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1. The Czech parliament passed a resolution urging the EU to support nuclear energy, emphasising that 

"nuclear power must be fully recognised as part of the solution to the low-carbon economy" and "as a 

tool enabling the low-carbon transformation of the economy.” It cannot be assessed as a temporary 

category only, but must be viewed as a tool enabling the low-carbon transformation of the economy 

and making it socially sustainable in the long run,” the resolution adopted on Tuesday reads. Czechia 

also intends to use natural gas as a temporary energy source, according to the document. 

Source: https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/short_news/czechia-urges-eu-to-award-nuclear-

energy-enabling-status/  

 

2. Fluor Corporation (FLR.N) announced on Tuesday that its nuclear energy company NuScale Power 

aims to go public by combining with a blank-check corporation in a $1.9 billion deal, including debt. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/markets/us/fluors-nuclear-energy-unit-nuscale-go-public-via-19-

bln-spac-deal-2021-12-

14/?taid=61b8e508a20ea2000188a804&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_med

ium=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter  

 

3. The Energy White Paper expressed a warm, if broad, endorsement of nuclear power's part in achieving 

net zero emissions. The issue of money has been a major impediment to the needed rebirth in large-

scale nuclear power. Given the large difference between investment and return, private firms could not 

raise the necessary funds for the design and construction stage of such expensive projects utilising the 

Contracts for Difference method in the United Kingdom. The risks and expenses of development, 

design, planning, and construction before any electricity or money can be generated were too much 

for Toshiba, Hitachi, and Kepco's proposed British nuclear projects, especially in the aftermath of 

Brexit. 

Source: https://www.shma.co.uk/our-thoughts/nuclear-energy-financing-bill-a-further-boost-for-the-

uk-nuclear-industry/  

 

4. During the first visit to Paris of new German Finance Minister Christian Lindner, the French and 

German finance ministers indicated discussions on the role of nuclear energy in European power 

markets would be challenging, even if they agreed on most other topics. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/markets/europe/french-german-ministers-say-nuclear-power-

difficult-subject-2021-12-13/  

 

5.  The US Department of Energy (DOE) is seeking public feedback on its proposals to establish a new 

programme to secure the availability of high-assay low-enriched uranium (HALEU) fuel in the US. 

The establishment of a HALEU Availability Program is critical for advanced reactor demonstration 

and commercial deployment, including two demonstration projects that will receive $2.5 billion in 
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funding through the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law to support the nation's ambitious climate, national 

security, and job-creation goals. 

Source: https://www.energy.gov/ne/articles/us-department-energy-seeks-input-creation-haleu-

availability-program  

 

 

 

 

 

MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

  

 

 

1. In response to an IDF strike in Iran or during a military battle with Tehran's allies, Israel expects an 

attack on its nuclear reactor. As it continues to enhance its air defence capabilities, the army is 

preparing for possible missile or drone attacks from several directions. Meanwhile, Israel's defence 

industry are being pushed to speed up the development and production of upgraded missile interceptors 

by the Defense Ministry. According to Walla News, Israel wants to improve its defences against Iranian 

reprisal for a strike on its nuclear programme. 

Source: https://israelradar.com/dimona-will-iran-axis-target-israels-reactor/  

 

2. Despite a deal with the United States, the South Korea seeks to build a tiny modular reactor for marine 

propulsion, raising worries about whether it may eventually manufacture a nuclear submarine. 

Source: https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/13/world/asia/south-korea-nuclear-submarines.html  

 

3. According to the Wall Street Journal, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) is threatening to terminate a 

$23 billion deal to buy US-made F-35 fighter jets and advanced drones due to growing tensions 

between the two partners over China's position in the Persian Gulf. The UAE government has notified 

Washington that the agreement for F-35 fighter jets, Reaper drones, and other advanced armaments 

could be killed because Abu Dhabi believes the US security standards to protect the weapons from 

Chinese spying are too onerous. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/uae-threatens-to-cancel-23-billion-f-35-fighter-jet-deal-with-the-

us/ 

 

4. The United States' pledge to equip Australia with British and US nuclear submarine technology 

(AUKUS) became a political fact almost immediately. It was announced by President Biden and Prime 

Ministers Boris Johnson and Scott Morrison. 

Source: https://asiatimes.com/2021/12/building-on-aukus-to-forge-a-pax-

pacifica/?mc_cid=313e20dd03&mc_eid=00400db71d  

  

5. Military-civil fusion (MCF) has emerged as a significant national strategy for the Chinese Communist 

Party (CCP) to achieve its objective of becoming the People's Liberation Army (PLA) "the world's 

most technologically advanced military." MCF's core priority remains the transfer of dual-use 

technologies, which the Chinese government has hailed as a cornerstone of national rejuvenation. 

