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NUCLEAR ISSUES

1. The prospect of nuclear war is frightening beyond imagination. We talk in the abstract about

the millions who would die but are reluctant to accept the reality that the worst might someday

come true.Such talk echoes through the media whenever the question arises of who might

strike first. The debate assumes urgency as the U.S. considers whether to adopt a policy of “no

first use,” meaning the U.S. would not initiate the nuclear holocaust.

Source:https://insidesources.com/whats-first-their-nuke-or-ours/

2. The Pentagon's recent report suggests that China is expanding its nuclear weapons at a

lightning speed and is likely to have at least 1000 warheads by 2030. This surpasses the earlier

estimates of the US Department of Defense. In 2019, Lt. Gen. Robert P. Ashley, Jr. Director,

Defense Intelligence Agency of US had stated that over the next decade, ‘China is likely to at

least double the size of its nuclear stockpile from the then estimated nuclear arsenal at 290’.

Though he noted that China was in the process of implementing the most rapid expansion and

diversification of its nuclear arsenal in China’s history. Hans M. Kristensen and Matt Korda

(Nuclear experts) in their Nuclear Notebook published in July 2019 had given a much lower

estimate. They assessed that China was adding 10 nuclear weapons annually and at that rate, it

would have about additional 110 nuclear weapons in 2030. The current report suggests that

both the earlier estimates were wrong.

Source:https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/ChanakyaCode/pentagon-reports-ballooni

ng-chinese-nuclear-arsenal-implications-for-india/

3. China has committed itself to building massive fields of new ballistic missiles. And many of

them could contain a new, unstoppable nuclear warhead.The Federation of American Scientists

(FAS) had just released a new batch of orbital images when the US Pentagon dropped a

bombshell."The accelerating pace of the (People's Republic of China's) nuclear expansion may

enable the PRC to have up to 700 deliverable nuclear warheads by 2027. The PRC likely

intends to have at least 1000 warheads by 2030."

https://insidesources.com/whats-first-their-nuke-or-ours/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/ChanakyaCode/pentagon-reports-ballooning-chinese-nuclear-arsenal-implications-for-india/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/ChanakyaCode/pentagon-reports-ballooning-chinese-nuclear-arsenal-implications-for-india/
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Source:https://www.nzherald.co.nz/world/china-satellite-photos-reveal-worrying-step-in-cou

ntrys-n-programme/CU3LVAWWZ6WGZX44BT5ADMH5IQ/

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION

____________________________________________________________________________

1. Since the end of the Cold War, the number of nuclear weapons in the world has dropped

dramatically to 15,000 warheads, according to the latest estimates, but given the fact that the

explosive and qualitative power of new nuclear weapons is thousands of times greater than that

of old nuclear weapons, the danger of the existing weapons to human life and the planet is no

less – if not greater – than that of the old weapons in question. Under the Treaty on the

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, all Nuclear Weapon States have the obligation to

destroy all their nuclear weapons. In addition, they are legally obliged not only to refrain from

taking any action to manufacture nuclear weapons, but to refrain from transferring such

weapons to other countries, deploying them outside their territory, and cooperating with other

governments to build atomic weapons.

Source:https://www.tehrantimes.com/news/466799/Iran-proposed-nuclear-disarmament-res

olution-is-a-test-for-positions

2. Best known for its involvement with NHS test and trace during the coronavirus pandemic

Serco is believed to have had plans to compete for contracts with the Atomic Weapons

Establishment, which makes and maintains warheads.Serco abandoned its bid after investors

warned that if the FTSE250 company began working on nuclear weapons they may have to

dump shares to meet Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) standards, the Telegraph

first reported. A spokesperson for Serco declined to comment on the news.

