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NUCLEAR ISSUES        

    

  

  

 

1. A new high-tech railcar created by the US Navy and the US Department of Energy (DOE) is 

currently en route from Oregon to a test site near Pueblo, Colorado. The Railcar Escort Vehicle 

(REV) is the final piece of a full railcar system required by DOE to transport spent nuclear fuel 

(SNF) and high-level radioactive waste to disposal and storage facilities around the country. 

Source: https://www.energy.gov/ne/articles/new-railcar-designed-escort-spent-nuclear-fuel-departs-

final-phase-testing  

 

2. Nuclear energy would be given a boost around the world if the EU decided to accept it as a 

mainstream green technology. India needs to finish its fast-breeder reactor programme, which uses 

thorium from Kerala's monazite sands as a starting material. 

Source: https://www.livemint.com/opinion/online-views/eus-nuclear-option-for-sustainability-

makes-sense-for-india-too-11641824458073.html  

 

 

 

MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

1. On Tuesday, India successfully test-fired a naval variant of the advanced supersonic BrahMos cruise 

missile from an Indian Navy stealth guided-missile destroyer. The missile hit the specified target 

'precisely,' according to the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO). 

Source: https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/advanced-version-of-brahmos-missile-test-

fired/articleshow/88831247.cms  

 

2. On Monday, the US and five allies urged North Korea to stop its banned nuclear and ballistic missile 

programmes and urged the UN Security Council to condemn Pyongyang's destabilising and unlawful 

activities, which include missile tests. 

Source: https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/us-allies-urge-north-korea-to-

abandon-nuclear-ballistic-missile-programs-122011100123 1.html  

 

3. China's state-run Global Times stated that the country's navy conducted significant maritime drills at 

the start of the year, amid tensions with Taiwan. The Chinese navy's "Lhasa" destroyer, which is 

assigned to the Northern Theater Command, began an eight-day exercise in the Yellow Sea on 

January 4. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/china-kicks-off-naval-drill-with-new-destroyer-in-yellow-

sea-443801  

 

4. Kurt Campbell, the White House Indo-Pacific Coordinator, recently stated that the Pacific will most 
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certainly see a "strategic surprise," referring to China's growing influence in the region. Despite its 

"enormous moral, strategic, and historical interests" in the Pacific, Campbell said the US has not 

done enough, speaking at Washington's Center for Strategic and International Studies. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/world-likely-to-see-strategic-surprise-in-pacific-says-us-

official-referring-to-china-443794  

 

5. The US is concerned about China's attempt to "intimidate" its neighbours, especially India, since it 

feels Beijing's behaviour in the region and throughout the world might be destabilising, according to 

the White House. 

Source: https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/us-concerned-by-china-s-attempt-to-

intimidate-neighbours-white-house-122011100560_1.html  

 

6. The United States has condemned North Korea's missile launch as a "threat" to the world community, 

and has reaffirmed its resolve to defend South Korea and Japan. 

Source: https://twitter.com/AFP/status/1480904087654871045  

 

7. On Tuesday, North Korea launched a suspected ballistic missile into the sea, prompting South 

Korea's military to warn that the test, the second in less than a week, showed unmistakable evidence 

of progress. The early-morning launch coincided with a UN Security Council meeting in New York 

to examine Pyongyang's assertion that it had tested a hypersonic missile last week, though Seoul has 

questioned that claim. 

Source: https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/north-korea-fires-second-missile-in-less-than-a-

week/ar-AASDTFs  

 

8. Following Kim Jong Un's pledges to expand North Korea's nuclear weapons programme in defiance 

of international objections, the country launched what seemed to be a ballistic missile into its eastern 

sea on Tuesday, the second launch in a week. 

Source: https://www.12newsnow.com/article/news/nation-world/north-korea-fires-2nd-possible-

missile-into-the-sea/507-b5fc2e3f-c180-430e-aa64-f06e29ccabbd?utm_campaign=snd-

autopilot&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter_12NewsNow   

 

 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 

  

 

1. In Vienna, talks on Iran's nuclear programme are progressing, but Russia's ambassador stated that 

more work needed to be done before an agreement can be achieved. Negotiators still have a "whole 

spectrum of contentious issues that need to be settled," wrote Mikhail Ulyanov on Twitter.  

