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1. President Joe Biden made climate policy a top goal for his administration, including rejoining the Paris 

Agreement. A whole-of-government approach is central to the administration's policy, which includes 

mobilising all agencies, setting strong carbon reduction goals, and promoting energy innovation. This 

approach is seeing a rising realisation across the federal government that nuclear carbon-free energy is 

a key part of any feasible climate solution, and that it is backed up by the ability to act fiscally and 

legislatively. 

Source: https://www.nei.org/news/2021/from-momentum-to-action-president-bidens-budget  

 

2. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) of the United States recently released a draught safety 

evaluation report suggesting initial acceptance of Kairos Power's source term technique for their 

fluoride salt-cooled high temperature reactor (KP-FHR). 

Source: https://www.energy.gov/ne/articles/nrc-issues-key-safety-report-kairos-power-reactor  

 

3. According to Bloomberg New Energy Finance, EVs might account for more than 70% of the new-car 

market in the United States by 2040. The heavy lifting will be done by nuclear-generated electricity, 

which is the only carbon-free, stable energy source available 24 hours a day. 

Source: https://www.nei.org/advantages/electric-vehicles  

 

4. Ministers from Hungary, Slovakia, the Czech Republic, and Poland (the Visegrad 4) convened in Paks 

and decided that "Without nuclear power it will not be possible to achieve the goals of climate 

neutrality." They demanded that the European Commission accept its inclusion in the sustainable 

investment taxonomy. The seminar was held near the Paks nuclear power station, which generates 48 

percent of Hungary's electricity. János Süli, Hungary's minister in charge of Paks expansion, led a 

discussion on energy sovereignty and security. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/V4-countries-reiterate-support-for-nuclear  

 

5. Warren Buffett and Bill Gates have chosen a remote Wyoming hamlet for the construction of a new 

modest nuclear power station to help replace the state's coal-fired units. TerraPower plans to develop a 

$4 billion, 345-megawatt plant at the Naughton Power Plant in Kemmerer, Wyoming, roughly 130 

miles northeast of Salt Lake City, pending federal and local permission, the company revealed Tuesday. 

Source: https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2021/11/16/warren-buffett-bill-gates-build-

nuclear-power-plant-wyoming/8634699002/  

 

6. The US business Westinghouse and Ukraine's state nuclear power company Energoatom announced a 

deal on November 22 for the construction of five additional nuclear power units, including two at the 

existing Khmelnitski site. 

Source: https://www.nucnet.org/news/energoatom-confirms-westinghouse-agreement-is-for-five-new-

nuclear-plants-11-2-2021  
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7. Last Monday's passage of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act included some favourable 

provisions for nuclear power. The Bill includes investment commitments ranging from more than $7 

billion for the battery supply chain to $3.5 billion for a weatherization aid programme. $11 billion would 

be spent on grants for states, tribes, and utilities to improve the power grid's resilience in the face of 

cyberattacks and extreme weather, which nuclear power excels at. 

Source: https://www.forbes.com/sites/jamesconca/2021/11/23/bidens-infrastructure-bill-needs-a-

quick-win-for-nuclear/?sh=4618c93356d1  

 

8. Two of the world's wealthiest men have joined forces to combat global warming. Bill Gates and Warren 

Buffet, the world's fourth and tenth wealthiest people, with estimated net worths of $140 billion and 

$103 billion, respectively, are collaborating on a cutting-edge clean energy project that they believe has 

the potential to make a significant dent in global greenhouse gas emissions if scaled up successfully.  

Source: https://oilprice.com/Alternative-Energy/Nuclear-Power/The-Two-Billionaires-Reimagining-

Nuclear-Energy.html  

 

9. According to one advocacy group, if Canada is serious about transitioning to a net-zero future, the 

government needs to pay greater attention to nuclear energy.  This involves maintaining support for the 

next generation of nuclear technology (small modular reactors, or SMRs), as well as the construction 

of new CANDU reactors and the refurbishment of current ones. Chris Keefer, president of Canadians 

for Nuclear Energy, is concerned that the incoming federal cabinet would be less supportive of nuclear 

power than previous ministers. He's worried that Environment Minister Steven Guilbeault may block 

Canada's nuclear expansion.  

