
REPORT ON BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

1.1. What are these weapons? 

According to the definition given by the World Health Organization, “Biological weapons are 

microorganisms like virus, bacteria, fungi, or other toxins that are produced and released 

deliberately to cause disease and death in humans, animals or plants. Biological agents, like 

anthrax, botulinum toxin and plague can pose a difficult public health challenge causing large 

numbers of deaths in a short amount of time while being difficult to contain. Bioterrorism 

attacks, for example, using Ebola or Lassa viruses as biological agents, might result in an 

epidemic. Biological weapons are part of a wider category of weapons known as weapons of 

mass destruction, which also includes chemical, nuclear, and radioactive weapons. The use of 

biological agents is a severe issue, and the possibility of employing them in a bioterrorist assault 

is growing. 

The rising threat of terrorism, indicates that the risk presented by diverse microorganisms as 

biological weapons must be assessed, and the history of biological agent creation and 

deployment must be recognised in a better manner. Biological agents have the potential to be 

more lethal than conventional and chemical weapons. The advancements in the fields of 

Biotechnology and biochemistry over the last century have simplified the development and 

manufacture of such weapons. Furthermore, genetic engineering has the potential to be the most 

hazardous. 

Evolution of Bioweapons 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

During as early as 600 BC, infectious diseases were recognized for the first time, for the 

potential impact that they had on the lives of people and armies. The indiscriminate use of dirt 

and cadavers, animal corpses, and disease had catastrophic consequences and intimidated the 

adversaries. Polluting the enemy army's wells and other supplies of water was a frequent 

technique that was utilized throughout the numerous European wars, the American Civil War, 

and even into the twentieth century. 



During the start of the medieval era, military personnel realized the efficiency of biological 

agents that can be used as weapons. In 1346, the advancing Tartar force encountered a plague 

outbreak while besieging Caffa, a well-fortified Genoese-controlled seaport (now Feodosia, 

Ukraine). The Tartars, on the other hand, turned their sorrow into an opportunity by flinging the 

cadavers of their deceased into the city, sparking a plague outbreak. Following the advent of 

disease, the Genoese soldiers were forced to flee. The plague epidemic, commonly known as the 

Black Death, raced over Europe, the Near East, and North Africa in the 14th century, and is often 

regarded as the most destructive public health calamity in recorded history. The final source of 

the epidemic is unknown: numerous nations throughout. 

 

   


