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1. On Friday, the first nuclear heating project in Southeast China went online, with the first phase of the 

project capable of providing winter heating for 464,000 square metres of residential property in Haiyan 

county, Zhejiang Province. 

Source: https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202112/1240658.shtml  

 

2. Prime Minister Naftali Bennett said on Sunday that Iran must be sanctioned for breaking the nuclear 

deal, and that Tehran must be reminded that it cannot negotiate a new deal while enriching uranium. 

Source: https://www.timesofisrael.com/pm-iran-cant-both-negotiate-and-enrich-uranium-must-pay-

price-for-violating-deal/  

 

3. At least 10 districts in Bihar have reported high amounts of uranium in their groundwater, which is the 

main source of drinking water in rural regions, significantly above the World Health Organization's safe 

limit. 

Source: https://en.gaonconnection.com/uranium-groundwater-bihar-drinking-health-risks-arsenic-

cancer-kidney-liver-rural-healthcare-water/  

 

4. The long-awaited restart of nuclear talks with Iran has gotten off to a rocky start, with Iran dug in and 

its negotiating partners openly expressing dissatisfaction and pessimism. Following the conclusion of 

five days of talks in Vienna last week, the US stated that Iran did not appear to be serious. Iran has been 

accused by European officials of breaking past promises. 

Source: https://apnews.com/article/israel-iran-nuclear-talks-us-europe-

e98dae9ddad63e9d12c01811a4a34b60  

 

5. On Friday, Ontario Power Generation (OPG) announced that GE Hitachi Nuclear Energy, a joint 

venture between General Electric and Japan's Hitachi Ltd., will collaborate with the Canadian utility to 

build a small modular nuclear reactor (SMR).  

Source: https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/power/ge-hitachi-nuclear-energy-to-build-

small-reactor-in-canada/88082969  
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1. The Australian Missile Corporation has announced intentions to open a satellite office in Canberra to 

https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202112/1240658.shtml
https://www.timesofisrael.com/pm-iran-cant-both-negotiate-and-enrich-uranium-must-pay-price-for-violating-deal/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/pm-iran-cant-both-negotiate-and-enrich-uranium-must-pay-price-for-violating-deal/
https://en.gaonconnection.com/uranium-groundwater-bihar-drinking-health-risks-arsenic-cancer-kidney-liver-rural-healthcare-water/
https://en.gaonconnection.com/uranium-groundwater-bihar-drinking-health-risks-arsenic-cancer-kidney-liver-rural-healthcare-water/
https://apnews.com/article/israel-iran-nuclear-talks-us-europe-e98dae9ddad63e9d12c01811a4a34b60
https://apnews.com/article/israel-iran-nuclear-talks-us-europe-e98dae9ddad63e9d12c01811a4a34b60
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/power/ge-hitachi-nuclear-energy-to-build-small-reactor-in-canada/88082969
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/power/ge-hitachi-nuclear-energy-to-build-small-reactor-in-canada/88082969


5 December 

 

help it lead the precision guided weapons business in Australia. The AMC plans to fit out a 400 square 

metre floor plate in the national capital's Brindabella Business Park. 

Source: https://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/australian-missile-corporation-sets-up-office-in-

canberra  

 

2. A ballistic missile launch pad and a warehouse used to construct drones in Sanaa were destroyed 

Saturday, according to the Coalition to Restore Legitimacy in Yemen. According to the Saudi-led Arab 

Coalition, several experts were killed when the launch pad was destroyed. 

Source: https://english.aawsat.com/home/article/3340331/arab-coalition-destroys-ballistic-missile-

launch-pad-sanaa  

 

3. According to Natanz Governor Ramazanali Ferdowsi, the explosion that shook the Iranian city of 

Natanz on Saturday evening was caused by a training launch of an air defence missile. "According to 

the latest reports, a defense missile was fired to test the performance of rapid reaction units and then 

exploded in the sky according to a pre-planned scheme," he said quoted by IRNA news agency. 

Source: https://tass.com/world/1370901  

 

4. Al Arabiya TV reported on Sunday that the Houthi militia in Yemen fired three missiles in one hour 

on the Marib province. According to a channel correspondent, one missile landed in the airport. 

Source: https://www.arabnews.com/node/1980996/middle-east  

 

5. Vladimir Putin's half-boast, half-warning that Russia will have a sea-based hypersonic missile in 

operation by 2022 was a full-throated signal to the west, particularly when he stated any NATO 

deployment to Ukraine would cross a "red line." The latest test of Russia's Tsirkon 3M22 missile this 

week coincides with the massing of tens of thousands of Russian troops near Ukraine's border, amid 

fears that a Russian assault is more likely than when it previously massed troops there in April. 

Source: https://www.newsweek.com/russia-vladimir-putin-hypersonic-missiles-weapons-u-s-tsirkon-

1655789  

 

6.  According to Reuters, the Russian military has deployed its Bastion missile system for the first time 

on the Kuril island chain in the Pacific, which is likely to enrage Japan. The Russian Ministry of 

Defense's YouTube page has posted a video verifying the deployment. 

Source: https://interestingengineering.com/russia-deploys-nuclear-capable-missile-system-in-the-

pacific-near-japan  

 

7. China recently demonstrated an “assassin’s mace” weapon that has the US and Russia worried, for 

different reasons. China's flight test of a manoeuvrable hypersonic glide vehicle disrupts the strategic 

balance of power for the United States, while the spread of such technologies through covert means 

could jeopardise Russian security. Such tests add fuel to the fire with India, given the continuing border 

standoff and China's refusal to de-escalate. 