Source: https://www.thenationalnews.com/mena/2022/01/11/iran-nuclear-talks-make-progress-but-

spectrum-of-contentious-issues-remain/  

 

2. Following unproductive meetings with the Kremlin, US Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman, 

the top US negotiator in US-Russian talks over Ukraine, briefed NATO allies on Tuesday. On 

Monday, Sherman met with Russian officials in Geneva (January 10). She met with Sergei Ryabkov, 

Russia's Deputy Foreign Minister.  

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/us-calms-european-allies-fears-over-its-talks-with-russia-
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over-ukraine-443916  

 

3. Moscow warned that a 'moment of truth' was approaching everyone before of discussions between 

Russia and NATO over Ukraine. Following Monday's US-Russia negotiations in Geneva, Russia's 

Deputy Foreign Minister Alexander Grushko spoke out. The Geneva talks have launched a week of 

diplomatic activity between Russia and the West. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/russia-says-talks-with-nato-over-ukraine-are-moment-of-

truth-443852  

 

4. According to Anthony Cuthbertson of the Independent, China's "artificial sun" experiment has 

sustained a nuclear fusion reaction for more than 17 minutes. Superheated plasma reached 126 million 

degrees Fahrenheit in the latest experiment, which is almost five times hotter than the sun, which 

radiates a blistering 10,000 degrees Fahrenheit at its surface and over 27 million degrees Fahrenheit at 

its core. 

Source: https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/chinas-artificial-sun-reactor-broke-record-for-

nuclear-fusion-180979336/  

 

5. North Korea's nuclear test reaffirmed leader Kim Jong Un's New Year's resolution to strengthen the 

military in the face of an uncertain international scenario, despite stalled talks with South Korea and 

the United States. 

Source: https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/north-korea-launches-possible-ballistic-missile-japan-

2700810   

 

6. Rainer Baake, director of the Climate Neutrality Foundation, former energy state secretary, and one of 

the architects of Germany's original nuclear phase-out in 2000, spoke with Clean Energy Wire. He 

claims that with all democratic parties committed to the withdrawal timeline, Germany returning to 

this high-risk technology is "absolutely out of the question." 

Source: https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/nuclear-opposite-what-wind-solar-need-partner-ex-

energy-state-sec  

 

7. To acquire a fully functional nuclear weapons programme, Tehran must first overcome a number of 

crucial technological challenges. Iran must produce enough highly enriched, weapons-grade uranium 

to power one or more nuclear weapons, as well as a nuclear warhead capable of containing fissile 

nuclear material and a ballistic missile system capable of delivering a nuclear weapon to its intended 

target. Finally, it must conduct a test to determine whether the explosive is effective. 

Source: https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/01/10/iran-nuclear-weapon-breakout/   

 

8. Regarding the Iran nuclear talks in Vienna, US State Department spokesperson Ned Price stated last 

Thursday that the US was witnessing "modest progress." “I remain convinced we can reach a deal. 

Bits of progress have been made in the last few days,” French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian 

told French media the next day. “We have been heading in a positive direction in the last few days, but 

time is of the essence.” 

Source: https://www.timesofisrael.com/expectations-grow-for-a-deal-to-emerge-from-iran-nuclear-

talks/  

 

9. Dmytro Kuleba, Ukraine's foreign minister, stated on Tuesday that Russia had no influence in whether 

Ukraine could join NATO, a question at the centre of this week's high-stakes discussions between the 
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West and Russia. "Russia has no voting right on the issue of Ukraine's NATO membership.  This is a 

'red line' that neither Ukraine nor our partners will cross," Kuleba told news site RBK Ukraine.  

Source: https://www.barrons.com/news/russia-has-no-voting-right-on-ukraine-s-nato-membership-

kyiv-01641906306?refsec=afp-news  

 

 

UN REFORMS 

 

 

 

1. China has charged a group of lawyers and activists who gathered in a rental villa near the Chinese 

coast to discuss the country's battered human rights movement. 

