
9 December 

 

    

 DAILY TRACKER  

  

         

NUCLEAR ISSUES 

       

     

   

  

1. An eight-day visit by an International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) team of specialists to Uganda 

to assess the country's infrastructure development for a nuclear power programme ended this week. 

The Integrated Nuclear Infrastructure Review (INIR) was commissioned by the Ugandan government. 

Source: https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/pressreleases/iaea-reviews-ugandas-nuclear-power-

infrastructure-development  

 

2. Following a satisfactory examination of Uganda's nuclear infrastructure, the International Atomic 

Energy Agency - IAEA has authorised the country's nuclear energy power plant expansion. This comes 

after the Agency for the Development of the National Infrastructure for Nuclear Power in Uganda 

successfully completed the milestone phase one approach required by the Agency for the Development 

of the National Infrastructure for Nuclear Power in Uganda, which Uganda plans to establish by 2030. 

Source: https://www.independent.co.ug/international-atomic-energy-agency-endorses-ugandas-

nuclear-power-plans/  

 

3. Professor Alar Konist of the Tallinn University of Technology's (TalTech) energy technology 

department said the Estonian energy system required a variety of production methods, one of which 

may be a nuclear reactor. One can be developed in a variety of ways. Both the Riigikogu's economic 

affairs committee and the government's economic affairs committee have discussed nuclear energy 

development. 

Source: https://news.err.ee/1608430175/professor-estonia-could-produce-nuclear-energy-with-

neighbors  

 

4. Crypto is looking to a carbon-free power source: nuclear energy, to solve carbon emissions from 

energy use and align with sustainability initiatives. Nuclear power supplies the environmentally benign 

energy required to mine Bitcoin, and unlike other low- and no-carbon energy sources, it is dependable 

and capable of powering mining operations and transactions 24/7/365. 

Source: https://www.nei.org/news/2021/crypto-goes-nuclear  

 

5. Canada, like many other countries, has committed to reducing net carbon emissions to zero by 2050. 

But it is Canada's approach to achieving that aim that distinguishes it. It, like others, has been 

promoting renewable energy. It also intends to add a potent new source to the mix: small modular 

reactors, or SMRs, which can be deployed faster and at a lower cost per unit of production than 

traditional reactors. The province of Ontario announced last week that GE Hitachi Nuclear Energy will 

develop a grid-scale SMR and have it operational by the end of the decade. 

Source: https://www.ge.com/news/reports/blueprint-for-the-world-ontario-picks-ge-hitachi-to-build-

new-generation-of-small-nuclear  
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1. From an integrated range off the coast of Odisha, the Defence Research and Development Organization 

(DRDO) successfully tested a Vertical Launch Short Range Surface to Air Missile. The launch was 

carried out from a vertical launcher at a very low altitude against an electronic target. Several 

monitoring equipment deployed by ITR, Chandipur, were used to track the vehicle's flight path and 

health characteristics. 

Source: https://thelogicalindian.com/trending/missile-launch-by-drdo-32466  

 

2. For its Patriot air-defense systems, Saudi Arabia is looking for "hundreds more" missile rounds. The 

armament systems, which were supplied by the US, are meant to protect the country from drone and 

missile attacks carried out by Iran-backed Houthi troops located in Yemen, according to the Wall Street 

Journal. Riyadh has requested more AIM-120 Advanced Medium-Range Air-to-Air Missiles, or 

AMRAAMs, to arm its fighter jets against these threats, underscoring the scale of the challenge it faces. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/saudi-arabia-air-defense-patriot-missile-in-its-fight-against-iran/  

 

3. According to the Russian Ministry of Defense, Russia's military has deployed a coastal defense missile 

system capable of targeting carrier battle groups, navy convoys, and landing craft near disputed islands 

north of Japan. 

Source: https://www.stripes.com/theaters/asia_pacific/2021-12-07/russia-missile-defense-system-

kuril-islands-japan-3887090.html 

 

4. Japan's top soldier says the Indo-Pacific region requires greater defenses against Chinese, Russian, and 

North Korean aircraft and missiles. Within the First Island Chain, an army general wants more missile 

defense. "I don't think we have enough right now" Maj. Gen. Vowell stated. 

Source: https://www.defenseone.com/threats/2021/12/army-general-wants-more-missile-defense-

within-first-island-chain/187336/  

 

5. The US and Japan are already strong military allies, but their ties could grow even closer in the coming 

years as the two countries look for new ways to collaborate on defense research and development. Both 

countries, along with Australia and India, are members of the Quad, a group of nations working to 

improve technology collaboration. 

