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Taliban’s extremist implementation of sharia law-  

1. University subjects that violate Sharia Islamic laws will be removed from higher education in Afghanistan as part of the implementation 

of a hardline Islamic curriculum. Researchers claim that the new government has stripped them of their finances and academic freedoms, 

and that they do not feel valued. "The current government has had a completely destructive effect on research," says Shohra Qaderi, an 

Afghan student studying clinical science and public health at Tehran's Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Sciences. "Research is a 

form of free speech for scholars, but the Taliban has taken this freedom of speech." 

Source:  https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-03774-y  

 

2. When the fundamentalist group ruled the country from 1996 to 2001, it brutally enforced a conservative version of Islamic Sharia law, 

which was characterised by violations of women's rights and suppression of freedom of expression. Some are afraid of being persecuted 

because they are involved in international collaborations, or because of their fields of study or ethnicity.  

Source:  https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-02353-5  

 

3. The Taliban beheaded or hanged dozens of people and displayed their bodies to instil fear. According to the UN, since taking control of 

Afghanistan on August 15, the Taliban has killed dozens of people through beheadings and hangings. There have been reports of the 

Taliban killing women for wearing inappropriate clothing or breaking several Sharia laws. https://www.republicworld.com/world-

news/rest-of-the-world-news/un-taliban-killed-dozens-via-beheading-or-hanging-displayed-their-bodies-to-instill-fear.html  

 

Promotion of radicalism in Pakistan; HR violations of minorities in Pakistan; Steps taken in the world against Pakistan's radicalism. 

1. Extremism has infiltrated the Pakistani military establishment. Growing extremism in Pakistan poses a serious threat to the country's 

stability, following a series of recent setbacks that forced the state to make deals with right-wing Islamist groups of various sects. The 

Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP), a Barelvi religious group, forced the government to allow it to operate as a political party last 

month, despite the fact that TLP workers had killed several law enforcement officers in clashes.  

Source: https://thediplomat.com/2021/12/pakistans-surging-religious-extremism/ 
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2. Human rights stakeholders were briefed on the 100-day agenda of the National Commission for Human Rights (NCHR) at the 

Commission’s launch event organized on Thursday with the support of EU funded Huqooq-e-Pakistan project. Parliamentarians, 

ambassadors, country heads of UN agencies and INGOS, representatives of civil society organisations and government officials 

attended the event which started with a minute of silence for the victims of Army Public School. 

Source:  https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/917995-nchr-launch-event-held 

 

3. Pakistan's human rights body is calling for swift justice in the Sialkot lynching. Pakistan's human rights commission wants justice in 

the Sialkot lynching to be served as soon as possible. Sri Lanka for alleged blasphemy. 

Source: https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/pak-human-rights-body-seeks-speedy-justice-in-sialkot-lynching20211205195139/ 

 

4. Pakistan is stepping up its digital crackdown on minorities such as Ahmadiyyas. In the midst of the already deteriorating situation of 

Pakistan's minority communities, the country's telecommunications regulator has begun an intuitive crackdown on minorities such as 

Ahmadiyyas. The Imran Khan government is limiting information sharing by and among Ahmadiyyas by using the Pakistan 

Telecommunication Authority (PTA). 

Source:https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/pakistan-intensifies-digital-crackdown-on-minorities-like-

ahmadiyyas-121121100175_1.html 

 

5. Members of the NCHR advocate for the inclusion of minorities in the policymaking process. It was emphasised that non-Muslims 

should be included in the legislative and policymaking processes. Demanded that the National Syllabi be reviewed in order to keep the 

rise of extremism in check.  

Source:https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/pakistan-nchr-members-seek-inclusion-of-minorities-in-policymaking-

process20211215020538/ 

 

6. Taliban recruits are pouring into Afghanistan from neighbouring Pakistan as the group works to consolidate control. The source of the 

additional forces is also inflaming long-standing tensions with Pakistan at a critical time for Taliban leadership as it focuses on 

maintaining unity in the face of multiple crises that have the potential to destabilise the group.  

Source: https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/12/18/taliban-recruits-pakistan-afghanistan/ 
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7. Terror groups targeting India continue to operate from Pakistan. The Pakistani military and security forces conducted several counter-

terrorism operations against groups that carried out attacks within Pakistan, including Tehrike-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), ISIS-K, and the 

Balochistan Liberation Army.  

Source: https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/pakistan/terror-groups-targeting-india-continue-to-operate-from-pak-us-state-dept-

report/articleshow/88325871.cms 

 

8. Four men were sentenced to life in prison for the 2013 slaying of a female activist in Karachi, while fifth one was sentenced to seven 

years in prison. Reham, an architect, had worked in some of Karachi's poorest neighbourhoods, the capital of Sindh province and 

Pakistan's largest city. She was well-liked and oversaw the Orangi Pilot Project, which assisted communities in constructing sewer and 

water systems. 

Source:  https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/world/pakistan-4-men-get-life-over-2013-slaying-of-woman-activist-in-karachi-351721 

 

9. After four women stripped and paraded, some Pakistanis are saying "don't play the aurat card." The incident in Faisalabad occurs during 

the world's observance of '16 Days of Activism,' an international campaign to raise awareness about gender-based violence. "Is the 

state dead and unable to dispense justice or even punish people that mob justice has become the only way?" author and journalist 

Ayesha Siddqa wondered. 