Source: https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/beijing-indicts-chinese-activists-for-

discussing-human-rights-at-meeting-122011000271_1.html  

 

2. Peng Jingtang, a former Xinjiang paramilitary chief, will oversee the Chinese People's Liberation 

Army (PLA) in Hong Kong. Chinese President Xi Jinping has signed the order appointing Peng, 

according to official television CCTV, citing a PLA spokesman. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/former-xinjiang-paramilitary-chief-to-lead-chinese-peoples-

liberation-army-in-hong-kong-443851  

 

3. Beijing unilaterally adopted the National Security Law (NSL) in 2020, which criminalised protest and 

virtually outlawed dissent. The city's single pro-democracy daily, Apple Daily, was forced to close in 

June 2021 as a result of this rule, which stifled free speech. The city's largest independent online media 

outlet, Stand News, abruptly shut down three days before the end of 2021. 

Source: https://theconversation.com/hong-kong-how-colonial-era-laws-are-being-used-to-shut-down-

independent-journalism-174375?utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1641836519  

 

4. A human rights researcher told Fox News that China is using the 2022 Winter Olympics to "legitimize 

its human rights abuses," and that "the rest of the world should stay away."  Bejing is set to host the 

Olympics starting in early February. 

Source: https://www.foxnews.com/world/china-using-olympics-legitimize-abuses-human-rights-

researcher   

 

5. In Kabul, the Taliban's religious police have put up signs ordering women to wear the Islamic 

headscarf. The ads depict a woman in an all-encompassing burqa and another in a black chador, which 

is typical in Iran. "According to Shari'a law, a Muslim woman must observe the hijab," states the text 

on the posters.  

Source: https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-orders-women-wear-hijab/31647808.html  

 

6. Helmand's health officials say child malnutrition has increased by 5% and is continuing to climb under 

the Talibani regime.  

Source: https://www.etilaatroz.com/ps/2022/01/11/malnutrition-among-helmands-children-has-risen-

by-30-percent/  

 

7. The Taliban have severely restricted women's and girls' social freedoms in addition to denying them of 

jobs and education beyond the sixth grade. Women should wear the hijab outside the home, among 
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other things. 

Source: https://www.etilaatroz.com/134590/military-women-in-the-corner-of-seclusion/  

 

8. After the Taliban took control of Afghanistan, about 80% of Afghan journalists changed careers. 

According to the Journalists' Foundation of Afghanistan, Afghan journalists are in the worst economic 

circumstances in the country, with 79% of them losing their employment and turning to other 

professions to raise money and survive, as reported by The Khaama Press. 

Source: https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/almost-80-of-afghan-journalists-

changed-profession-post-taliban-takeover-122011100670_1.html  

  

9. Afghan women and activists who have been protesting since the Taliban retook power in Afghanistan 

have switched to writing their requests on walls at night to avoid being attacked by Islamic Emirate 

forces. 

Source: https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/kabul-women-shift-protest-mode-

write-demands-on-city-walls-at-night-122011100352_1.html  

 

10. High Commissioner Filippo Grandi of the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) has stated that the Taliban 

must keep some promises if their financial resources are to be unfrozen. According to Tolo News, the 

UN Commissioner for Refugees also stated that Afghan women and girls must be permitted to attend 

school and that minorities must be represented. 

Source: https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/taliban-has-to-fulfil-promises-if-they-

want-resources-to-be-unfrozen-un-122011000158_1.html  

 

11. Aid workers informed AFP on Tuesday that seventeen civilians were killed in a drone strike in a town 

in Ethiopia's war-torn Tigray region. "Yesterday (Monday) the strike at Mai Tsebri occurred in the 

afternoon and killed 17 civilians working at the flour mill," one of the humanitarian workers claimed, 

citing witness testimony. 

Source: https://www.barrons.com/news/17-killed-in-drone-strike-in-ethiopia-s-tigray-aid-workers-

01641912607?refsec=afp-news  
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