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1. European electricity prices rocketed to new highs when Electricite de France SA announced that two 

nuclear reactors will go down abruptly and two others will be shut down for an extended period of 

time, just as the continent braces for a cold spell with already depleted gas supplies. 

Source: https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-12-16/europe-s-energy-crunch-deepens-as-

france-extends-nuclear-halts?sref=aN0yrHoF  

 

2. In a massive atomic humanist victory, the Netherlands goes nuclear. The Dutch government plans to 

maintain the existing nuclear facility operational while also constructing two new full-scale water-

cooled reactors. 

Source: https://michaelshellenberger.substack.com/p/netherlands-goes-nuclear-in-massive  

 

3. Fluor Corporation (FLR.N) announced on Tuesday that its nuclear energy company NuScale Power 

aims to go public by combining with a blank-check corporation in a $1.9 billion deal, including debt. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/markets/us/fluors-nuclear-energy-unit-nuscale-go-public-via-19-

bln-spac-deal-2021-12-

14/?taid=61b8e508a20ea2000188a804&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_med

ium=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter  

 

4. South Australia's deputy premier and energy minister, as well as NSW Liberal senator Jim Molan, 

have backed future nuclear energy for Australia's regions, confirming federal regionalisation minister 

Bridget McKenzie's belief that it provides excellent potential for regional growth. 

Source: https://www.flownews24.com.au/post/momentum-builds-behind-smr-nuclear-energy-for-

regional-australia  

 

5. On Thursday, while Sweden's new Social Democrat Prime Minister Magdalena Andersson attended 

her first European Council conference, the Riksdag's Committee on EU Affairs debated whether 

nuclear energy should be included in the EU's taxonomy. Although COVID-19, high energy costs, and 

the migrant crisis on Sweden's border with Belarus dominated Thursday's European Council agenda, 

the energy issue took centre stage when PM Andersson met with the EU affairs committee of Sweden's 

parliament before of the meeting. 

Source: https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/short_news/nuclear-debate-follows-swedish-pm-

to-her-first-eu-summit/  

 

6. According to Austrian chancellor Karl Nehammer, Austria's objection to nuclear energy's inclusion in 

the EU taxonomy has paid off, as the final conclusions of Thursday's European Council conference 

made no mention of the contentious topic. "We have won a battle today, but not the war on nuclear 

energy in the European Union," Nehammer said following the summit at a press conference. 
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Source: https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/short_news/austrian-chancellor-on-eu-taxonomy-

we-have-won-a-battle-today/  

 

7. According to national research conducted in a three-year project coordinated by the IAEA, countries 

ranging from Armenia and Ghana to Poland and Turkey show significant potential for using nuclear 

energy to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and meet climate change goals, including those 

agreed at the COP26 climate summit. 

Source: https://www.miragenews.com/nuclear-energy-for-climate-change-mitigation-to-697011/  
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1. On Thursday (Dec. 16), four Chinese military jets briefly entered Taiwan's air defense identification 

zone (ADIZ), the 14th such intrusion this month. According to the Ministry of National Defense, four 

People's Liberation Army Air Force (PLAAF) Shenyang J-16 fighter jets flew in the southwestern 

corner of Taiwan's ADIZ (MND). Taiwan retaliated by sending planes, broadcasting radio warnings, 

and deploying air defense missile systems to keep an eye on the PLAAF planes. 

Source: https://www.taiwannews.com.tw/en/news/4379546  

 

2. According to UK MPs, the Wuhan lab breach is now the most likely source of Covid. Covid-19 could 

possibly be a manufactured virus, according to Dr. Alina Chan. 

Source: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2021/12/15/wuhan-lab-leak-now-likely-origin-covid-mps-

told/  

 

3. German frigate of the Brandenburg class Bayern Munich has sailed into the South China Sea. 

According to Al Arabiya, the German Brandenburg-class frigate Bayern went into the South China Sea 

for the first time in nearly 20 years on December 15, 2021. 

Source: https://www.navyrecognition.com/index.php/naval-news/naval-news-

archive/2021/december/11122-german-brandenburg-class-frigate-bayern-enters-south-china-sea.html  

 

4. According to Izvestia, the Ministry of Defense has already begun construction of facilities for the 

Northern Fleet to store and handle the navy's new powerful Tsirkon missile. The importance of the 

Northern Fleet is the basis for giving it precedence over the Baltic, Black Sea, and Pacific fleets. 