Source: https://www.nationaldefensemagazine.org/articles/2021/12/8/us-japan-set-to-enhance-

cooperation-on-military-rd  

 

6. Addressing the press on the eve of 50th Navy Day, on December 3, Indian Navy chief Admiral R. Hari 

Kumar said, “Modernization of our submarine arm is underway. We have commissioned four of the 

six boats of the indigenous Scorpene-class submarines. This year, we commissioned the third boat, 

Karanj in March and the fourth boat, Vela in November. The fifth boat Vagir has also been launched.” 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/indias-1st-nuclear-submarine-ins-chakra-was-a-highly-classified-

project/  

 

7. According to Andrei Elchaninov, first deputy head of the board of the Russian Military-Industrial 
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Commission, the Su-57 fighter will be equipped with hypersonic weaponry and will enter service with 

a new engine in 2027. 

Source: https://bulgarianmilitary.com/2021/12/09/new-engine-and-hypersonic-missile-for-the-

russian-su-57-felon/  

 

8. The US urged India not to proceed with its acquisition of Russia's S-400 missile defense systems on 

Wednesday, despite the fact that deliveries of the long-range ground-to-air system are still underway. 

According to a State Department official, the US has "not yet made a determination" on the transaction 

under the Countering America's Adversaries Through Sanctions Act, or CAATSA. The law imposes 

financial penalties on companies that buy weapons from Russia's defense industry. 

Source: https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/us-presses-india-to-avoid-buying-russian-s-400-

missile-defense-systems/2442604  

 

9. Russia's latest threat to destroy all GPS satellites with its new anti-satellite technology (ASAT) should 

come as no surprise to anyone who follow space developments. In the past, China deployed a medium-

range ballistic missile to fire down one of its own low-Earth-orbit satellites (LEOS), and the US utilised 

a modified antiballistic missile to shoot down one of its own spy satellites. 

Source: https://www.gpsworld.com/following-russia-threat-locata-and-ursanav-partner-for-resilient-

pnt/  

 

10. SN-BR, Brazil's Nuclear-Powered Submarine Project, is Making Headway. The Brazilian Navy signed 

an agreement to begin construction on the hull of its first nuclear-powered submarine (SSN), the 

"Álvaro Alberto," as part of the SN-BR project on November 25. The Brazilian Navy's Directorate-

General of Nuclear and Technological Development, the Naval Authority for Nuclear Safety and 

Quality, and Fleet Admiral Marcos Sampaio Olsen signed the "First Partial Construction License 

(LPC1)" according to an official press statement. 

Source: https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2021/12/brazils-nuclear-powered-submarine-

project-sn-br-making-progress/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION  

  

 

 

 

1. As discussions on resurrecting the 2015 Iran nuclear deal are poised to restart in Vienna, Washington 

has warned that it will not allow Tehran to postpone talks for much longer. Meanwhile, the defense 

chiefs of the United States and Israel are expected to discuss military drills.  

Source: https://twitter.com/WIONews/status/1468922124320575492  

 

2. According to the US State Department, the Biden administration is trying to strengthen sanctions against 

Iran by dispatching a senior delegation to the United Arab Emirates next week. 
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Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/us-moves-tighten-iran-sanctions-enforcement-

nuclear-talks-stall-wsj-2021-12-

09/?taid=61b1e0884c9fd40001e2e818&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_mediu

m=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter  

 

3. According to thermal infrared footage released by a Washington-based think tank on Wednesday, North 

Korea is operating its main plutonium-producing nuclear reactor at the Yongbyon site. Thermal imaging 

analysis uncovered "clear and conclusive proof" that the 5-megawatt reactor was operational, according 

to the CSIS Korea Chair in a report. 

Source: http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20211209000644   

 

4. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) of the United States has given its approval to the design of 

a new type of reactor known as a small modular reactor (SMR). The design, developed by NuScale 

Power of Portland, Oregon, is intended to reduce construction time, cost, and safety compared to 

standard nuclear reactors, which are often many times larger. 

Source: https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/first-u-s-small-nuclear-reactor-design-is-approved/  

 

5. In an article published in the Saudi Okaz daily on Monday, Syrian opposition activist and former 

parliamentary member Mohammad Barmo claimed that North Korea and Iran were assisting Syria in the 

development of a nuclear reactor, the latest in a succession of similar accusations in recent years. Syria 

is reportedly working on a reactor project in the Al-Ghab plain in northeastern Syria, according to Barmo. 

