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NUCLEAR ISSUES        

    

   

  

1. A coolant solution used to produce an ice wall to stop groundwater seepage into reactor buildings has 

leaked from two storage tanks, according to the operator of Japan's stricken Fukushima nuclear 

power plant. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/japans-tepco-hit-by-setback-clean-up-crippled 

fukushima-nuclear-plant-2022-01-23/  

 

2. TerraPower, founded by Bill Gates, chose Kemmerer for an unconventional sodium-cooled nuclear 

reactor that will employ personnel from a nearby coal-fired power station that is set to close soon. 

The demonstration project comes as several states in the United States consider nuclear as a method 

to bridge the gap between coal, oil, and natural gas as a way to cut greenhouse gas emissions. 

Source: https://www.dallasnews.com/business/energy/2022/01/23/in-a-tiny-wyoming-town-bill-

gates-bets-big-on-nuclear-power/  

 

3. EU environment and energy ministers meeting in France Friday clashed starkly on a European 

Commission provision that would define nuclear and natural gas energy as "sustainable," just hours 

before the time for raising objections expires. 

Source: https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/is-nuclear-natural-gas-green-european-union-nations-

quarrel-2722948  

 

 

 

MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

 

1. Chinese drones have been increasingly popular around the world, particularly in Middle Eastern 

countries, who have become the largest customers of Chinese Wing Loong UAVs. Now, a new drone 

built entirely of composite materials has joined the Wing Loong family, reported Chinese state news 

agency Xinhua. According to the Aviation Industry Corporation of China (AVIC), the multipurpose 

drone named ‘Wing Loong-1E’ successfully completed its maiden flight on January 18. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/china-tests-new-variant-of-powerful-wing-loong-drones/  

 

2. Turkey has secured contracts to sell 16 countries domestically built Bayraktar TB2 unmanned combat 

aerial vehicles (UCAVs), as well as the first export contract for the Bayraktar Akinci UCAVs, 

according to the CEO of the Turkish Baykar technological business. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/turkey-signs-massive-deal-on-sale-of-bayraktar-tb2-drones-to-16-

countries-developer/  

 

3. The US Air Force is under pressure to enhance its fleet and speed up the development of next-

generation fighter jets, with threat perceptions at an all-time high. While numerous countries are 
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currently designing and developing fifth-generation jets, the United States has made significant 

progress on its sixth-generation programme. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/which-other-warplanes-is-the-us-air-force-fighter-jets/  

 

4. According to an Argentinian news source, Argentina's ambassador to China recently discussed the 

probable acquisition of JF-17 fighter jets with officials from the China National Aero-Technology 

Import & Export Corporation (CATIC).  

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/jf-17-thunder-argentine-ambassador-visits-chinese-aerospace-firm/  

 

5. Both the United States and Japan are concerned about China's rising military power. Beijing is 

considered as a military danger in the Indo-Pacific area, having increased its hypersonic missile 

development. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/us-thwart-chinese-missile-threats-stay-hypersonic-race/ 

 

6. The first consignment of the US' $200 million security assistance package for Ukraine has arrived in 

Kyiv, according to the US embassy. The delivery came after US Secretary of State Antony Blinken's 

visit to Kyiv earlier this week, which was prompted by fears from Ukraine and its Western partners 

over tens of thousands of Russian troops massed on Ukraine's border. Russia has denied that it is 

preparing a fresh military offensive. 

Source: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/1/22/us-military-aid-arrives-in-ukraine-amid-russia-

border-tensions  

 

7. As worries of a Russian invasion of Ukraine rise, the UK has accused the Kremlin of attempting to 

install a pro-Russian leader in Ukraine. Russian intelligence personnel had been in contact with a 

number of former Ukrainian lawmakers as part of invasion plans, according to the Foreign Office, and 

former parliamentarian Yevgen Murayev was being considered as a possible leader. 

Source: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/1/23/uk-accuses-russia-of-trying-to-install-pro-

kremlin-govt-in-kiev    

 

 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 

  

 

1. Iran's atomic energy agency announced on Friday that the Islamic republic is in talks with Russia 

about building two more units at its lone nuclear power plant. 

Source: https://www.timesofisrael.com/iran-says-in-talks-with-russia-to-expand-islamic-republics-

sole-nuclear-power-plant/ 

 

2. China said it opposed sanctions by the U.S. on three Chinese companies accused of engaging in the 

proliferation of missile technology. Further, the Ministry of Commerce said in a statement on Saturday 

that the U.S. should “immediately correct its wrongdoing.”  

Source: https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-01-22/china-says-u-s-wrong-to-sanction-

firms-on-missile-proliferation  

 

3. In the midst of border tensions with Ukraine, Russia's deputy foreign minister, Sergey Ryabkov, stated 

that Russia is not frightened of any country, even the US. "We are not afraid of anyone, even the US," 

Russia's deputy foreign minister said, according to Russia's TASS news agency. 
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Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/nato-to-conduct-naval-exercise-in-mediterranean-amid-

tensions-with-russia-446617  

 

4. The head of the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons, or ICAN, has urged Japan to 

support the treaty's anti-nuclear weapons efforts. The United Nations Treaty banning the use, 

development, and possession of nuclear weapons entered into force one year ago on Saturday. 

Source: https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/news/20220123_06/  

  

5. According to two US officials, one Congressional official, one former US official, and four other 

people familiar with the discussions, Russia has discussed a possible interim agreement with Iran in 

recent weeks as part of an effort to revive the international nuclear deal with Tehran. The agreement 

would involve limited sanctions relief in exchange for reimposing some restrictions on Tehran's 

nuclear programme. 

