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1. On December 13, the Pilgrim nuclear power plant in Massachusetts completed the removal of all fissile 

material from its reactor building by placing the final multi-purpose canister carrying used nuclear fuel 

in dry storage. The procedure, which was completed 30 months after the reactor was shut down, set a 

new world record for the fastest transfer of old fuel from a plant to on-site storage, according to Holtec 

International. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Defuelling-of-Pilgrim-completed-in-record-

time  

 

2. With the signing of a memorandum of cooperation between NuScale and Kazakhstan Nuclear Power 

Plants (KNPP), a branch of the government's Samruk-Kazyna National Welfare Fund, Kazakhstan has 

begun to investigate the deployment of small reactors. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Kazakhstan-looks-to-small-nuclear-reactors  

 

3. Nuclear power is one of the most reliable low-carbon energy sources accessible, but the disasters at 

Fukushima, Chernobyl, and Three Mile Island still lurk large in the minds of investors, generating 

doubt and anxiety. 

Source: https://edition.cnn.com/2021/12/19/energy/nuclear-energy-climate-cmd-intl/index.html  

 

4. The United States Trade and Development Agency (USTDA) announced that it will assist Ukrainian 

authorities in evaluating NuScale's compact reactor technology in preparation for potential exports. To 

identify potential difficulties and give recommendations, a gap analysis will compare the technology 

to the Ukrainian regulatory structure. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Export-support-for-NuScale-to-Ukraine  

 

5. According to a key commissioner, the European Union will most likely include gas and nuclear power 

as sustainable green-energy investments in its proposed list, which will be revealed in mid-January.  

Source: https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-12-19/eu-likely-to-put-gas-nuclear-in-

green-lists-commissioner-says?sref=ZVajCYcV  
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MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

  

 

 

1. On December 19, two rockets were fired at the US Embassy in Baghdad. According to reports, the US 

military shot down one rocket, while the second landed some 500 metres distant. 

Source: https://www.news18.com/videos/ivideos/two-rockets-fired-near-us-embassy-in-baghdad-pro-

iran-militant-groups-hand-suspected-4571408.html  

 

2. Russia is preparing to launch the Sarmat ICBM, its superheavy, hypersonic, and largest weapon of 

mass destruction. The new ICBMs, which will be deployed in a few months, will provide a significant 

deterrent to NATO members. The announcement is significant since relations between Russia and the 

military alliance have recently reached a high point. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/the-samrat-of-missiles-russia-ready-to-deploy-hypersonic-capable-

sarmat-icbm/  

 

3. Russia is planning to replace its R-36 Intercontinental Ballistic Missile (ICBM) fleet, which is nearing 

the end of its service life. The R-36 missiles will be replaced with the R-28 Sarmat missiles, which can 

carry hypersonic glide vehicles. 

Source: https://www.news18.com/videos/ivideos/amid-nato-tension-russia-to-get-superheavy-sarmat-

missile-that-can-carry-hypersonic-glide-vehicles-4571180.html  

 

4. According to US Air Force Brig. Gen. Heath Collins, the third test flight of the US AGM-183A Air-

Launched Rapid Response Weapon (ARRW) was a failure, much like the previous ones, and the causes 

have yet to be determined. The missile failed to separate from the wing of the B-52H bomber during 

the test. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/us-air-forces-hypersonic-missile-test-fails-c-130-aircraft/  

 

5. Iran's ballistic missile stockpile is growing in size, range, and accuracy, according to a report by the 

Washington Institute for Near East Policy. "Tehran has doubled down on the strategic importance of 

missile systems that can threaten US forces and allies, even as its defensive justifications for such an 

arsenal ring more hollow than ever," stated the report, written by associate fellow Farzin Nadimi and 

released this week. 

Source: https://www.algemeiner.com/2021/12/17/report-irans-ballistic-missile-arsenal-still-growing-

in-size-reach-and-accuracy/  

 

6. The latest generation nuclear-capable ballistic missile 'Agni P' was successfully tested by India on 

Saturday from Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam Island off the coast of Odisha, according to the Defence Research 

and Development Organisation. According to the company, the 'Agni P' is a two-stage solid propellant 

ballistic missile with twin redundant navigation and guiding systems. 