Source: https://ipolitics.ca/2021/11/22/ottawa-urged-to-give-nuclear-energy-a-boost/ 

 

 

 

 

 

MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

 

 

1. According to various reports, China's globe-circling hypersonic missile, whose launch created ripples 

throughout the world, also included the launch of a separate missile from the ultra-high-speed vehicle. 

The Financial Times and the Wall Street Journal asserted that the test revealed China's development 

of strategic, nuclear-capable missiles to be more advanced than anybody had expected, shocking 

Pentagon officials. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/chinas-hypersonic-test-also-included-launch-of-second-

missile-reports-431476  

 

2. After two successful test launches, flight development testing of the Tsirkon hypersonic missile from 

an underwater carrier will continue in 2024 from the Project 885M Yasen-M nuclear-powered 

submarine Perm (NATO reporting name: Severodvinsk-class), according to a defence industry source. 

As TASS reported earlier, the modified submarine Perm that is the fifth Project 885M nuclear-powered 

submarine will be the first regular underwater carrier of Tsirkon hypersonic missiles. The submarine 

is planned to be delivered to the Russian Navy in 2025. 

Source: https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2021/11/russia-to-resume-tests-of-tsirkon-
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3. A week after China successfully launched a missile that circled the globe before reaching a target, a 

top Space Force officer said on Saturday that the US had "a lot of catching up to do very fast" to equal 

Beijing's hypersonic capacity. This week, Russia launched a hypersonic missile from a warship in the 

Arctic, demonstrating how swiftly Washington, D.C.'s two main adversaries are advancing in this 

technology. 

Source: https://www.politico.com/news/2021/11/20/hypersonic-technology-us-behind-china-russia-

523130  

 

4. China conducted a hypersonic weapon test in July, firing a missile at five times the speed of sound, a 

technological accomplishment that no other country has achieved, according to US intelligence. 

The hypersonic glide vehicle, which can carry a nuclear warhead, launched a missile in mid-flight over 

the South China Sea, surprising Pentagon specialists. 

Source: https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10228497/Pentagon-officials-baffled-Chinese-

hypersonic-missile-technology-deploy-nuke.html  

 

5. In support of Lockheed Martin's AIM-260 Joint Advanced Tactical Missile programme, the US Air 

Force has been flying QF-16 Full-Scale Aerial Target, or FSAT, flights. While the AIM-260, or JATM, 

is still a top-secret weapon, it's evident that testing is well underway, with roughly 30 FSAT missions 

completed just last year. This makes sense, given that the new missile is expected to be deployed on 

Air Force and Navy aircraft as soon as next year. 

Source: https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/43235/testing-of-air-forces-secretive-new-long-

range-air-to-air-missile-is-now-well-underway?xid=twittershare  

 

6. Russia’s new S-550 and S-500 surface-to-air missile systems will jointly defend strategically important 

Russian facilities from missiles and space threats, a source close to the Russian Defense Ministry told 

TASS. 

Source: https://tass.com/defense/1365397  

 

7. India is likely to discuss potential sale of super-advanced S-500 & S-550 missile systems with Russia 

next month. Russian President Vladimir Putin is scheduled to visit India in December to hold bilateral 

dialogue with PM Narendra Modi. A report in Eurasian times said that PM Modi could discuss 

potential sale of S-500 and S-500 missile systems with Putin. If talks are fruitful, India could become 

the first foreign buyer of the Russian-made S-500 & S-550 SAM Air Defence Systems. 

