.  

Source:https://www.wionews.com/world/transport-chiefs-warn-world-leaders-and-un-about-

incoming-collapse-of-global-supply-chain-417077   30 September 2021 

3. The head of the United Nations atomic agency will travel to Tehran this weekend, in a last-ditch move 

aimed at regaining Iranian cooperation with the agency and averting a crisis in the nuclear talks, Iranian 

and agency officials said Saturday. The trip is the culmination of intensive negotiations over recent 

days aimed at securing commitments from Iran. According to three people familiar with discussions, 

the trip follows an understanding between Iran and the International Atomic Energy Agency that 

Tehran will grant the agency access to reset equipment monitoring the country’s nuclear activities and 

resume cooperation with a probe into nuclear material found in Iran. 

Source:https://www.wsj.com/articles/u-n-atomic-agency-chief-headed-to-iran-to-avert-crisis-over-

nuclear-talks-1163136533410 30 September 2021 

4. The United Nations chief is urging unified regional and international action to prevent the crisis in 

Myanmar from becoming a large-scale conflict and multi-faceted “catastrophe” in the heart of 

Southeast Asia and beyond. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres warned in a report to the UN General 

Assembly circulated Wednesday that the opportunity to prevent the army from entrenching its rule 

could be narrowing and said it is urgent that regional and international countries help put Myanmar 

back on the path to democratic reform. 

https://www.un.org/webcast/pdfs/SRES2334-2016.pdf
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Source:https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/myanmar-may-spiral-into-a-catastrophe-un-

calls-for-urgent-action-101632971200720.html 30 September 2021 

 

5. Designated terrorist groups such as ISIS and Hayat Tahrir al-Sham have continued to gain in strength 

in Syria, India has said, reiterating that there can be no military solution to the longstanding conflict in 

the country.In his remarks to the UN Security Council briefing on Syria (Political) on Tuesday, Joint 

Secretary (UN Economic and Social) Srinivas Gotru said the long-term security and stability in West 

Asia can only be achieved by preserving the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the war-ravaged 

country 

Source:https://www.firstpost.com/india/india-at-un-security-council-meet-isis-hayat-tahrir-al-

sham-terrorist-groups-gaining-strength-in-syria-10011001.html 30 September 2021 
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