Source: https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-successfully-tests-nuclear-capable-ballistic-

missile-agni-p-7678965/  

 

7. The inaugural meetings of the AUKUS Trilateral Joint Steering Groups were held recently in Australia, 

the United Kingdom, and the United States of America, and they agreed on the next steps to define the 
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best path for Australia to acquire nuclear-powered submarines. They also committed to significantly 

improve interoperability to strengthen security and stability in the Indo-Pacific region and beyond. 

Source: https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/aukus-reaffirms-pathway-for-

australia-to-acquire-nuclear-powered-submarines-121121800148_1.html  

 

8. According to a review of the legislation passed earlier this week, Congress approved $200 million in 

financing for Israel's key missile defence systems as part of the yearly US defence budget package. Iron 

Dome, Israel's main defence against rocket assaults from Hamas and other Iran-backed terror groups, 

would receive $108 million from the National Defense Authorization Act, the enormous annual 

spending measure. 

Source: https://missiledefenseadvocacy.org/missile-defense-news/congress-approves-200-million-

for-israels-missile-defense-needs/  

 

9. Biden wants to avoid repeating Obama's failures by taking swift action to prevent Putin from invading 

Ukraine. When the US intelligence community first detected evidence that Russia was planning a new 

attack on Ukraine in the fall, President Joe Biden ordered his government to respond quickly.  

Source: https://edition.cnn.com/2021/12/19/politics/joe-biden-russia-ukraine-obama-2014/index.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION  

  

 

 

 

1. The G7 nations reaffirmed the goal of the complete, verifiable, and irreversible abandonment of all of 

the North's weapons of mass destruction and ballistic missile programmes in accordance with relevant 

UNSC resolutions in a chair statement released after the G7 foreign and development ministers' meeting 

held a week ago in Britain. 

Source: http://world.kbs.co.kr/service/news_view.htm?lang=e&Seq_Code=166361  

 

2. According to the Pentagon's second-highest-ranking officer, China's deployment of a new hypersonic 

weapons system could signal a shift away from its pledge not to use nuclear weapons first in a potential 

conflict. 

Source: https://www.theepochtimes.com/mkt_app/chinas-hypersonic-weapon-could-be-for-nuclear-

first-use-pentagon-no-2_4111527.html?v=ul  

 

3. The United States is taking the danger of war with China seriously. China has been designated as the 

United States' major adversary, civilian authorities have urged the military to build credible plans to 

defend Taiwan, and President Joe Biden has made it clear that the US would not allow the island 

democracy to be conquered. 

Source: https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/china/2021-12-16/washington-preparing-wrong-war-

china?utm_campaign=tw_daily_soc&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter_posts  
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4. Nearly 700 scientists and engineers, including 21 Nobel laureates, urged President Biden to use his 

upcoming announcement of a new national strategy for managing nuclear weapons as an opportunity 

to reduce the United States' nuclear arsenal by a third and declare, for the first time, that the US would 

never be the first to use nuclear weapons in a conflict. 

Source: https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/16/us/politics/scientists-letter-nuclear-arsenal.html  

 

5. On Saturday, Russia dispatched two nuclear-capable long-range bombers to patrol the skies over 

Belarus, highlighting the two partners' robust defence ties in the face of Western tensions. The two Tu-

22M3 strategic strike bombers practised "doing combined missions with the Belarusian air force and 

air defence," according to the Russian Defense Ministry. The bombers were escorted by Su-30 fighter 

fighters supplied by Russia to Belarus. 

Source: https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/russia-sends-nuclear-capable-bombers-patrol-

belarus-81831544  

 

6. On a visit to German troops stationed in Lithuania to prevent a Russian invasion, German Defence 

Minister Christine Lambrecht said on Sunday that NATO will debate Russia's security 

recommendations but will not allow Moscow to dictate the alliance's military stance. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/nato-will-not-let-russia-dictate-its-military-posture-

germany-says-2021-12-

19/?taid=61bf61945bce710001f003ae&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_mediu

m=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter  

 

 

 

  

 

UN REFORMS 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Hundreds of thousands of people marched to the presidential palace in Sudan's capital, Khartoum, on 

Sunday in protest of the military coup on October 25, witnesses told Reuters, drawing tear gas and stun 

grenades from security forces. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/security-forces-deploy-sudans-khartoum-against-

planned-post-coup-protests-2021-12-

19/?taid=61bf5f3d92a8110001a4665b&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_mediu

m=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter  

 

2. At least 1.8 million Uyghurs are jailed in internment camps, and both detained and "graduated" Uyghurs 

are forced to work. No Uyghur is safe from the repercussions of Beijing's harsh campaign in Xinjiang. 