Source: https://www.hindustantimes.com/videos/news/after-s400-india-russia-likely-to-hold-talks-

on-s500-and-s550-missile-systems-101637638564963.html  

 

8. The United States has not made a determination yet on any potential Countering America’s Adversies 

Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA) waiver to India with regard to its purchase of S-400missile defense 

system from Russia, the Biden Administration said on Tuesday. 

Source: https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/s-400-russian-missiles-deal-no-decision-yet-on-

waiver-for-india-says-us/articleshow/87879762.cms  

 

9. The Russian Defense Minister Sergey Shoigu stated during a working meeting with his Chinese 

colleague Wei Fenghe on Tuesday that the inter-governmental agreement between the two countries 

on notifying one other about ballistic missile and space rocket carrier launches will be extended. 
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Source: https://tass.com/defense/1365199  

 

10.  According to Syrian state tv, Israeli forces targeted a facility in Homs, central Syria, in the  early hours 

of Wednesday morning. According to Syrian media reports, two people were killed, a third was 

wounded, and six soldiers were injured in the attack. 

Source: https://www.timesofisrael.com/israeli-missiles-target-several-sites-in-homs-claims-syria/  

 

 

 

 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION  

 

 

 

 

1. President Moon Jae-in appears to be hell-bent on cementing his reputation as the "peace president," 

and an end-of-war declaration helps him do so. The Moon administration also believes that such a 

proclamation will demonstrate to Kim Jong-un that the ROK/US partnership is abandoning its "hostile 

policy," as Kim describes it. This assumption is followed by a second erroneous assumption that the 

declaration will lead to a jump-starting of North-South engagement and denuclearization negotiations.  

Source: https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2021/11/22/end-of-korean-war-

declaration/?utm_content=buffer904ee&utm_medium=Twitter+(via+Buffer)&utm_source=twitter.co

m/fdd&utm_campaign=@FDD+via+Buffer+feed  

 

2. After the director-general of the nuclear watchdog visited Tehran days before discussions to revive the 

2015 nuclear deal resume in Vienna, Iran and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) agreed 

to maintain communication and engagement. Rafael Grossi arrived in Tehran late Monday and met 

with Mohammad Eslami, Iran's nuclear chief, early the next day. During a joint press conference, the 

two stated that they had decided to continue talks. 

Source: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/11/23/iran-iaea-agree-to-continue-dialogue-ahead-of-

vienna-talksthe-tw  

 

3. A day after returning from Tehran, the director of the UN nuclear watchdog said he "could not agree" 

in negotiations with Iranian authorities to address disputes over the country's atomic programme. "We 

could not agree yesterday, despite my best efforts," Rafael Grossi, the Director-General of the 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), told reporters on Wednesday. 

Source: https://news.cgtn.com/news/2021-11-24/IAEA-chief-says-he-could-not-agree-in-talks-with-

Iran-15sgAVGJJ4Y/index.html  

 

4. U.N. atomic watchdog chief Rafael Grossi cancelled a news conference planned for Tuesday evening 

upon his return from Tehran, where he held talks with Iranian officials over the country’s nuclear 

programme, an IAEA spokesman said.  

Source: https://www.fxempire.com/news/article/un-atomic-watchdog-chief-cancels-planned-news-

conference-post-iran-trip-iaea-spokesman-818707  

 

5. China launched a bold diplomatic effort just hours after Australia completed the next step toward 
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acquiring nuclear-powered submarines under the contentious AUKUS pact. It comes as Defence 

Minister Peter Dutton signed a formal arrangement with US and UK diplomats yesterday allowing the 

two countries to share sensitive information on the ships. 

Source: https://www.9news.com.au/world/china-leader-xi-jinping-pushes-for-nuclear-weapons-free-

south-east-asia/6d37305d-8b5f-4444-a4b3-a19b5dfdca18  

 

6. Nuclear disarmament is always a hot topic in the United Nations General Assembly First Committee, 

which wrapped up its annual four-week debate on disarmament and international security concerns on 

November 3. The summit took place against the backdrop of the ongoing COVID-19 epidemic, 

continuous nuclear weapon upgrades by all nuclear-weapons-wielding states, and the enduring dangers 

of nuclear proliferation, nuclear arms races, and nuclear conflict. In their First Committee contacts, 

proponents of nuclear disarmament emphasised these obstacles in their quest to eliminate nuclear 

weapons as soon as possible. 