Source: https://missiledefenseadvocacy.org/threat-news/northern-fleet-first-to-get-storage-and-

maintenance-facility-for-tsirkon-missile/  

 

5. The Ukrainian Ministry of Defense intends to reach an agreement with the State Kyiv Design Bureau 

"LUCH" to produce a second battalion of Neptune coastal missile systems. The company's CEO, Oleg 

Korostelov, revealed this knowledge in an interview with the Apostrophe TV station (Security Talks 

initiative). 

Source: https://missiledefenseadvocacy.org/missile-defense-news/neptune-coastal-missile-system-
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6. The long-awaited missile batteries on Ishigaki are part of a wider package of military enhancements to 

Japan's isolated southwestern islands, and they reflect a shift in Japanese attitudes toward China that 

has accelerated in the wake of the recent Taiwan dispute. 

Source: https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/16/world/asia/ishigaki-japan-missiles-

taiwan.html?smid=tw-share  

 

7. Three companies were blacklisted by the US Commerce Department on Thursday for attempting to 

offer support to Iran's sophisticated conventional weapons and missile programmes through exports to 

China. The three companies were put to the department's entity list for ties to China and "actions 

contrary to the national security or foreign policy interests of the United States," according to the 

Bureau of Industry and Security. 

Source: https://www.msn.com/en-ae/news/world/us-blacklists-three-companies-for-supporting-irans-

missile-programme/ar-AARSGyF?ocid=BingNewsSearch  

 

8. Trump alleges that China's hypersonic missile programme is based on stolen American 

technology. 'Somebody gave them, during the Obama Administration, everything we had on 

hypersonic’,' says one source. 

Source: https://www.tech-gate.org/usa/2021/12/09/donald-trump-claims-chinas-hypersonic-missile-

program-uses-stolen-american-technology/  

 

9. According to Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Ryabkov, the deployment of US intermediate- 

and shorter-range missiles in Asia will change Moscow's attitude on the missile ban. 

Source: https://tass.com/politics/1377317?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter  

 

10. Russia's strategic missile commander has stated that the country's defense forces are building new 

hypersonic strategic systems as the US seeks an "antidote" to the advanced missiles. "We must 

understand this and do it and go further in hypersonic weapons. By the time they find an antidote, we 

must have found another solution to this," Colonel-General Sergei Karakaev told Russia's TASS news 

agency. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/by-the-time-they-find-an-antidote-russia-targets-new-

hypersonic-missile-systems-437698   
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1. Hundreds of Scientists Ask Biden to Cut the U.S. Nuclear Arsenal. In a letter, the scientists also urged 

President Biden to declare that the United States would never be the first to use nuclear weapons in a 
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conflict. 

Source: https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/16/us/politics/scientists-letter-nuclear-arsenal.html  

 

2. Australia’s programme to equip its navy with nuclear-powered submarines does not fall foul of the 

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), a senior US official insisted on Thursday. 

The new defence alliance that Australia officially entered into with Britain and the United States last 

month could allow it to become the only non-nuclear weapons power to own nuclear-run submarines. 

Brazil is also pursuing nuclear propulsion for one of it’s submarines. 

Source: https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/917341-australia-nuclear-sub-deal-in-line-with-non-

proliferation-treaty  

 

3. Talks to revive the Iran nuclear deal will be held in Vienna on Friday before breaking for a "few days", 

Iran’s chief negotiator Ali Bagheri Kani said. Kani and members of the Iranian delegation wait for the 

start of a meeting of the JCPOA Joint Commission in Vienna, Austria November 29, 2021. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/iran-top-negotiator-says-nuclear-talks-pause-few-

days-2021-12-

17/?taid=61bc45de92a8110001a3eb71&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_medi

um=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter  

 

4. The remaining parties to the 2015 Iran nuclear deal plan to meet on Friday at 1300 GMT to adjourn 

talks on salvaging that deal, three diplomats said on Thursday. The indirect talks between Iran and 

the United States on bringing both back into full compliance with the deal are in their seventh round. 

