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NUCLEAR ISSUES 

 

 

 

 

1. Germany praised a European Union plan to classify some natural gas energy projects as "green" 

investments on Sunday, but expressed opposition to a proposal to do the same for nuclear power 

projects. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/markets/europe/germany-welcomes-eu-green-energy-plan-gas-still-

opposes-nuclear-2022-01-02/  

 

2. According to the daily Yomiuri, the Japan Atomic Energy Agency (JAEA) and Mitsubishi Heavy 

Industries Ltd (7011.T) are planning to collaborate with the United States and Bill Gates' venture 

company to develop a high-tech nuclear reactor in Wyoming. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/japan-help-build-bill-gates-high-tech-

nuclear-reactor-wyoming-yomiuri-2022-01-

01/?taid=61d0123bef2b770001e4bf99&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_medi

um=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter  

 

3. For more than five decades, the dangers of nuclear weapons and their possible proliferation have 

been explored and argued. Iran and North Korea have been sanctioned for their nuclear projects, 

which have gone beyond legal uranium enrichment limits and have resulted in the development of 

nuclear weapons. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/meet-country-in-the-world-that-built-demolished-nuclear-

weapons/  

 

 

MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

 

 

1. After signing a deal to buy 36 Dassault jets in fly-away condition from France, New Delhi is 

considering buying another 57 Rafale fighters for the Navy. This will further strengthen the present 

Naval command. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/rafale-fighters-india-explores-57-dassault-jets-france-navy/  

 

2. The S4 SSBN, India's third Arihant-class nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine, was launched 

at Visakhapatnam. The Arihant-class is a class of Indian nuclear-powered ballistic missile 

submarines being developed for the Indian Navy. It is named after the country's first nuclear-powered 

submarine, the INS Arihant. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/indian-navy-launches-3rd-arihant-class-nuclear-submarine/  

 

3. China claims to have been developed next-generation hypersonic weapons with infrared homing 
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technology. Hypersonic missiles that can search for, identify, and lock on to targets based on heat 

signatures. 

Source: https://www.scmp.com/news/china/military/article/3161762/china-says-it-has-hypersonic-

missiles-heat-seeking-tech-years  

 

4. President Joe Biden of the United States has approved a defence policy measure for fiscal year 2022 

that will help Taiwan improve its defence capabilities and allow it to participate in the Rim of the 

Pacific (RIMPAC) military exercise this summer. The law includes parts on Taiwan's defence 

relations, including "conducting practical training and military exercises with Taiwan, including, as 

appropriate, inviting Taiwan to participate in the Rim of the Pacific exercise conducted in 2022." 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/usa-taiwan-rimpac-12292021134726.html  

 

5. According to the US, China is developing brain control weapons that might be used to immobilise 

and control opponents rather than killing them. China's Academy of Military Medical Sciences and 

11 related research institutes have been sanctioned by the United States for developing 

'biotechnology' to support the military, including 'purported brain-control weaponry.' 

Source: https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10355211/China-working-brain-control-weaponry-

paralyze-control-opponents.html  

 

6. Following a series of experiments conducted last year, Chinese experts have made a stunning claim 

regarding their hypersonic weapons development. China has rushed with extraordinary speed to 

acquire and develop its hypersonic capabilities in what could be described as a modern-day arms 

race. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/china-shoot-down-f-22-raptors-within-seconds-hypersonic-

missiles/  

 

7. To strengthen its national security, the Royal Thai Air Force plans to buy F-35 stealth fighter jets 

built in the United States, as well as Boeing Loyal Wingman. The Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF) is 

looking for a new fighter to replace its old F-5 and F-16 fighter jets, which are nearing the end of 

their operational lives. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/not-out-of-reach-f-35-stealth-fighter-jets-most-lucrative-option-

for-royal-thai-air-force-commander/  

 

8. The South Korean Navy's combat capability is expected to improve dramatically as three of its KDX-

1 class destroyers undergo major upgrades. The South Korean Navy has obtained the last of the 

modernised destroyers after an extensive programme focusing on combat-specific enhancements. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/south-korea-gets-a-boost-in-anti-submarine-warfare/  

 

9. Serbia's Air Force is considering purchasing Rafale fighter jets from France and has informed the 

president, according to Defense Minister Nebojsa Stefanovic. Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic 

stated earlier this month that the country's 1.1 billion euro defence budget will be increased by 500 

million euros ($566 million) in 2022 to fund new equipment and weaponry. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/rafales-bumper-sales-serbia-says-planning-dassault-fighter-jets/  
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NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 

 

 

 

1. Following a recent summit with the United States' closest neighbours, Chinese Communist Party 

officials revealed an "action plan for cooperation" with Latin American countries that amounted to a 

"comprehensive" plan to cultivate influence and threaten American interests. 

Source: https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/restoring-america/patriotism-unity/defense-national-

security/china-unveils-plan-to-take-over-latin-america  

 

2. Another nuclear facility using Hualong One technology, a third-generation reactor design, was 

connected to the power grid in southeast China's Fujian Province.  