Source: https://m.koreatimes.co.kr/pages/article.asp?newsIdx=319253  

 

7. Iran is adopting "arbitrary measures" against IAEA inspectors, according to Saudi Arabia's governor 

at the UN agency. He also called on Tehran to fully comply with the 2015 JCPOA nuclear deal's 

safeguard clauses and to cease escalating its nuclear programme on Tuesday, saying, "Iran's nuclear 

commitments should not be mixed with negotiations." 

Source: https://www.arabnews.com/node/1974141/middle-east  

 

8. Former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger stated on Sunday that he does not believe China would 

attack Taiwan militarily in the next decade. During an interview with CNN's Fareed Zakaria, Kissinger 

stated that the "final construction of one China" is the goal of Chinese strategy, but that he does not 

expect Beijing to employ military force in the near future. 

Source: https://thehill.com/homenews/sunday-talk-shows/582546-kissinger-i-dont-expect-an-all-out-

attack-on-taiwan-in-a-10-year  

 

 

  

UN REFORMS 

 

 

 

 

1. The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) published a "lifecycle analysis" of 

several electrical generation sources, including coal, gas, hydro, solar, wind, and nuclear power, last 

week. The long-term viability of each source was assessed using parameters such as lifetime carbon 

emissions, human toxicity, water use, and other factors. Many old-school environmentalists may be 

surprised to learn that nuclear power emits less CO2, uses less land, and consumes fewer mined metals 

than other clean energy sources like wind and solar. 

Source: https://medium.com/generation-atomic/will-surprising-un-findings-reignite-optimism-for-

nuclear-power-d0b9d84a5bf7  

 

2. Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert, the UN envoy for Iraq, has warned against a precarious post-electoral 

situation in the country and called for early government formation.  

Source: https://english.lokmat.com/politics/un-envoy-warns-of-precarious-post-electoral-situation-in-
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3. Countering the illegal arms supplies to the occupied territories is one of the security priorities for 
Ukraine, which protects its sovereignty and territorial integrity from Russian aggression. "Ukraine is 
facing the illegal large-scale arms supplies across the border section in the temporarily occupied 
territories of Donetsk and Luhansk regions and in Crimea," Deputy Permanent Representative of 

Ukraine to the UN Yuriy Vitrenko said during a UN Security Council meeting on small arms and light 
weapons on November 22, an Ukrinform correspondent reported from New York. 
Source: https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-defense/3355703-ukraine-tells-un-security-council-about-

russias-arms-supplies-to-occupied-territories.html  

 

4. India on Monday (local time), during an open debate at UN Security Council (UNSC), committed to 
implementing its international obligations regarding illicit trade in small arms. "Participated in UNSC 
Open Debate on 'Impact of diversion and trafficking of arms on peace and security' hosted by Mexican 
Presidency. India fully committed to implementing its international obligations regarding illicit trade 

in small arms," said Sanjay Bhattacharyya, Secretary to Government of India in Ministry of External 
Affairs on Twitter. Mr Bhattacharyya tweeted after speaking at the two-day high-level meeting to 
review progress in implementing the UN Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons, 
adopted by the General Assembly in July 2010. 
Source: https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/at-un-security-council-open-debate-india-commits-to-

local-obligations-on-illicit-arms-trade-2621087  

 

5. The summit of five permanent members of the UN Security Council (Russia, the UK, China, the United 

States, and France) among other topics will discuss the problem of abusing the green agenda and the 

development of non-discriminatory approaches to the energy transition by Western countries, Russian 

Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov announced on Tuesday. 

Source: https://tass.com/politics/1365349  
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