Source: https://japan-forward.com/chinas-military-civil-fusion-strategy-is-in-fact-a-war-cry/  
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6. NATO said on Tuesday that it has no plans to deploy intermediate-range nuclear missiles in Europe, 

dismissing Russian charges and a proposal from Moscow for a moratorium on such weapons in Europe. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/nato-rejects-russian-accusations-missile-deployment-2021-

12-

14/?taid=61b8dbabc672dc0001d6dac4&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_medi

um=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter  

 

7. According to a statement released by the Russian Defense Ministry on Wednesday, the Russian Pacific 

Fleet's Marshal Shaposhnikov frigate launched an Otvet sophisticated anti-submarine missile, which 

successfully targeted an undersea target. 

Source: https://tass.com/defense/1375715  

 

8. India may be the first foreign customer of Russia's most advanced S-500 'Prometei' anti-aircraft missile 

system, according to Russian Deputy Prime Minister Yury Borisov. “Beyond a doubt, once we deliver 

this system to our troops, India will be the first on the list, if it expresses its desire to buy these advanced 

armaments” Borisov told RBC TV on Monday. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/india-may-become-the-first-buyer-of-s-500-anti-aircraft-

missile-system-russian-deputy-pm-borisov-436769  

 

9. In the waters of the Sea of Japan, the Pacific Fleet frigate Marshal Shaposhnikov fired a missile from 

the newest anti-submarine complex Otvet at an underwater target. The missile's warhead successfully 

struck an underwater target. The anti-submarine missile system Otvet on board the ship is designed to 

combat submariners. Anti-submarine missiles are launched from universal launchers, which also allow 

the deployment of Onyx and Kalibr cruise missiles. 

Source: https://eng.mil.ru/en/news_page/country/more.htm?id=12398943@egNews  

 

10. The US and European officials have issued stern warnings that the time for nuclear talks with Iran is 

narrowing, with frustration mounting after two weeks of negotiations overshadowed by charges of 

Iranian backsliding. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said that the US would soon abandon efforts to 

restore the 2015 nuclear deal, which limited Iran's nuclear activity in exchange for sanctions relief. 

Source: https://www.worldoil.com/news/2021/12/14/frustration-with-iran-over-nuclear-deal-

negotiation-nears-boiling-point  

 

11. "We are convinced that Russia is already preparing an all-out war on Ukraine." Before meeting with 

her EU counterparts in Brussels on Monday, Lithuania's foreign minister, Gabrielius Landsbergis, 

adding, "It is an unprecedented event perhaps since World War II." In retaliation for Moscow's 

provocations, EU foreign ministers agreed to impose harsh penalties on targets related to the Wagner 

Group, a private Russian military business accused of destabilising Ukraine and portions of Africa. 

Source: https://tittlepress.com/latest/1362772/  
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NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION  

  

 

 

 

1. China has made news once again with its ambitious "floating nuclear reactor" project, the ACPR50S, 

which has been extensively tested for hurricane and extreme weather resilience. After the United States 

and Russia, China is the third country to build and use a floating reactor. According to marine engineers, 

China's first floating nuclear power plant could withstand a once-in-10,000-years weather disaster, 

according to the South China Morning Post. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/china-becomes-third-country-to-develop-floating-nuclear-reactor/  

 

2. The South Korean government told the audience that they planned to construct a test version of a small 

nuclear reactor at a new atomic research complex near the village of Gampo, which is the country's 

largest ever. The modular reactor, which is expected to be completed by 2027, will be comparable to 

those that power icebreakers and container ships at sea. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/south-korea-has-long-wanted-nuclear-subs-a-new-reactor-

could-open-a-door-436801  

 

3. The United States is taking the first step toward encouraging the use of more high-assay low-enriched 

uranium fuel in the country, paving the door for a new generation of nuclear reactors that promise to be 

safer and more efficient than older designs. The National Nuclear Security Administration of the 

Department of Energy now produces only enough uranium for its military and nonproliferation missions. 

