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1. On Saturday, China National Nuclear Corp's (CNNC) Fuqing nuclear power station in East China's 

Fujian Province hit criticality for the first time, marking the country's second nuclear unit to use 

Hualong One technology, a domestically produced third-generation reactor design. 

Source: https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202112/1241246.shtml  

 

2. On Friday, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz dodged a question concerning differences between 

Germany and France over whether nuclear power could be classified as sustainable, saying that each 

country must decide how to combat climate change. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/germanys-scholz-skirts-question-around-

nuclear-energy-2021-12-10/  

 

3. Damaged fuel rods at China's Taishan Nuclear Power Plant are raising safety concerns. According to 

a French whistleblower, the true number of broken fuel rods exceeds the official amount, and there 

may be problems with additional reactors of the similar type. 

Source: https://thediplomat.com/2021/12/safety-concerns-mount-over-damaged-fuel-rods-at-chinas-

taishan-nuclear-plant/  

 

4. Rolls-Royce, a British company, has entered the nuclear reactor market amid controversy over where 

nuclear power fits into the toolkit of countries attempting to reach CO2 emission targets. Rolls-Royce 

is entering a sector that includes GE Hitachi and TerraPower, both of which are chaired by Bill Gates, 

as well as large state-owned companies like China National Nuclear Corporation and Électricité de 

France. 

Source: https://capital.com/the-nuclear-reactor-market-from-rolls-royce-to-bill-gates  

 

5. Politicians who wish to be perceived as environmentalists in Germany and the United States are 

boosting greenhouse gas emissions by demanding the premature closure of operable nuclear power 

stations. Germany, on the other hand, consumes a lot of coal, ranking ninth in the world in coal 

consumption in 2020. 

Source: https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/12/germany-california-nuclear-power-

climate/620888/  
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MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

  

  

 

1. Japan revealed that its powerful Type 12 missile, which is a truck-based weapon, would be upgraded 

significantly. With these improvements, the rocket might be utilised in the Asian country's present 

aircraft fleet. On August 27, 2009 in Gotemba, Shizuoka, Japan, a rocket is fired during a live firing 

practise by the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force (JGSDF) at the foot of Mount Fuji. This drill involved 

approximately 2,400 JGSDF members as well as 80 tanks and armed trucks. 

Source: https://www.techtimes.com/articles/269221/20211210/japan-enhances-type-12-truck-reliant-

missile-weapon-soon-fit.htm  

 

2. As India concentrates on indigenous capabilities in defence manufacture, a series of tests starting in 

early December saw indigenously developed weapons systems and devices satisfy key objectives and 

requirements. With modern weaponry intended to strengthen the army, navy, and air force's 

capabilities, these tests included something for all three branches. 

Source: https://www.news18.com/news/explainers/explained-from-pokhran-to-chandipur-how-

december-missile-tests-flexed-made-in-india-muscle-4546685.html  

 

3. According to the fiscal 2022 National Defense Authorization Act issued this week, Congress wants the 

Missile Defense Agency to deploy a radar in Hawaii by the end of 2028 that can protect the US from 

ballistic missiles. The House passed the legislation earlier this week and the Senate is expected to take 

it up for a vote next week. 

Source: https://www.defensenews.com/land/2021/12/09/congress-wants-hawaiian-missile-defense-

radar-up-and-running-by-end-of-2028/  

 

4. The Long-Range Discrimination Radar has had its radar arrays installed and military construction 

completed by the US Missile Defense Agency (LRDR). The agency hosted a ceremony on Dec. 6 at 

the radar's location at Clear Space Force Station, Alaska, to announce the radar's initial fielding. 

Source: https://www.defensenews.com/pentagon/2021/12/06/us-missile-defense-agency-declares-

initial-delivery-of-long-range-discrimination-radar-in-alaska/  

 

5. The US Army has been urging Congress to abandon the demand for the US Army to acquire two 

additional batteries of the Rafael-Raytheon designed Iron Dome air defence system as an interim cruise 

missile defence capability. According to a summary of the legislation, the FY22 National Defense 

Authorization Act, which has passed the House and will be taken up for a vote by the Senate next 

week, would eliminate the requirement in order to prioritise resources for the service to pursue an 

enduring Indirect Fires Protection Capability, or IFPC, system.  

Source: https://www.defensenews.com/land/2021/12/09/congress-drops-army-mandate-to-buy-more-

iron-dome-defenses-against-cruise-missiles/  

 

6. According to Defense One, US Army Japan commander Maj. Gen. Joel Vowell feels the Pacific has 

insufficient missile defence. Within the first island chain, he wants better integrated air and missile 

defence, according to him. 