Source:https://theprint.in/go-to-pakistan/some-pakistanis-are-saying-dont-play-the-aurat-card-after-four-women-stripped-

paraded/778460/ 

 

10. Despite their current dire circumstances, Afghanistan, Iran, and Pakistan have all experienced periods of progress and women's 

liberation. However, these historical moments were vulnerable to the looming threat of extremism. As Zia and some of his successors 

Islamized Pakistan, the brutal practise of a brother, father, or other male relative killing a woman for choosing her own partner or over 

suspicion of romantic or sexual relations increased. The law now allowed a killer (usually the perpetrator of an honour killing) to go 

free if the victim's relatives forgave him. Human rights activists believe that over 1,000 women are subjected to honour killings in 

Pakistan, with many of them going unreported. 

Source:  https://msmagazine.com/2021/11/24/women-afghanistan-iran-pakistan-human-rights-islam-muslim/ 
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Positive stories on steps taken against radical Islam 

1. According to the Pakistani constitution, different religious communities coexist in the country and have equal rights. In recent years, there 

has been an increase in the number of incidents of violence against other minorities. In an Islamic perspective.Islam promotes universal 

peace and harmony and teaches believers to interact with all people with love, dedication, and politeness. The recent provision of all 

religious celebration facilities by the government of Pakistan, the arrival of thousands of Sikh devotees, and the opening of the Kartarpur 

Corridor mark a rare moment of peace between Pakistan and India amid tense relations. 

Source:  https://pakobserver.net/islam-universal-peace-and-role-of-pakistan-by-umar-riaz-abbasi/ 

 

2. US sanctions China over Uyghur abuse: Learn about this Muslim minority and why Beijing is accused of committing 'genocide.' Human 

rights groups believe China has detained over one million Uyghurs in a large network of what the state calls "re-education camps" in recent 

years, and sentenced hundreds of thousands to prison terms. 

Source:  https://www.firstpost.com/world/us-sanctions-china-over-abuse-of-uyghurs-all-about-this-muslim-minority-and-why-beijing-is-

accused-of-genocide-10219521.html 

 

3. Macron is waging a'massive and unprecedented' campaign against radical Islam in France. Two terror attacks shook France a month ago, 

prompting the government to launch a broad crackdown on radicals. There were protests, even violence, but it did not derail the French 

president's anti-Islamism campaign. 

Source:  https://www.wionews.com/world/macron-targets-radical-islam-in-france-with-massive-and-unprecedented-measures-347310 

 

4. The National Telegraph recently had the opportunity to interview Iman, better known online as "One Godless Woman." Iman, an ex-

Muslim who spent much of her youth in Saudi Arabia, has since dedicated herself to advocating for women's rights in the face of political 

Islam from her new home in Canada. Iman explained to us that this type of oppression was not limited to the public sphere, but also existed 

within her own home. 

Source:  https://thenationaltelegraph.com/interviews/escaping-islam-an-interview-with-one-godless-woman 

 

5. The Islamist mobs have gained such confidence that they will freely target not only religious minorities, but also dissenting Muslims — 

the "wrong" kind of Muslims — even if they practise and believe in Islam. Self-proclaimed moderate Muslims in the West should take a 
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clear and unequivocal stance that prioritises humanity over religion. Because if they can't muster the moral courage to say that no one 

should be killed for blasphemy, regardless of what Islam says, they won't be able to say anything else. 

Source:  https://unherd.com/2021/12/how-the-west-enables-islamism/  

 

6. The Russian Muslim Religious Directorate has petitioned the United Nations to investigate a call to close all Muslim schools in Sweden. 

Mufti Albir Krganov, the directorate's head and a member of the Russian Civic Chamber, described the initiative as "Islamophobic." Karim 

Gaynullin, a columnist for Realnoe Vremya and an expert at the Islamic World Research Centre, reflects on the nature of this phenomenon 

in his next article for our newspaper and urges people to distinguish between Islamophobia and disagreement with Islam. 

Source:  https://realnoevremya.com/articles/6043-the-big-problem-is-non-professionals-can-draw-conclusions-about-islam  

 

7. The passage of a 'Islamophobia' bill in the United States has sparked heated debate. On Tuesday, Representatives voted to approve a 

Democratic proposal for a US State Department office to combat 'anti-Muslim bias' around the world. The bill proposes to appoint a special 

envoy to monitor and combat alleged state-sponsored anti-Muslim violence in the department's annual human rights reports.  

Source:https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/viral-news/faceoff-islamophobia-bill-passed-in-us-evokes-clashing-

opinions/articleshow/88304153.cms 

 

8. According to research, countries with blasphemy laws have a higher prevalence of extremism than countries without such laws. Blasphemy 

laws are frequently abused in order to persecute minorities or to treat them as second-class citizens. Such laws are incompatible with 

Islamic teaching, which calls for the protection of minorities and the non-interference in their religious practises. "Terrorism has nothing 

to do with Muhammad, any more than the Crusades had anything to do with Jesus," historian and comparative religions expert Karen 

Armstrong would say. It is critical to disseminate accurate information. 

Source:  https://www.ipsnews.net/2021/12/extremists-harm-image-islam-pakistan/  

 

9. People took to Twitter to protest the temporary blocking of Kashmiri journalist Aarti Tikoo's account for a tweet in which she is looking 

for her brother Sahil Tikoo, whose life is allegedly threatened by terrorists. Claiming that jihadi terrorists were openly threatening Sahil 

Tikoo, "It is clear that Twitter is allowing Pakistan-sponsored terrorists to use Twitter Spaces for terror-related activities, such as threatening 

Indians and hatching plots to kill Kashmiri Hindus like Sahil Tikoo." The collective voice of opposition to such actions by social media 

and their policies is being challenged. 
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Source:  https://www.republicworld.com/india-news/general-news/twitter-hammered-for-blocking-journalist-who-sought-protection-for-

brother-in-kashmir.html  
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