Source: https://www.cnbc.com/2021/12/14/sen-joe-manchin-cheers-move-to-.html  

 

4. If Russia continues to attack Ukraine, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen said on 

Wednesday that the EU is prepared to increase sanctions and adopt "unprecedented measures" against 

it. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eu-ready-take-unprecedented-measures-against-russia-

von-der-leyen-2021-12-

15/?taid=61b9b59fa20ea2000188cd3e&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_mediu

m=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter  

 

5. For the time being, the door to reviving the 2015 Iran nuclear deal is open, but "we are rapidly reaching 

the end of the road" in terms of reviving an accord that is being gutted by Iran's nuclear achievements, 

France's UN envoy said on Tuesday. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/nearing-end-road-save-iran-nuclear-deal-france-

2021-12-

14/?taid=61b9419ac672dc0001d6f0d2&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_mediu

m=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter  

 

6. The head of the UN nuclear watchdog cautioned on Tuesday that the constraints imposed on his 

inspectors in Iran risk giving the world only a "very hazy vision" of Tehran's programme as it enriches 

uranium closer than ever to weapons-grade levels. Rafael Mariano Grossi, speaking to The Associated 

Press in a wide-ranging interview, said he wanted to remind Iran that there was "no way around" his 

IAEA inspectors if the Islamic Republic wanted to be "a respected country in the community of nations.” 
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Source: https://apnews.com/article/business-middle-east-iran-iran-nuclear-europe-

ff1b842fef99a5af08cf40ee50994f4f  

 

7. During a Gulf conference in Riyadh on Tuesday, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman called for 

an "effective and serious" response to Iran's missile and nuclear programmes. At the Gulf Cooperation 

Council meeting, which included Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, and 

Qatar, the de facto ruler was representing his country. 

Source: https://www.timesofisrael.com/saudis-seek-serious-approach-to-iran-nuclear-program-suggest-

joining-negotiations/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter  

 

 

 

 

 

UN REFORMS 

 

 

 

 

 

1. The UK's Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) has launched a crisis appeal for Afghanistan, amid 

worries that millions are on the verge of starvation. Afghanistan has reached a "tipping point" due to 

the pandemic, violence, and drought, according to the DEC. 

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-59651924  

 

2. The people of Afghanistan are suffering a severe humanitarian catastrophe that jeopardises even the 

most basic human rights, according to the United Nations Human Rights Council. 

Source: https://english.lokmat.com/politics/afghanistan-facing-profound-humanitarian-crisis-un-

warns/  

 

3. The International Rescue Committee (IRC) released its annual Emergency Watchlist today, 

emphasising the 20 humanitarian crises that are most likely to worsen in 2022. Expert analysis has 

revealed how the global system created to protect civilians, avoid conflict, hold abusers accountable, 

and ensure that humanitarian relief reaches those in need is failing at every level – and is even 

contributing to conflict and misery. Afghanistan, Ethiopia, and Yemen are the countries most at danger 

of humanitarian deterioration in 2022, according to the UN. 

Source: https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-emergency-watchlist-2022-afghanistan-tops-list-

countries-most-risk-year-ahead-irc  

 

4. The new ASEAN Envoy for Myanmar's crisis will be H.E. Prak Sokhonn, Cambodia's Deputy Prime 

Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation. While presiding over the 

inauguration ceremony of the Hyatt Regency Phnom Penh Hotel here this morning, the Incoming 

ASEAN Chair, Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of 

Cambodia, revealed the new envoy nomination. Senior Minister H.E. Cham Prasidh, Minister of 

Industry, Science, Technology, and Innovation, who had been with him during Cambodia's peace 

negotiations, will also be part of the delegation to assist with the Myanmar issue, according to Samdech 

Techo Hun Sen. 
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Source: https://akp.gov.kh/post/detail/244489  

 

5. According to the outcomes seen by Fresh News on Tuesday, Cambodian foreign minister Prak Sokhonn 

discussed Cambodia's key priorities and deliverables for the ASEAN Community building process next 

year, as well as immediate attention on engendering a peaceful process to resolve Myanmar's crisis, 

which should be Myanmar-owned and Myanmar-led. The minister participated in a video conference 

between ASEAN Foreign Ministers and G7 Foreign and Development Ministers on December 12, 2021 

in Liverpool, United Kingdom. 

 Source: http://en.freshnewsasia.com/index.php/en/localnews/26198-2021-12-14-08-11-40.html 

 

6. President Biden has received a letter from a coalition of Jewish organisations demanding him to do 

more to combat the Chinese government's genocide of ethnic Uyghurs. The US State Department 

announced in January 2021, under former President Trump, that China has been perpetrating crimes 

against humanity against Muslim Uyghurs and other members of ethnic and religious minority groups 

in Xinjiang since at least March 2017. According to the State Department, over one million individuals 

have been arbitrarily detained. 

Source: https://thehill.com/changing-america/resilience/refugees/585798-jewish-groups-push-biden-

to-take-more-action-on-uyghur  

 

7. According to the Kremlin, Russian President Vladimir Putin and French President Emmanuel Macron 

discussed the refugee problem at the Belarus-EU border and expressed hope that the matter will be 

resolved soon. 

Source: https://tass.com/politics/1375505  
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