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1. According to Jean-Marc Séré-Charlet, Consul General of France in Bombay, the Jaitapur nuclear power 

project in Maharashtra is making progress after 11 years of planning, with the French company EDF 

and the Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL) collaborating to get the project off the 

ground. 

Source: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/jaitapur-would-be-the-worlds-most-powerful-

nuclear-plant/article37731290.ece   

 

2. According to a new analysis by the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, nuclear power 

emits less CO2 throughout its lifetime than any other electricity source (UNECE). When compared to 

other electricity sources, such as wind, solar, gas, and coal, the commission discovered that nuclear 

power has the lowest carbon impact, measured in grammes of CO2 per kilowatt-hour (kWh). It also 

indicated that of all the clean technologies, nuclear has the lowest lifecycle land consumption, as well 

as the lowest lifecycle mineral and metal requirements. 

Source: https://www.cityam.com/un-crowns-nuclear-as-lowest-carbon-electricity-source/  

 

3. As Eskom begins to decommission its network of old coal-fired power units, South Africa's energy 

regulator has stated that the country requires new nuclear power to provide users with base-load 

capacity. The National Energy Regulator of South Africa approved a revised plan proposed by Mineral 

Resources and Energy Minister Gwede Mantashe in August to buy 2 500 MW of new nuclear generation 

capacity. Around 2035, the energy is scheduled to be operational. A court judgment in 2017 blocked a 

previous proposal to buy 9 600 MW of nuclear power from a network of power plants. 

Source: https://techdailypost.co.za/2021/11/25/south-africa-needs-nuclear-energy-to-fill-base-load-

gap-says-energy-regulator/  

 

4. The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and the United Nations Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO) have published a book detailing major advances in the use of nuclear technology 

to control agricultural pests and insect outbreaks that have become more common as a result of climate 

change, global trade, and travel, including mosquitoes that spread diseases like dengue and Zika.  

Source: https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/pressreleases/new-publication-highlights-advances-in-use-

of-nuclear-technique-to-fight-insect-pests  

 

5. Berkeley Energia, the Australian firm that has been striving for years to establish Europe's only open-

cast uranium mine, received notice from Spain's Ministry for Ecological Transition that its request to 

build a uranium concentrate plant at Retortillo had been denied. 

Source: https://www.mining.com/spain-rejects-berkeley-energias-uranium-plant/  
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6. The firm building Western Australia's first uranium mine claims it has met the state government's 

deadline for starting operations. The Mulga Rock project in the eastern Goldfields, 300 kilometers 

north-east of Kalgoorlie-Boulder, received environmental certification from the former Liberal-

National government in December 2016. The licenses are only valid for five years, and the current 

Labor government's decision to reintroduce a moratorium on uranium mining has complicated matters 

further.  

Source: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-11-26/uranium-miner-vimy-mulga-rock-

project/100653578  

 

 

 

MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

 

 

 

1. According to MilitaryMaps, against the background of rising tensions between Russia and NATO, all 

nuclear submarines of the Pacific Fleet of the Russian Navy in a state of combat readiness left their 

places of deployment and went on alert duty.  

Source: https://english.pravda.ru/news/russia/149739-russian_submarine/  

 

2. According to sources, China has begun building new highways and roads near eastern Ladakh, as well 

as deploying missile and rocket regiments, amid the current military standoff between India and China 

along the border. 

Source: https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/china-deploying-missile-regiments-building-

highways-eastern-ladakh-1881760-2021-11-28  

 

3. China is continually monitoring India's defense preparations, using satellites and drones to do so. 

According to unique information obtained by Zee Media, cyber attackers headquartered in China are 

targeting India's defense and power sectors in order to obtain information regarding the country's 

defense readiness. 

Source: https://zeenews.india.com/india/ahead-of-s-400-triumf-missile-system-delivery-china-

monitors-indias-defence-preparedness-2414144.html  

 

4. Iran has modernised and updated its facilities, as well as increased its stockpiles and enrichment 

capabilities. It has adhered to a strict missile development schedule. Following the United States' 

withdrawal from the JCPOA, Iran declared that it was no longer bound by any limits and that it would 

proceed as it saw fit. President Ebrahim Raisi will definitely adopt a tough stance in the next Vienna 

talks, while Ali Khamenei, the Supreme Leader, has stressed that they are not in a rush.  