Even youngsters are taken to state-run boarding schools to be raised. However, the brunt of China's 

genocide is directed at women. 

Source: https://frcblog.com/2021/12/chinas-tragic-war-uyghur-women/  
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3. The US has launched a barrage of moves to condemn China's treatment of the Uyghur minority, with 

legislators moving to stifle trade and imposing additional penalties on the Chinese government. This is 

the latest action taken against the world's largest consumer drone manufacturer for human rights 

violations. 

Source: https://www.firstpost.com/world/us-sanctions-china-over-abuse-of-uyghurs-all-about-this-

muslim-minority-and-why-beijing-is-accused-of-genocide-10219521.html  

 

4. Tursunay Ziyawudun, who was arrested in northern China's Xinjiang province, has described how she 

was gang raped and her "private parts were tortured with electricity" during her confinement at a labour 

camp, according to the New York Post. 

Source: https://www.dtnext.in/News/World/2021/12/19145707/1334681/Uyghur-woman-recalls-

torture-at-China-labour-camp.vpf  

 

5. S. Jaishankar, India's foreign minister, spoke about India's and Central Asia's shared worries about 

Afghanistan, including the spread of terrorism and radicalism. India would be a ‘steadfast partner’, 

Jaishankar tells foreign ministers of Central Asian nations at the third India-Central Asia foreign 

ministers’ dialogue. 

Source: https://www.livemint.com/news/world/we-must-find-ways-to-help-the-people-of-afghanistan-

11639935585541.html  

  

6. US airstrikes conducted with imprecise targeting and “deeply flawed intelligence killed thousands of 

civilians in Iraq, Syria, Afghanistan” according to new US media reports.  

Source: https://www.aninews.in/news/world/us/pentagon-downplayed-civilian-death-toll-in-iraq-

syria-afghanistan-in-us-airstrikes-report20211219135118/  

 

7. A meeting between External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and his Tajikistan counterpart Sirojiddin 

Muhriddin in New Delhi on Saturday focused on the situation in Afghanistan, regional security, 

commerce, and connectivity. 

Source: https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-tajikistan-hold-talks-on-afghan-crisis-

101639865548407.html  

 

8. Dr S Jaishankar, the External Affairs Minister (EAM), appealed for an inclusive administration in Kabul 

on Sunday to assist Afghan people following the Taliban's takeover of the country. In his opening 

remarks at the third India-Central Asia Dialogue, Jaishankar further stressed the importance of 

providing unrestricted humanitarian supplies to Afghanistan. 

Source: https://english.jagran.com/india/at-3rd-india-central-asia-dialogue-jaishankar-expresses-

concerns-over-afghanistan-crisis-10036571  

 

9. According to a senior Thai official who stated battles between the military and ethnic rebels were still 

ongoing on Sunday, Thailand has moved over 600 Myanmar refugees back across the border. Before 

crossing the border into northwest Thailand's Tak region on Sunday morning, some of the refugees told 

Reuters that they had volunteered to return. 

Source: https://indianexpress.com/article/world/thailand-sends-refugees-back-to-myanmar-as-clashes-

continue-7680612/  

 

10. According to the advocacy group Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, nearly all of the 11,000 

persons seized by the junta in a ruthless crackdown were tortured in some way. According to the group, 
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at least 184 people have been tortured to death, including a journalist named Ko Soe Naing, who was 

arrested on Dec. 10 while reporting a rally in Yangon. Aung Kyaw, a video journalist with Burma's 

independent Democratic Voice, was a prime target. 

Source: https://indianexpress.com/article/world/i-didnt-look-like-a-human-journalist-tells-of-

myanmar-torture-7678752/  

 

11. According to the UN Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights, Nada Al-Nashif, an estimated 

5,000 to 7,000 persons are jailed as a result of the government's declaration of a state of emergency and 

its "excessively broad provision" last month. 

Source: https://www.arabnews.com/node/1988856/middle-east  

 

12. After a senior UN official acknowledged there had been violations on all sides and huge arrests under 

a government crackdown, the United Nations Human Rights Council decided on Friday to initiate an 

independent investigation into abuses in the Ethiopian war. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/ethiopia-conflict-marked-by-violations-all-sides-mass-

arrests-un-2021-12-17/  
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