Source: https://www.defenseone.com/threats/2021/12/army-brief-pacific-missile-defense-protecting-

https://www.techtimes.com/articles/269221/20211210/japan-enhances-type-12-truck-reliant-missile-weapon-soon-fit.htm
https://www.techtimes.com/articles/269221/20211210/japan-enhances-type-12-truck-reliant-missile-weapon-soon-fit.htm
https://www.news18.com/news/explainers/explained-from-pokhran-to-chandipur-how-december-missile-tests-flexed-made-in-india-muscle-4546685.html
https://www.news18.com/news/explainers/explained-from-pokhran-to-chandipur-how-december-missile-tests-flexed-made-in-india-muscle-4546685.html
https://www.defensenews.com/land/2021/12/09/congress-wants-hawaiian-missile-defense-radar-up-and-running-by-end-of-2028/
https://www.defensenews.com/land/2021/12/09/congress-wants-hawaiian-missile-defense-radar-up-and-running-by-end-of-2028/
https://www.defensenews.com/pentagon/2021/12/06/us-missile-defense-agency-declares-initial-delivery-of-long-range-discrimination-radar-in-alaska/
https://www.defensenews.com/pentagon/2021/12/06/us-missile-defense-agency-declares-initial-delivery-of-long-range-discrimination-radar-in-alaska/
https://www.defensenews.com/land/2021/12/09/congress-drops-army-mandate-to-buy-more-iron-dome-defenses-against-cruise-missiles/
https://www.defensenews.com/land/2021/12/09/congress-drops-army-mandate-to-buy-more-iron-dome-defenses-against-cruise-missiles/
https://www.defenseone.com/threats/2021/12/army-brief-pacific-missile-defense-protecting-guam-medals-honor-and-more/187456/


12 December 

 

guam-medals-honor-and-more/187456/  

 

7. The indigenous Stand-Off Anti-Tank missile was successfully flight-tested by the DRDO and the 

Indian Air Force. After the Long-Range Bomb and the Smart Anti-Airfield Weapon, the SANT missile 

is the third in a series of indigenous stand-off weapons to be tested in recent years (SAAW). 

Source: https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/drdo-iaf-flight-test-indigenous-stand-off-anti-tank-

missile-1886763-2021-12-11  

 

8. If Russia attacks Ukraine, the G7 nations have warned it will face "massive consequences." According 

to US intelligence, Russia could launch a multi-front operation against Ukraine as soon as next year, 

including up to 175,000 troops. 

Source: https://www.businesstoday.in/latest/world/story/g7-nations-warn-russia-of-massive-

consequences-if-it-attacks-ukraine-315291-2021-12-12  

 

9. Experts have warned that China could smuggle nuclear missiles into South American ports in 

preparation for a surprise strike on the United States. Military specialists have raised concerns about 

Beijing's container capability, which is thought to have been covertly developed. 

Source: https://www.the-sun.com/news/4246291/china-smuggle-nuclear-missiles-venezuela/  

  

  

 

  

 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION  

  

 

 

 

1. According to the Saudi publication Okaz, a former Syrian parliamentarian and current member of the 

Syrian opposition has stated that Iran and North Korea are assisting the Syrian dictatorship in developing 

a nuclear reactor. According to Mohammad Barmo, a member of Syria's opposition in the north, the 

Syrian regime of Bashar Al-Assad is working on a scheme to build a nuclear reactor in the Al-Ghab 

plain in northwestern Syria, with the help of its allies Iran and North Korea. 

Source: https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20211209-assad-north-korea-iran-developing-nuclear-

reactor-syria-opposition-member-claims/   

 

2. Dafydd Wigley, the former leader of Plaid Cymru, has stated that the case for nuclear power "has to be 

made with conviction and confidence and with some urgency". Lord Wigley stated that he was speaking 

on his own behalf. In its 2019 General Election manifesto, his party stated that it "opposes the building 

of additional nuclear power plant locations." However, Dafydd Wigley expressed concern in the House 

of Lords that renewable energy sources would not be sufficient to tackle climate change. 

Source: https://nation.cymru/news/dafydd-wigley-says-that-the-case-for-nuclear-power-has-to-be-

made-with-urgency-to-combat-climate-change/  

 

3. In an article published in the Saudi Okaz daily on Monday, Syrian opposition activist and former 

parliamentary member Mohammad Barmo claimed that North Korea and Iran were assisting Syria in the 
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development of a nuclear reactor, the latest in a succession of similar accusations in recent years. Syria 

is reportedly working on a reactor project in the Al-Ghab plain in northeastern Syria, according to Barmo. 

He also added his voice to warnings that Iran is continuing to improve its nuclear capabilities, 

emphasising the perils of being too indulgent with the country. 

Source: https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/syrian-opposition-claims-iran-helping-syria-build-nuclear-

reactor-688275  

 

4. On Sunday, Britain informed Iran that there was still time to rescue the nuclear deal, but that this was 

the last chance for Iranian negotiators to bring genuine offers to the table. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/britain-tells-iran-still-time-last-chance-nuclear-

deal-2021-12-

12/?taid=61b5d057c672dc0001d66ed1&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_mediu

m=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter   

 

5. Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi stated on Saturday that Tehran is serious about the nuclear talks, as 

evidenced by the suggestions that European negotiators described as impossible. 'Time is running out,' 

the new German Foreign Minister warns, as Iran talks stall. 