Source: https://www.cityam.com/serco-pulls-out-of-race-to-manage-uk-nuclear-weapons/

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/world/china-satellite-photos-reveal-worrying-step-in-countrys-n-programme/CU3LVAWWZ6WGZX44BT5ADMH5IQ/
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https://www.tehrantimes.com/news/466799/Iran-proposed-nuclear-disarmament-resolution-is-a-test-for-positions
https://www.tehrantimes.com/news/466799/Iran-proposed-nuclear-disarmament-resolution-is-a-test-for-positions
https://www.cityam.com/serco-pulls-out-of-race-to-manage-uk-nuclear-weapons/
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MISSILES/BIO WEAPONS

__________________________________________________________________________________

1. Turkey has tested its first long-range domestically-engineered missile defence system, the

'Sniper'.The country's top defence industry official announced on Monday that Ankara has

successfully achieved another milestone in developing an indigenous long-range and

multi-layered defence system. "We will eliminate all threats against our Gokvatan [a reference

to Turkey's air space] in the most powerful way with Siper, which we plan to take into (army's)

inventory in 2023," said Ismail Demir, President of Defence Industries.

Source:https://www.trtworld.com/turkey/turkey-tests-indigenous-long-range-missile-defence

-system-51414

2. Sputnik was the first artificial satellite, launched by the Soviet Union in 1957. Shocked

Americans responded by creating NASA, but also by speeding up their embryonic ballistic

missile programme. The tired old 'bomber gap' was replaced by the more convincing (although

equally imaginary) 'missile gap', and US spending on new weapons soared. It may be

happening again. What got Milley's attention last week was China's testing of a hypersonic

missile that flew all the way around the world, skipping along the top of the atmosphere unlike

traditional 'ballistic' missiles that go very high (ca. 2,000 km.) and then come down steeply. It

can carry nuclear weapons, of course.

Source:https://www.dailypioneer.com/2021/columnists/making-sense-of-hypersonic-missiles.

html

3. The IDF is planning to significantly increase the number of precision munitions in its arsenal

in the coming years now that a state budget has been finalized. The IDF will look to purchase a

substantially larger amount of munitions from the United States than before, due to the increase

in threats facing the country as well as an increase in targets picked out by the military.

https://www.trtworld.com/turkey/turkey-tests-indigenous-long-range-missile-defence-system-51414
https://www.trtworld.com/turkey/turkey-tests-indigenous-long-range-missile-defence-system-51414
https://www.dailypioneer.com/2021/columnists/making-sense-of-hypersonic-missiles.html
https://www.dailypioneer.com/2021/columnists/making-sense-of-hypersonic-missiles.html
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Source:https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/idf-to-substantially-increase-precision-missile-ars

enal-684274

UN REFORMS

____________________________________________________________________________

1. UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on Sunday “strongly” condemned the attack that

targeted Iraq’s Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhemi, calling for restraint and a rejection of

violence.“The Secretary-General strongly condemns the assassination attempt against Prime

Minister Mustafa al-Kadhemi earlier today. He calls for the perpetrators of this crime to be

held accountable,” his spokesman Stephane Dujarric said in a statement.

Source:https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2021/11/07/UN-chief-Guterres-strongly-con

demns-attack-on-Iraqi-PM-

2. For more than two decades, promoters and purveyors of nuclear energy felt shunned at UN

climate change conferences. At the COP26 summit underway in Glasgow, however, they have

been welcomed with open arms, the UN's top nuclear regulator told AFP. The spectre of

Chernobyl and Fukushima, along with the enduring problem of nuclear waste, kept energy

generated by splitting atoms on the sidelines, even if that energy was virtually carbon free.

Source:https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/amid-climate-crisis-nuclear-power-finally-has-sea

t-at-table-united-nations-atomic-energy-agency-2601739

3. The UN Assistance Mission in Iraq denounced the murder attempt on Iraqi Prime Minister

Mustafa Al-Kadhimi on Sunday, November 7 and urged for calm and care. The UN Assistance

Mission in Iraq shared the image of a statement from their official Twitter handle on Sunday.

The caption read, "UNAMI strongly condemns assassination attempt on Iraqi Prime Minister"

Source:https://www.republicworld.com/world-news/middle-east/un-mission-in-iraq-denounc

es-assassination-attempt-against-pm-al-kadhimi-calls-for-peace.html
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