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NUCLEAR ISSUES        

    

  

  

 

1. Due to enormous cost overruns, bad public perception, and a series of high-profile disasters like as 

Chernobyl, Fukushima, and Three Miles Island, the nuclear energy sector has been viewed as the 

black sheep of the alternative energy market family for decades. However, with growing global 

nuclear ambitions uranium stocks are glowing hot. 

Source: https://oilprice.com/Alternative-Energy/Nuclear-Power/Uranium-Stocks-Are-Glowing-Hot-

As-Global-Nuclear-Ambitions-Grow.html     

 

2. Kazatomprom's headquarters, production facilities, and mines have been unaffected by the country's 

civil upheaval, which began on January 2nd, and are running properly, according to the company. 

The company stated that it was attempting to keep its manufacturing locations stable, but that there 

was a significant chance of supply chain interruptions, which might limit access to critical operating 

supplies. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Kazatomprom-confirms-operations-normal-

despite-unr  

 

3. A fusion reactor, also known as a fusion power plant or a thermonuclear reactor, is a technology that 

allows scientists to generate electricity from the energy released during a nuclear fusion process. 

Reactors are currently being tested all around the world in the hopes of one day being able to power 

our energy grid. 

Source: https://www.popsci.com/science/china-nuclear-fusion-renewable-energy/  

 

4. On Wednesday, EDF, a French electricity company, disclosed further delays and cost overruns for its 

ailing new-generation nuclear facility in northern France, citing the Covid epidemic as a factor 

complicating the project. The deeply indebted company stated the Flamanville facility on the 

Channel coast will not be supplied with fuel until the "second quarter of 2023," rather than late  2022. 

Source: https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/france-news-frances-nuclear-power-plant-construction-

of-nuclear-plant-in-france-delayed-for-another-year-2703795  

 

5. The used fuel reprocessing module of the Pilot Demonstration Energy Complex (PDEC) plant under 

development in Seversk, Russia, has been awarded a contract. PDEC is a part of Rosatom's Proryv, 

or Breakthrough, nuclear fuel cycle closure programme. 

Source: https://world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Reprocessing-contract-signed-for-fast-reactor-comp  

 

 

MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

1. With one of the two competitors falling out of the race, India's long-awaited deal to acquire advanced 

heavy choppers for the Coast Guard may finally have a winner. For quite some time, the Coast Guard 
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has been on the hunt for heavy-lift helicopters. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/indian-helicopter-contract-will-airbus-h22m-heavy-lift-choppers/  

 

2. According to reports, the newly elected German government is contemplating the Lockheed Martin 

F-35 as a potential replacement for the Panavia Tornado. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/f-35-fighters-back-in-german-spotlight-as-berlin-eyes-stealth-jets/  

 

3. Australia will spend more than $3.5 billion on 120 tanks and other armoured vehicles from the 

United States. This move comes as China's military superiority over the West continues to grow. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/with-eye-on-china-australia-spends-35-billion-to-purchase-

120-tanks-from-us-443994  

 

4. North Korea's state media reported that its defence forces had tested a hypersonic missile a day after 

testing another missile. The tests were overseen by Kim Jong-Un, according to the state-run Korea 

Central News Agency (KCNA). The state channel said the missile carrying a   "hypersonic gliding 

vehicle hit the set target in waters 1,000 km off." 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/strategic-military-muscle-north-korea-says-it-launched-

hypersonic-missile-444008  

 

5. In its latest move to improve its defence capabilities, Taiwan's parliament approved an additional 

defence funding measure worth USD 8.6 billion on Tuesday. This is likely to elicit a stronger 

response from China, which has been perceived as becoming more hostile against Taiwan. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/eye-on-china-taiwan-to-spend-extra-usd-86-billion-on-

defence-443988  

 

6. The "Golden Swordsmen" and "The Tridents," two US Navy P-8A Poseidon aircraft, will join 

Australia, Canada, India, the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF), and the Republic of 

Korea (ROK) to commence multinational exercise Sea Dragon 22 on January 5. 

Source: https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2022/01/six-indo-pacific-nations-begin-exercise-

sea-dragon/  

 

7. China is believed to be working on a stealth version of the Z-20 tactical helicopter, which is thought 

to be a clone of the American UH-60 Black Hawk. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/copied-us-black-hawk-china-to-unveil-stealth-z-20-chopper/  

 

8. Armed with stealth fighters, attack helos & mid-air tankers, Israel undergoes ‘largest rearmament’ 

amid Iranian threats.  

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/israel-undergoes-largest-rearmament-amid-iranian-threats/  

 

9. Following a succession of North Korean missile launches, including two this week, the US imposed 

sanctions on six North Koreans, one Russian, and a Russian firm it said were involved for purchasing 

goods from Russia and China for North Korea's weapons programmes. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/us-imposes-sanctions-north-koreans-russian-

after-missile-tests-2022-01-12/  

 

10. An air force spokesperson said on Wednesday that Thailand's cabinet has approved a proposal to 

acquire four fighter jets starting in the next fiscal year, with a budget of 13.8 billion baht ($413.67 
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million) set aside for the purchase. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/thailand-approves-414-mln-budget-

fighter-jets-upgrade-2022-01-12/  

 

 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 

  

 

1. International negotiations on Iran's nuclear activities are moving at such a glacial pace that no 

agreement will be reached "within a realistic timeframe," according to France's Foreign Minister Jean-

Yves Le Drian. The discussions taking place in Vienna “are underway but from our point of view they 

are slow, too slow,” Le Drian told the French parliament. 

