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NUCLEAR ISSUES

1. US allies are lobbying Joe Biden not to change American policy on the use of nuclear weapons amid

concern the president is considering a “no first use” declaration that could undermine

long-established deterrence strategies aimed at Russia and China. The lobbying — by treaty allies

including Britain, France and Germany in Europe, and Japan and Australia in the Indo-Pacific —

comes as the Biden administration is in the middle of a “nuclear posture review”, a regular

inter-agency process that sets US policy on nuclear weapons.

Source: https://www.ft.com/content/8b96a60a-759b-4972-ae89-c8ffbb36878e

2. Homi Jehangir Bhabha was born on October 30, 1909, in Mumbai. He was an Indian nuclear

physicist, founding director, and professor of physics at the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research

(TIFR). His contribution towards India's growth has been impeccable. He had a great visionary

ability which resulted in impactful development for the country.

Source:https://www.freepressjournal.in/india/homi-jehangir-bhabha-birth-anniversary-lesser-kno

wn-facts-about-the-father-of-indias-nuclear-programme

3. The US Treasury Department imposed more sanctions on Iran on Friday, October 29, as President

Joe Biden prepares for a crucial summit on Saturday with European leaders to discuss the possibility

of restarting nuclear talks with the Islamic Republic. In a press release, the department announced

fresh sanctions against two top members of Iran's Revolutionary Guard Corps and two linked firms

for supplying insurgency groups in Iraq, Lebanon, Yemen, and Ethiopia with lethal drones and

related material. Even though the penalties have nothing to do with Iran's nuclear programme, the

Biden administration has stated that it wants to build on a potential accord to resurrect the dormant

2015 nuclear deal by including Iranian backing for such groups and limiting its ballistic missile

development.

Source:https://www.republicworld.com/world-news/us-news/us-slaps-fresh-sanctions-on-iran-alle

ges-supplying-lethal-drones-to-insurgency-groups.html
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1. The leaders of France, Germany, UK, US reiterate commitment to prevent Iran from developing

nuke weapons.

Source:https://www.aninews.in/news/world/europe/france-germany-uk-us-reiterate-commitment-to

-prevent-iran-from-developing-nuke-weapons20211030212648/

2. On October 30, 1961, the Soviet Union tested the largest nuclear device ever created. The "Tsar

Bomba," as it became known, was 10 times more powerful than all the munitions used during World

War II. While its original purpose was to prove to the world, and especially to the United States, that

the Soviet Union was capable of producing such devices, it also brought a surprising twist to the

future testing of nukes.

Source: https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20211031004300325

MISSILES/BIO WEAPONS

1. As chief of the Nuclear-Powered Submarine Task Force my role is to advise the government on the

optimal pathway to acquiring a fleet of nuclear-powered submarines for Australia. Nuclear-powered

submarines will fundamentally change Australia’s strategic personality in the maritime domain.

Source:https://www.theaustralian.com.au/special-reports/vice-admiral-jonathan-mead-nuclear-su

bmarines-are-a-game-changer-for-australia/news-story/37c3defcdeb97745a07692a26209a9d9

2. Senator Robert Menendez, Chairman of the US Senate Foreign Relations Committee said: “The

Iranian regime is playing a deceptive game with us, along with dragging out negotiations on a

nuclear deal.”“There are tough sanctions that cannot be easily and unilaterally lifted by the

government,” Sen. Bob Menendez told PBS correspondent Margaret Hoover.Senator Mendez added:

“The administration has shown the world that it is willing to enter into negotiations with Iran for a

stronger and longer-term agreement. And I think what you get should be stronger and longer-lasting.

I think Iran is playing the game of deception with us. They stretch time, they move forward at the

same time, and the consequence is that the window, in my view, is really narrowing.
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Source: https://www.ncr-iran.org/en/news/iran-news-in-brief-october-30-2021/

3. Sixty years ago Saturday, the Soviet Union detonated the world’s most powerful nuclear weapon,

with a force 3,333 times that of the bomb used on Hiroshima. As the device shattered all records, it

sent shock waves through the US defence establishment: How should the United States respond? Did

the nation need bigger, more destructive arms? Was it wise to do nothing? What was the best way to

protect the nation from the deadly stirrings of a belligerent foe?

Source:https://bdnews24.com/world/2021/10/31/when-the-soviets-set-off-the-biggest-nuclear-bom

b-jfk-didnt-flinch

UN REFORMS
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1. The United Nations Security Council has extended the UN peacekeeping mission in the disputed

Western Sahara for a year, expressing concern at the breakdown of the 1991 ceasefire between

Morocco and the pro-independence Polisario Front and calling for a revival of UN-led negotiations.

Source:https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/10/29/un-renews-peacekeeping-mission-in-western-s

ahara-calls-for-talks

2. Antonio Guterres said the generals should “take heed” of Saturday’s protests. “Time to go back to

the legitimate constitutional arrangements,” he said in a tweet. He was referring to a power-sharing

deal that established joint military-civilian rule following the ouster of longtime autocrat Omar

al-Bashir and his Islamist government in April 2019.

Source:https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/reverse-coup-take-heed-of-protests-un-chief-

guterres-tells-sudan-army-101635703120850.html

3. The U.N. climate summit in Glasgow has formally opened, kicking off two weeks of

intense diplomatic negotiations by almost 200 countries on how to tackle the common

challenge of global warming.

Source:https://www.livemint.com/news/world/2week-un-climate-summit-formally-opens-in-glasgo
w-11635679750277.html
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