One of the diplomats said they were due to resume on Dec. 27 while another gave a time frame between 

Christmas and the New Year. 

Source: https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/headlines/1850859-iran-nuclear-talks-are-due-to-

adjourn-on-friday-diplomats-say  

 

5. Iran says it is ready to strike Israeli cities and warns Israel of any 'wrong move', even as world powers 

scramble to save the 2015 nuclear deal. Meanwhile, Tehran has allowed IAEA security cameras at 

nuclear site in Karaj. 

Source: https://twitter.com/WIONews/status/1471521753457475590  

 

6. Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman on Tuesday called for an “effective and serious” approach 

to Iran’s ballistic and nuclear program, during a Gulf summit in Riyadh. The de facto ruler was 

representing his country at the Gulf Cooperation Council meeting, which brought together Saudi 

Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman and Qatar. 

Source: https://www.timesofisrael.com/saudis-seek-serious-approach-to-iran-nuclear-program-

suggest-joining-negotiations/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter  

 

7. Negotiators trying to save the 2015 landmark Iran nuclear deal were due to take stock in Vienna on 

Friday ahead of a brief pause in the negotiations. Iran’s top nuclear negotiator said that “good progress” 

had been made in recent days. He did not provide further details. 

Source: https://www.timesofisrael.com/iran-says-good-progress-made-in-nuclear-talks-this-

week/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter  
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1. UN Deputy High Commissioner for human rights Nada Al-Nashif delivered an oral update on the 

human rights situation in Afghanistan on Tuesday. She briefed the Human Rights Council in Geneva 

on how the humanitarian crisis has worsened in Afghanistan since the takeover of Kabul by the Taliban 

in August of this year. Al-Nashif reported the highest number of civilian casualties, with women and 

children representing almost half of them, had already been recorded this year before the Taliban 

takeover. 

Source: https://www.jurist.org/news/2021/12/un-deputy-rights-chief-updates-council-on-afghanistan-

humanitarian-crisis/  

 

2. In the four months that have passed, the Taliban have solidified their rule, the international community 

has responded with sanctions and asset freezes of funds, and a humanitarian crisis of epic proportions 

has begun unfolding. According to the United Nations, “nearly 23 million people – that is 55% of the 

population – are facing extreme levels of hunger and nearly 9 million of them are at risk of famine.”  

Source: https://www.kqed.org/forum/2010101887009/humanitarian-crisis-in-afghanistan-raises-fears-

in-bay-area-afghan-community  

 

3. The United States has been ramping up pressure on China amid a crop of disputes, with President Joe 

Biden's administration a day earlier targeting producers of painkillers that have contributed to America's 

addiction crisis. 

Source: https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/us-sanctions-china-imposes-new-trade-curbs-

over-uyghur-rights-101639696287363.html  

 

4. Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen on Wednesday named his country’s top diplomat as special envoy 

to Myanmar in a move aimed at resolving the political crisis in that country that has seen more than a 

thousand killed in protests calling for a return to democratic rule. Prak Sokhonn, now Cambodia’s 

foreign minister, will represent the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, a 10-member regional bloc 

now chaired by Hun Sen in an annual rotation among ASEAN states. 

Source: https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/indonesian/hun-sen-asean-envoy-

12152021195904.html   

 

5. A photographer detained after an anti-coup protest in Myanmar's biggest city last week has died while 

in custody, according to accounts from his friends, media reports and an advocacy group. Soe Naing, 

who trained as a graphic designer and started documenting demonstrations after the military seized 

power in February, was detained last Friday while taking photographs of deserted Yangon streets during 

a "silent strike" protest. 

Source: https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/photographer-soe-naing-arrested-at-myanmar-protest-dies-

in-custody-report-2655807  

 

6. Saudi Arabia has sent two aircraft carrying humanitarian aid to Afghanistan, state media reported, its 

first such initiative since the Taliban took control of the crisis-stricken country in August. The 
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kingdom’s state-run King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Center (KSRelief) sent more than 65 

tonnes of aid, including 1,647 food baskets, the official Saudi Press Agency said on Thursday. 

Source: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/12/17/saudi-arabia-sends-humanitarian-aid-to-

afghanistan  
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