Source: https://www.cnbc.com/2022/01/22/russia-proposed-interim-nuclear-deal-to-iran-with-us-

knowledge-sources-say.html  

 

6. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said he and Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov discussed 

international attempts to resurrect a landmark nuclear agreement with Iran amid concerns that time is 

running out to complete discussions. 

Source: https://www.rferl.org/a/blinken-iran-nuclear-talks-lavrov/31665295.html  

 

7. On Friday, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken met with his Russian counterpart, Foreign Minister 

Sergey Lavrov, on neutral ground in Geneva in an attempt to ease tensions along the Russian-

Ukrainian border. Before the talks, both leaders downplayed the chances of a breakthrough, but they 

reappeared thereafter, implying that diplomacy will at the very least continue. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/blinken-says-lavrov-repeated-to-him-that-russia-has-no-

intention-of-invading-ukraine-446488  

 

8. After meeting with his Russian counterpart, Sergey Lavrov, in Geneva on January 21, US Secretary of 

State Antony Blinken said the Iran nuclear deal was an example of how Moscow and Washington 

might work together on security concerns. Despite the fact that the negotiations on January 21 were 

centred on the present issue at the Russia-Ukraine border, the top US official stated that the now-

defunct Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action had "still a window" to be salvaged. 

Source: https://frontline.thehindu.com/dispatches/blinken-urges-russia-to-pressure-iran-on-nuclear-

deal/article38308819.ece  

   

9. Setting preconditions like as the release of US captives held in Iran, according to Iran's state news 

agency IRNA, would hold down indirect negotiations between Tehran and Washington on reviving a 

2015 nuclear deal. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/us-should-not-link-2015-nuclear-pact-with-

release-prisoners-iran-irna-2022-01-24/  
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UN REFORMS 

 

 

 

1. Dozens of people from China's Uyghur Muslim ethnic group demonstrated in Istanbul on Sunday, 

asking for a boycott of the Winter Olympics in Beijing next month in protest of the Chinese 

government's treatment of the minority. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/lifestyle/sports/olympics-uyghurs-turkey-call-boycott-beijing-games-

2022-01-23/  

 

2. Even when security officials at the Grand Slam urged fans to remove jerseys referring to the Chinese 

former doubles number one, administrators of the Australian Open stated Peng Shuai's safety remains 

their "primary concern." 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/lifestyle/sports/political-peng-messages-banned-australian-open-

2022-01-23/  

 

3. With less than two weeks until the opening of the Winter Olympics in Beijing, a number of Olympic 

sponsors are foregoing what is typically an Olympics-themed advertising blitz. As the US emphasises 

human rights in Xinjiang, Visa, P&G, and Coca-Cola are keeping a low profile. 

Source: https://www.wsj.com/articles/winter-olympics-sponsors-caught-between-beijing-u-s-

11642939203  

 

4. Albert Ho has been serving an 18-month prison sentence since Judge Amanda Woodcock sentenced 

him for "organizing and inciting others to take part in an illegal assembly" in May 2021. He has been 

charged with several criminal offences since 2019 for peacefully exercising his freedom to assemble.  

Source: https://medium.com/@the29principles/albert-ho-chun-yan-the-first-imprisoned-human-rights-

lawyer-in-hong-kong-228654a2dd92  

 

5. Martina Navratilova, a retired tennis player, has slammed the Australian Open's decision to prohibit T-

shirts supporting Chinese player Peng Shuai. 

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-60078517  

 

6. Go Sherab Gyatso is a renowned Tibetan scholar who has been imprisoned for 10-years for speaking 

about the human rights abuse in Tibet. 

Source: https://twitter.com/TheTibetNetwork/status/1485511226704728064  

 

7. Last year, China's anti-corruption authorities punished 627,000 officials for "violating Communist 

Party discipline and laws," more than any other year since President Xi Jinping assumed the reins of 

the party in 2012. According to data given by the Communist Party Central Commission for Discipline 

Inspection and the National Supervisory Commission, the majority, 414,000, worked in farming 

communities or at companies. 

Source: https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/China-punishes-627-000-officials-in-2021-a-record-under-Xi-

Jinping  

 

8. After the closing of the private Sengdrug Tagtse school where she worked, Rinchen Kyi was arrested 

on charges of "inciting separatism." To decrease the availability of Tibetan-language instruction, 

Chinese authorities have closed such schools. 
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Source: https://twitter.com/CECCgov/status/1485583358461628425  

 

9. In a post on Telegram on Sunday, Islamic State claimed responsibility for a deadly attack on Saturday 

in the western Afghan city of Herat. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/islamic-state-claims-responsibility-attack-heart-

afghanistan-2022-01-23/  

 

10. Iran is poised to reclaim its seat in the United Nations General Assembly after South Korea paid 

Tehran's delinquent dues to the world body with frozen Iranian funds in the country, the South Korean 

government announced on Sunday. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/skorea-says-iran-regain-un-vote-after-delinquent-dues-paid-

with-frozen-funds-2022-01-23/  

 

11. An investigation found that government failures such as delays in moving snow ploughs and a lack of 

warnings to people about impending harsh weather were to blame for the deaths of 23 tourists in their 

cars during a blizzard in Pakistan earlier this month. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/government-failures-led-pakistan-tourist-snow-

storm-deaths-report-says-2022-01-21/  
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