Source: https://news.cgtn.com/news/2022-01-02/World-s-3rd-nuclear-reactor-with-Hualong-One-

tech-connected-to-grid-16ugxJusSPK/index.html  

 

3. According to Xinhua News Agency, China's experimental advanced superconducting tokamak 

(EAST) - a fusion energy reactor — has ran for 1,056 seconds at 70 million degrees Celsius, the 

longest duration to date.  

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/10-times-hotter-china-a-step-closer-to-limitless-energy-artificial-

sun/  

 

4. An Iranian rocket recently launched three unspecified devices into space, presumably angering the 

US and other Western nations in the middle of prolonged negotiations to revive the 2015 nuclear 

deal. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/us-fears-irans-simorgh-rocket-launch-could-be-linked-to-its-

clandestine-ballistic-missile-program/  

 

5. Even if the US and Iran achieve a new agreement, Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett stated 

Tuesday that Israel will be able to strike the regime's nuclear programme. His comments come a day 

after Washington and Tehran, as well as other world powers, started talks in Vienna. 

Source: https://www.breitbart.com/middle-east/2021/12/28/bennett-israel-can-strike-iran-even-with-

a-new-nuclear-deal/  

 

6. On the anniversary of the killing of a prominent Iranian general, hackers targeted the website of an 

Israeli daily, replacing its content with a picture that threatened a site linked to Israel's undeclared 

nuclear weapons development. 

Source: https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-iran-jerusalem-israel-media-

01bcc885cb5e064af64656e81c33ef89  
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UN REFORMS 

 

 

 

1. A Paris-based press freedom group has called for the release of award-winning citizen journalist Zhang 

Zhan, whose family says she is close to death in Shanghai Women's Prison. The Shanghai Pudong New 

District People's Court sentenced Zhang to four years in prison precisely one year ago, finding her 

guilty of "picking quarrels and stirring up trouble," a charge routinely used to punish peaceful critics of 

the governing Chinese Communist Party (CCP). 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/release-12302021095026.html  

 

2. Following a raid on the news website by national security officers, Hong Kong authorities charged two 

senior editors of the now-shuttered pro-democracy Stand News with "sedition" and denied them bail. 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/charged-12302021123454.html  

 

3. Citizen News, a Hong Kong-based independent online news portal, announced on Sunday that it will 

halt operations from Tuesday due to a deteriorating media climate in the Chinese-ruled city and to 

preserve the safety of its personnel. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/china/hong-kong-independent-portal-citizen-news-says-shut-

2022-01-02/  

 

4. In Afghanistan Taliban regime has ordered ‘beheading of female mannequins’. Shopkeepers say move 

will severely hamper business. 

Source: https://twitter.com/WIONews/status/1477688976454520834  

 

5. In every part of Kabul, the Taliban have built up checkpoints. They stop cars and instruct people not to 

let women in their cars without wearing a hijab, that listening to music is forbidden, and that men 

should grow beards. 

Source: https://twitter.com/natiqmalikzada/status/1477296533804437504  

 

6. The Taliban have been rigorously implementing Islam since regaining power in Afghanistan in August. 

Despite its efforts to rebrand as more moderate, the group has imposed a plethora of limitations that 

erase the privileges that Afghan women have earned through a history of struggle and activity, as well 

as undo the advances made over the past two decades. 

Source: https://www.dw.com/en/taliban-are-revoking-afghan-womens-hard-won-rights/a-60283590  

 

7. According to sources, the junta's secret military tribunals in Myanmar have convicted around 50 

politicians and pro-democracy activists to long prison terms, including the president of the Magway 

region and members of the dissolved National League for Democracy (NLD). 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/tribunals-12302021164346.html  

 

8. According to local militias and an official with the shadow National Unity Government, more than five 

dozen civilians have been killed and tens of thousands have been displaced as a result of clashes 

between Myanmar's military and anti-junta forces in four of the country's remote border regions in 

December alone (NUG). 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/december-12302021221953.html  
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9. Security personnel in Sudan's capital, Khartoum, shot tear gas at anti-military protestors, televised 

images showed, as demonstrators marched toward the presidential palace in the 12th round of large 

protests since a coup on October 25. 

Source: https://twitter.com/Reuters/status/1477718082554503168  

 

10. The number of individuals transiting through Mexico, many of whom are seeking a better life in the 

United States, has been steadily increasing for several years. In close partnership with the Mexican 

authorities, the UN team in the country is working to ensure that they receive critical, and often life-

saving, assistance. 

Source: https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/01/1108892  

 

11. India will chair the UN Security Council's Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC), and it has voted in 

favour of a resolution renewing the CTC Executive Directorate's mandate. 

Source: https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/india-votes-in-favour-of-unsc-resolution-

to-renew-mandate-of-counter-terrorism-committee-executive-

directorate/articleshow/88619765.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campa

ign=cppst  

 

12. It's been 11 months since Myanmar's military ceased control of the country. As a weapon of war, the 

Myanmar military is now turning to killings and scorched earth tactics such as village burning. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/videos/myanmar-military-resorting-to-a-strategy-of-massacres-

scorched-earth-tactics-as-it-burns-villages-441708  
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