Source: https://www.timesofisrael.com/iran-nuclear-talks-proceeding-too-slowly-france-says/  

 

2. Estonia's prime minister told Reuters on Wednesday that the Baltic states are talking to NATO allies 

about expanding military deployments on their soil to deter Russia, while NATO's head said any 

Russian strike on Ukraine would prompt a decision. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/baltics-talks-increase-nato-troops-their-soil-estonian-

pm-2022-01-12/  

 

3. Despite making some headway at the end of December, Iran and world powers are still far apart on 

reviving their 2015 nuclear deal, France's foreign minister said on Tuesday. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/france-says-still-far-reviving-2015-iran-nuclear-deal-2022-01-

11/  

 

4. According to reports, US Vice President Joe Biden has requested his team of meteorologists to 

investigate the weather in Ukraine, where Russia is rumoured to be organising an invasion. Reports 

claim President Putin has pushed back plans to invade Ukraine due to the mild winter condictions in 

the area. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/biden-enlists-meteorologists-to-predict-russias-ukraine-

invasion-plan-report-444048  

 

5. Senior Biden administration officials indicated on Wednesday that the US has mostly decided on the 

possibilities for sanctions on Russia if it invades Ukraine, and that they will be ready to implement 

them as soon as tanks roll. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/us-looking-help-ukraine-if-russia-cuts-energy-supply-

official-2022-01-12/  

 

6. If Russia engages in hostilities against Ukraine, US Senate Democrats unveiled a bill on Wednesday 

that would slap sweeping sanctions on top Russian government and military officials, including 

President Vladimir Putin, as well as important banking institutions. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/us-senate-democrats-unveil-russia-sanctions-bill-washington-

post-2022-01-12/  

 

7. In the case of a nuclear war, Russia will easily overcome the US, according to well-known military 

expert Alexei Leonkov, who spoke to Sputnik on his Russian YouTube channel. According to the 

researcher, the Russian Federation's Armed Forces will be able to easily repel American missile 

https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/thailand-approves-414-mln-budget-fighter-jets-upgrade-2022-01-12/
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/thailand-approves-414-mln-budget-fighter-jets-upgrade-2022-01-12/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/iran-nuclear-talks-proceeding-too-slowly-france-says/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/baltics-talks-increase-nato-troops-their-soil-estonian-pm-2022-01-12/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/baltics-talks-increase-nato-troops-their-soil-estonian-pm-2022-01-12/
https://www.reuters.com/world/france-says-still-far-reviving-2015-iran-nuclear-deal-2022-01-11/
https://www.reuters.com/world/france-says-still-far-reviving-2015-iran-nuclear-deal-2022-01-11/
https://www.wionews.com/world/biden-enlists-meteorologists-to-predict-russias-ukraine-invasion-plan-report-444048
https://www.wionews.com/world/biden-enlists-meteorologists-to-predict-russias-ukraine-invasion-plan-report-444048
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/us-looking-help-ukraine-if-russia-cuts-energy-supply-official-2022-01-12/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/us-looking-help-ukraine-if-russia-cuts-energy-supply-official-2022-01-12/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us-senate-democrats-unveil-russia-sanctions-bill-washington-post-2022-01-12/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us-senate-democrats-unveil-russia-sanctions-bill-washington-post-2022-01-12/


12 January 

 

attacks and provide a tangible response to enemy aggression. In the case of a nuclear exchange, Russia 

would inflict massive damage on the United States, he continued. 

Source: https://english.pravda.ru/news/world/150029-russia_usa_nuclear/  

 

 

 

UN REFORMS 

 

 

 

1. US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken made a special statement on January 10 strongly criticising 

China's retaliation against four members of the US International Religious Freedom Commission.  

https://www.rfa.org/uyghur/qisqa_xewer/xitay-jaza-01112022151029.html  

 

2. Intel, the American chipmaker, has removed a reference to Xinjiang, a Chinese province, from a letter 

to its suppliers. The move came after the company received reaction from  China over its appeal to not 

use labour or goods and services from the region. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/intel-removes-xinjiang-reference-from-letter-after-chinese-

backlash-443950  

 

3. According to a migrant from Lop, Eziz Abdullah, a farmer from Aydinkol village in Sampul 

village was detained in 2017 along with his sons Abduqahar Aziz and Ablikim Aziz from a field where 

he was gathering water. 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/uyghur/xewerler/mejburiy-emgek-01102022181653.html  

 

4. In a statement released Monday, Human Rights Watch cautioned that two Uyghur Muslims facing 

deportation from Saudi Arabia to China "are at risk of arbitrary detention and torture." 

Source: https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/uyghurs-deported-china-risk-torture-says-hrw  

 

5. Following reports of Islamophobia, brutality, torture, rape, and forcible confinement in concentration 

camps, China has been accused of genocide against its Uyghur Muslim community. Last month, an 

impartial tribunal in London made a unanimous decision that "genocide" had occurred against Uyghur 

Muslims, Tibetans, and China's ethnic Turkic people. 

Source: https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20220110-the-muslim-world-must-do-more-to-help-

uyghurs-being-persecuted-in-china/  

 

6. Ghiyasidin Abla, a Uyghur post office retiree who was detained in a detention camp in China's far-

western Xinjiang province in 2018, died after his release in December 2021, according to Uyghurs and 

local officials familiar with the matter. 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/ghiyasidin-abla-01102022154300.html  

 

7. The United Nations announced on Monday that it would begin negotiations in Sudan to try to save the 

country's democratic transition after a military coup. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/un-says-dialogue-solve-post-coup-crisis-sudan-start-

immediately-2022-01-10/  

 

8. Since President Kais Saied assumed most authority in Tunisia in July, the journalists' union stated on 
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Tuesday that state television had prohibited all political parties from entering its offices or participating 

in talk shows. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/tunisia-press-syndicate-says-state-tv-bars-political-

parties-2022-01-11/  
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