Source: https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/comment/irans-nuclear-calculus-of-compellence-343194  

 

5. Following the rehabilitation of relations following the Abraham Accords, Israel and Morocco recently 

signed a landmark defense deal. During the Israeli Defense Minister's visit to Rabat, the agreement lay 

the groundwork for future security collaboration, intelligence sharing, and arms sales. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/morocco-acquire-indian-israeli-air-defense-system-russian-

iskander-missile/  
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6. Poland and the United Kingdom reached an agreement on November 18 to create a new anti-air missile 

system for the country. This anti-air system would be built by MBDA, the same company that creates 

the hellfire missile that is fired from drones like the Reaper. It would utilise current Common Anti-air 

Modular Missiles (CAMMs). These missiles will be part of a ground-based air defense system that will 

be deployed to protect the country from aircraft flying over and close to it. 

Source: https://www.popsci.com/technology/poland-receives-new-missile-defense-system/  

 

7. At a ceremony in Mumbai on Thursday, the fourth Scorpene class conventional submarine, INS Vela, 

was commissioned into the Navy in the presence of Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Karambir Singh.  

Source: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/navy-commissions-submarine-ins-

vela/article37677238.ece  

 

8. As US warships 'trespass' the Taiwan Strait, China displays its Y-8Q anti-submarine aircraft. A 60-

second video of the Y-8Q anti-submarine warfare aircraft was posted on the country's state-controlled 

CGTN news channel. This comes in the backdrop of growing ties between Taiwan and the United 

States, as well as China's increased belligerence against the self-governing island state. Even as Taiwan 

reported that at least 5 Chinese warplanes had entered its Air Defense Identification Zone (AIDZ) on 

November 24, a video of PLA Navy's Y-8Q aircraft, also known as KQ-200, surfaced. According to 

Taiwan News, this was the 23rd incursion in November alone. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/chinese-showcases-y-8q-anti-submarine-aircraft-as-us-warships-

trespass-taiwan-strait-watch/  

 

9. According to Mikhail Ulyanov, Russia's permanent envoy to international organisations in Vienna, 

Moscow expects Australia, the United Kingdom, and the United States to abandon plans to deploy the 

AUKUS nuclear submarine project. 

Source: https://english.lokmat.com/international/russia-hopes-aukus-will-abandon-nuclear-

submarine-project-envoy-in-vienna/  

 

 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION  

 

 

 

 

1. The US and its allies resumed nuclear talks with Iran on Monday, unclear how Tehran's new leadership 

will approach the talks, not optimistic about the possibilities ahead, and underlining that if diplomacy 

fails, the US will "prepared to use other options." After almost six months apart, the parties to the Joint 

Comprehensive Plan of Action will meet in Vienna to discuss a mutual return to the agreement by both 

the US and Iran, but the pause has allowed new barriers to emerge. 

Source: https://www.kake.com/story/45310983/iran-nuclear-talks-to-restart-as-us-emphasizes-its-

prepared-to-use-other-options-if-diplomacy-fails  

 

2. The option of an Israeli military strike on Iran's nuclear sites must be seriously studied, according to 

the former chief of the Mossad espionage agency, days before nuclear talks between Tehran and 

Western nations resume. 

Source: https://www.timesofisrael.com/ex-mossad-chief-says-israeli-strike-on-iran-nuclear-sites-
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3. In an interview televised on Saturday, the US special envoy to Iran said that if Iran exploits the 

discussions planned to start in Vienna on Monday as a pretext to accelerate its nuclear programme, the 

US and its partners are likely to put pressure on it.  