He also added his voice to warnings that Iran is continuing to improve its nuclear capabilities, 

emphasising the perils of being too indulgent with the country. 

Source: https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/syrian-opposition-claims-iran-helping-syria-build-nuclear-

reactor-688275  

 

6.  As negotiation with Iran stutters, a US official tells Reuters that US and Israeli defense commanders 

will meet to discuss contingency plans. A senior US source told Reuters that US and Israeli defense 

commanders will meet on Thursday to discuss possible military exercises to prepare for a worst-case 

scenario of destroying Iran's nuclear facilities if diplomacy fails and their leaders request it. 

Source: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/12/9/us-israel-to-discuss-drills-for-iran-worst-case-

scenario-report  

 

7. A senior US official said on Wednesday that Israeli and American military chiefs will discuss possible 

military drills to rehearse striking Iranian nuclear sites in the worst-case scenario. The remark came as 

the stalled nuclear talks were slated to restart in Vienna on Thursday, and Defense Minister Benny Gantz 

was on his way to Washington for consultations with top US military officers. 

Source: https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-us-to-discuss-military-drills-to-prep-for-worst-case-iran-

scenario-us-says/  
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1. At a United Nations Security Council briefing on Syria on Wednesday, India expressed its concern over 

terrorist organisations and people obtaining access to chemical weapons (Chemical weapons). During 

the UNSC briefing, Prathik Mathur, Counsellor in India's Permanent Mission to the UN, made the 

remarks. 

Source: https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/india-reiterates-concern-on-terrorist-

entities-getting-chemical-weapons-121120900191_1.html  

 

2. The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) has voiced concern about the sentence of Aung San Suu 

Kyi, Myanmar's former de facto leader who was deposed in a military coup on February 1st. 

Source: https://english.lokmat.com/politics/unsc-concerned-over-jail-sentences-for-ousted-myanmar-

leaders/  

 

3. At the United Nations Security Council, India has highlighted the relationship between Al-Qaeda and 

ISIL, as well as Pakistan-backed LeT and Jaish-e-Mohammed (UNSC). 

Source: https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/india-highlights-qaeda-isil-let-and-jaish-

link-at-

unsc/articleshow/88080139.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=

cppst  

 

4. On the occasion of International Anti-Corruption Day, James Swan, the Secretary-Special General's 

Representative for Somalia, emphasised the significance of establishing responsible and transparent 

institutions and praised the country's progress in this area. “Corruption is a major obstacle to 

development. It undermines efforts toward state-building, peace and reconciliation. It also undermines 

public trust and weakens state institutions and their ability to serve the Somali people,” said Mr. Swan. 

Source: https://african.business/2021/12/apo-newsfeed/on-international-anti-corruption-day-un-

representative-highlights-importance-of-robust-and-accountable-institutions/  

 

5. Seven UN soldiers from Togo were killed and three others were critically injured after their vehicle 

collided with an improvised explosive device in the Bandiagara region of central Mali on Wednesday 

morning. The peacekeepers were part of a convoy travelling from Douentza to Sevare, according to the 

Secretary-General. António Guterres strongly condemns this heinous attack, he told correspondents in 

New York at the regular daily briefing. Spokesperson Stéphane Dujarric said the UN chief offered his 

sincere condolences to the families of the victims, as well as to the Government and people of Togo, 

and wished a full recovery to all those who were injured. 

Source: https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/12/1107502  

 

6. Seven UN peacekeepers were killed and three others were critically injured in an explosion in central 

Mali on Wednesday, according to the UN mission.  

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/seven-un-peacekeepers-killed-central-mali-explosion-
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2021-12-08/  

 

7. Prime Minister Hun Sen, who will soon take over as ASEAN chairman, recently announced his 

intention to visit Myanmar in his capacity as Cambodian leader next month to meet with military junta 

leaders. Surprisingly, he claimed that representatives from the State Administration Council should be 

invited to ASEAN meetings, contradicting the position of ASEAN leaders. Despite Myanmar's role as 

organiser, the Myanmar junta was prohibited from the recent ASEAN Summit as well as the China-

ASEAN Summit. Indonesia has likewise maintained the status quo by declining Myanmar's invitation 

to the 14th Bali Democracy Forum (BDF), which is set to take place today. 

Source: https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2021/12/08/will-cambodia-as-chair-lead-asean-to-

ending-myanmar-crisis.html   
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