Source: https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/china-has-taken-the-arms-race-to-a-new-level-

1057727.html  
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NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION  

 

 

 

 

1. During indirect U.S.-Iran negotiations this week, Iran pulled back any commitments it made in prior 

talks on restoring the 2015 nuclear deal, pocketed all compromises made by others, and demanded 

more, according to a senior State Department official. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/iran-walks-back-all-prior-concessions-nuclear-

proposals-us-official-2021-12-

04/?taid=61ac06e578093a00018af164&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_medi

um=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter  

 

2. Mossad chief David Barnea was scheduled to fly to Washington on Sunday to meet with senior Biden 

administration officials on Iran. The trip comes only days after the United States called off ongoing 

talks to revive the 2015 nuclear deal that limited Iran's nuclear programme in exchange for sanctions 

relief, claiming the Iranians were not serious about striking an agreement. 

Source: https://www.timesofisrael.com/mossad-chief-heads-to-us-as-iran-nuclear-talks-

stall/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter  

 

3. For the first time since the Cold War, the US has reactivated a nuclear unit in Germany, which is armed 

with "Dark Eagle" long-range hypersonic missiles. The rockets, once completely constructed and 

deployed, will be capable of reaching speeds of 4,000 mph, allowing them to blitz Russia in only 21 

minutes and 30 seconds. 

Source: https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/16695568/us-nuclear-germany-eagle-hypersonic-missiles-

moscow/?utm_source=native_share&utm_medium=sharebar_native&utm_campaign=sharebaramp  

 

4. On Thursday, US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin chastised China, vowing to combat its potential 

military threats in Asia and warning that its pursuit of hypersonic weapons to circumvent US missile 

defenses "increase tensions in the region." 

Source: https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/us-slams-china-drive-for-hypersonic-

weapons/article37813101.ece  

 

5. According to a copy of the project proposal obtained by the Washington Free Beacon, the Biden 

administration has hired two nuclear-disarmament activists to give the Defense Department with 

"alternatives" to the US' long-standing intercontinental ballistic missiles system. According to the 

project proposal, the Defense Department asked the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace to 

research "alternatives as they relate to choices for the land-based leg of the US nuclear triad" and 

provide a report to the secretary of defense in January. 

Source: https://freebeacon.com/national-security/biden-enlists-nuclear-disarmament-proponents-to-

study-icbm-alternatives/  

 

6. In an apparent response to the new AUKUS military deal between Australia, the United Kingdom, and 
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the United States, Chinese President Xi Jinping announced Monday that Beijing was ready to sign a 

Southeast Asia nuclear-weapons-free treaty. The pact states that signatories cannot "develop, 

manufacture or otherwise acquire, possess or have control over nuclear weapons," "station or transport 

nuclear weapons by any means," or "test or use nuclear weapons." 

Source: https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Xi-says-China-ready-to-sign-ASEAN-

s-nuclear-arms-free-zone-treaty?s=09  

 

7. Some observers believe that nuclear nonproliferation in East Asia is becoming increasingly dangerous. 

North Korea has restarted the Yongbyon reactor and performed missile launches in recent months. A 

submarine-launched ballistic missile was tested by South Korea. China has conducted hypersonic 

missile tests and built new missile silos. Japan's interest in developing precision-strike capabilities has 

not waned. The new "AUKUS partnership" will see nuclear-powered submarine technology 

transferred to Australia. The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) is the most recent 

nuclear pact, and it prohibits nuclear weapons, as the name implies.  

Source: https://www.justsecurity.org/79391/how-international-law-could-help-preserve-

nonproliferation-in-east-asia/  

 

 

 

 

  

UN REFORMS 

 

 

 

 

 

1. The US Department of Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets Control ("OFAC") issued sanctions against 

four entities and two individuals on November 12, 2021, in accordance with Executive Order 14046, 

imposing sanctions on certain persons with regard to the humanitarian and human rights crisis in 

Ethiopia. The sanctions were imposed in response to a humanitarian and human rights crises resulting 

from Ethiopia's military conflict. The move taken by OFAC was the first step in putting penalties in 

place in Ethiopia. 

Source: https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/ofac-implements-new-ethiopia-sanctions-4617241/  

 

2. The Taliban has been chastised by the US for murdering dozens of Afghan soldiers after seizing power 

in the country. According to a study released by Human Rights Watch (HRW), the Taliban detained 

and executed 47 members of the Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) after capturing Kabul in 

August. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/south-asia/contradiction-of-announced-amnesty-us-slams-taliban-

for-execution-of-afghan-soldiers-despite-surrender-434339  

 

3. Myanmar security forces slammed into an anti-coup protest in Yangon on Sunday morning, killing five 

people and arresting at least 15, according to local news portal Myanmar Now. Reuters reported that 

dozens of people were hurt on the spot. On social media, photos and videos show a vehicle crashing 

into demonstrators and victims laying on the road. 

Source: https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Myanmar-Crisis/Five-reportedly-dead-after-Myanmar-
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security-forces-ram-car-into-protesters  

 

4. US Secretary of State Antony Blinken has warned China against intensifying its incursions into Taiwan, 

warning that if a crisis arises in Taipei, it will face "terrible consequences." According to him, the United 

States is ''resolutely committed'' to protect Taiwan, and if China decides to invade Taiwan ''that would 

be a potentially disastrous decision.'' 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/china-should-be-prepared-of-terrible-consequences-if-it-

precipitates-crisis-in-taiwan-says-blinken-433986  

 

5. According to local media accounts, a hysterical mob in Pakistan tortured a Sri Lankan man to death and 

then publicly burned his body over blasphemy claims. The incident occurred on Wazirabad Road in 

Sialkot on Friday, when private factory workers allegedly beat the factory's export manager, a Sri 

Lankan national, and burned his body after killing him. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/south-asia/pakistani-mob-tortures-sri-lankan-man-to-death-burns-

body-for-tearing-up-posters-of-radical-islamist-party-433821  
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