Source: https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/germany-says-time-is-running-out-for-iran-nuclear-

deal-688495  

 

6. German foreign minister Annalena Baerbock said there was no progress in sight for nuclear talks with 

Iran, and stressed that time was running out.  

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/germany-says-time-is-running-out-iran-nuclear-deal-2021-12-

11/?taid=61b50b7da20ea2000188319c&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_mediu

m=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter   

 

7. Last Thursday, the seventh round of nuclear talks with Iran ended in failure. "Iran right now does not 

appear to be serious about doing what's necessary to return to compliance," US Secretary of State Antony 

Blinken said, underscoring a rising sense of pessimism. Germany went on to say that Iran's nuclear 

programme is progressing in parallel with the discussions, which is unacceptable. 

Source: https://nationalinterest.org/feature/mirage-reaching-nuclear-agreement-iran-197779  

 

8. Iran's nuclear programme has reignited tensions between the United States and Israel. The tensions were 

visible all week as the Biden administration attempted to unite the coalition with Israel on how to deal 

with Iran in the coming year. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/irans-nuclear-programme-ignites-new-tension-between-us-

and-israel-436163  

 

9. A new phenomena is arising in Jerusalem as the US, European powers, Russia, and China engage the 

Iranian regime in discussions in Vienna to re-enter the 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 

(JCPOA)—better known as the Iran nuclear agreement. One clear and unambiguous warning for the 

Biden administration comes from Israel's highest echelons: hold the Iranians accountable and don't 

negotiate a weak and meaningless deal unless you're prepared for unilateral Israeli action. 

Source: https://www.newsweek.com/us-must-side-our-ally-israel-thwart-nuclear-iran-opinion-1657483  
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1. According to Secretary of State Antony Blinken, the US State Department designated 12 government 

officials from Uganda, China, Belarus, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and Mexico for "gross violations of 

human rights" as part of the Biden administration's efforts to infuse human rights into its foreign policy. 

Source: https://www.voanews.com/a/us-announces-new-sanctions-on-human-rights-day-

/6349595.html  

 

2. On Friday, the US imposed broad human rights penalties on dozens of people and entities linked to 

China, Myanmar, North Korea, and Bangladesh, as well as adding SenseTime Group, a Chinese 

artificial intelligence startup, to an investment blacklist. 

Source: https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/us-imposes-human-rights-sanctions-on-china-myanmar-

north-korea-2646420  

 

3. Myanmar's streets were devoid of people on Friday as anti-coup protesters staged a "silent strike." 

According to AFP sources, there were no street vendors on the streets of downtown Yangon. The iconic 

Shwedagon temple, a Buddhist shrine that is normally bustling with visitors and pilgrims, was also 

deserted. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/south-asia/silent-strike-against-myanmar-junta-leads-to-deserted-

streets-435969  

 

4. The World Bank said that international donors have agreed to send $280 million from a frozen trust 

fund to the World Food Program (WFP) and UNICEF to promote nutrition and health in Afghanistan, 

as the country faces hunger and economic collapse. The Afghan Reconstruction Trust Fund, which is 

administered by the World Bank, will pay $180 million to WFP to expand food security and nutrition 

operations and $100 million to UNICEF to deliver basic health services this year, according to a 

statement released by the bank on Friday. 

Source: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/12/11/donors-back-280m-transfer-for-afghan-food-

health  

  

5. Afghanistan's diplomatic community, which is spread across 70 countries, would not engage with the 

Taliban until it obtains public acceptance and forms an inclusive administration, according to Farid 

Mamundzay, the country's ambassador to India. Mamundzay remarked in his first interview after the 

Taliban took control of Afghanistan in August that the new leadership cannot demand acceptance "at 

the barrel of a gun." Afghanistan, according to the Ambassador, requires India's assistance in dealing 

with the humanitarian crisis as well as increasing international pressure on the Taliban to respect human 

rights. Mamundzay also urged New Delhi to lift the visa ban on Afghan students studying at Indian 

universities. 

Source: https://www.news18.com/news/india/exclusive-taliban-cant-demand-acceptance-at-the-barrel-

of-the-gun-says-afghan-ambassador-to-india-4543523.html  
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6. India supplied 1.6 tonnes of pharmaceuticals to Afghanistan via Kam airlines on Saturday, the first such 

shipment from New Delhi to Kabul since the Taliban took control in August. The drug shipment will 

be delivered to World Health Organization (WHO) representatives in Kabul and administered at Kabul's 

Indira Gandhi Children's Hospital. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/india-news/in-a-first-since-taliban-takeover-india-sends-

medicines-to-afghanistan-436103  

 

7. Separate bomb explosions in the west of Afghanistan's capital Kabul killed two people and injured four 

others on Friday, according to the Tablis. 

Source: https://www.news18.com/news/world/bus-bomb-kills-two-in-afghanistans-kabul-taliban-

4542134.html  
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