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/pressure-likely-be-exerted-iran-if-it-uses-talks-

boost-nuclear-programme-us-2021-11-27/  

 

4. Mohammad Eslami, the head of Iran's Atomic Energy Organization (AEOI), has said that before 

threatening military action against Iran's nuclear facilities, the Zionist regime should consider its 

geographical vastness. Tehran's long-held view, according to Eslami, is that the Islamic Republic has 

no plans to build nuclear weapons.  

Source: https://www.tehrantimes.com/news/467467/Israel-must-first-see-its-true-size-before-

threatening-Iran  

 

5. According to Russia's Permanent Representative to the Vienna-based international organisations, 

Mikhail Ulyanov, after 18 months of additional review, members of the AUKUS security partnership 

(Australia, the United Kingdom, and the United States) will realize the need to abandon the nuclear 

submarine project. 

Source: https://tass.com/world/1367389  

 

6. Since early October, Jüri Luik, Estonia's permanent representative to NATO, has served as a potential 

presidential contender, foreign minister, defense minister, ambassador to the United States, and then 

ambassador to Russia. Luik discussed the tensions, the Biden administration's nuclear policy talks, 

alliance opinions of the United States' withdrawal from Afghanistan, and Estonia's and NATO's 

military modernization initiatives. 

Source: https://www.defensenews.com/global/2021/11/24/estonias-envoy-to-nato-on-the-russia-

crisis-us-nuclear-policy-and-afghanistan-pullout/  

 

7. Russia's defense minister accused US bombers of practising a nuclear strike on the country from two 

directions earlier this month, saying the planes came within 20 kilometres (12.4 miles) of the Russian 

border. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/russia-notes-significant-increase-us-bomber-activity-east-

minister-2021-11-23/  

 

8. China is drawing a link between nuclear non-proliferation talks and a western submarine pact in the 

Pacific that it opposes, potentially adding another obstacle to the tortured process of reaching a deal 

with Iran. 

Source: https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-11-26/china-asserts-its-nuclear-influence-

before-key-iran-deal-talks  
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UN REFORMS 

 

 

 

 

 

1. The Iranians are making unreasonable demands and ignoring the UN's nuclear inspector. The 

Israelis have threatened to bomb yet again. The Americans are also announcing that they are 

prepared to withdraw. The tone among negotiators is dark, if not plain bleak, as negotiations on 

reviving the Iran nuclear agreement start in Vienna on Monday after a five-month hiatus, and the 

terminology has shifted from harsh to aggressive. 

Source: https://www.politico.com/news/2021/11/27/iran-nuclear-deal-talks-fissures-523408  

 

2. As tensions rise ahead of new talks to resurrect the 2015 nuclear deal, Iran has accused the UN's 

nuclear agency of bending to pressure from its Western donors to "discriminate" against Tehran. 

“It’s a reality. The IAEA (International Atomic Energy Agency) doesn’t deal with Iran as it 

should,” Behrouz Kamalvandi, a spokesman for Iran's Atomic Energy Organization, said late 

Thursday on state television. 

Source: https://www.timesofisrael.com/iran-accuses-un-nuclear-watchdog-of-discrimination-

bowing-to-wests-pressure/  

 

3. Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu stressed the importance of reforming the United Nations 

Security Council and other key international organisations to make them more reflective of 

contemporary reality and capable of coping with difficulties on Thursday.  

Source: https://www.dailyexcelsior.com/naidu-bats-for-reforms-in-un-security-council/  

 

4. The trilateral conference between Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Russia to resolve the Nagorno-

Karabakh conflict has been welcomed by UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres. Guterres took 

note of the joint statement and noted with appreciation the role of Russia in facilitating continuing 

contacts and dialogue between Armenia and Azerbaijan, said Farhan Haq, Deputy Spokesman for 

the Secretary General, in a statement.  

Source: https://www.daijiworld.com/news/newsDisplay?newsID=898348  

 

5. The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) recently warned that the current humanitarian 

crisis in Afghanistan could devolve into disaster in the coming months, with the very real 

possibility of famine-like conditions in some areas, unless urgent large-scale assistance arrives 

soon to save lives and protect Afghan livelihoods.  

Source: https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202111/1240076.shtml  
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