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1. The UK government has set aside GBP100 million (USD134 million) to support EDF's development 

of the Sizewell C nuclear power plant project, with the goal of attracting more private funding. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Sizewell-C-gets-financial-backing-from-UK-

governme  

 

2. The operator Teollisuuden Voima Oyj (TVO) has reported that the connection of unit 3 at the 

Olkiluoto nuclear power plant in western Finland to the national grid has been delayed due to an 

unforeseen automated trip during commissioning tests. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Grid-connection-of-Finnish-EPR-postponed  

 

3. The Japan Atomic Energy Agency (JAEA), Mitsubishi Heavy Industries (MHI), and Mitsubishi FBR 

Systems (MFBR) inked a MoU with TerraPower of the United States yesterday to collaborate on the 

development of sodium-cooled fast reactors. The Natrium sodium-cooled fast reactor is being 

developed by TerraPower, which was founded by Bill Gates. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/US,-Japanese-firms-agree-to-cooperate-on-

fast-reac  

 

4. Sweden's Minister of Climate and Environment Annika Strandhäll has stated that construction of the 

final storage for used nuclear fuel in Forsmark, as well as the associated fuel encapsulation factory in 

Oskarshamn, can proceed. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Swedish-government-gives-go-ahead-for-

used-fuel-re  

 

5. After six years of service, Beloyarsk unit 4 has been overhauled. The fast reactor now runs on 60 

percent mixed-oxide (MOX) fuel, which plant owner Rosenergoatom has described as "the fuel of 

the future". 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/BN-800-running-on-60-MOX  

 

6. The US Department of Energy (DOE) has published a request for bids for the fabrication and testing 

of a prototype eight-axle railcar called Fortis, which will be used to transport used nuclear fuel and 

high-level radioactive waste (HLW). Along with the Atlas railcar and the newly built Rail Escort 

Vehicle (REV), which is presently undergoing testing, Fortis will be part of the DOE's rail 

transportation capabilities for such materials.  

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Railcar-completes-DOE-used-fuel-transport-

system   

 

7. Former top officials from national regulators have stated that nuclear energy is not a viable option for 
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combating climate change. It was too expensive, hazardous, and unlikely to have a meaningful 

impact quickly enough, according to experts. 

Source: https://www.independent.co.uk/climate-change/news/nuclear-energy-climate-crisis-experts-

b2001076.html  

 

 

 

 

MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

 

1. The Belgorod, a special-purpose submarine that will carry nuclear-capable underwater drones, will be 

delivered to the Russian Navy in the summer of 2022, according to Tass. The nuclear-powered 

submarine, which is reported to be the world's largest submarine, was designed to meet a range of 

military objectives. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/russias-record-breaking-submarine-armed-with-putins-super-

weapon/  

 

2. Turkey is ready to introduce another tactical weapon, which might be a "game-changer," according to 

an expert, just days after announcing contracts to sell indigenously manufactured Bayraktar drones to 

16 countries. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/bayraktar-drones-its-mini-submarine-from-turkey-expert/  

 

3. Finland has agreed to purchase 64 fifth-generation F-35 fighter fighters from the United States for its 

national air force before tensions with Russia over Ukraine rise, according to Finnish Prime Minister 

Sanna Marin. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/finland-wants-its-f-35-stealth-fighters-asap-russia/  

 

4. Pakistan has been working hard to improve its Navy's capabilities. The PNS Tughril is the flagship of 

the Chinese-built Type 054-A/P frigate, which has been hailed as a game-changer for the Islamic 

state. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/pakistan-navy-inducts-biggest-ever-chinese-warship-stealth/  

 

5. A US Navy F-35C aircraft operating from the Carl Vinson aircraft carrier crashed into the South 

China Sea earlier this week. Even though western analysts warned of a possible threat of China 

acquiring access to the high-end fighter plane, Washington's efforts to retrieve it are now underway. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/china-blames-us-military-for-f-35-fighter-jet-crash-stealth-wealth/  

 

6. China has declared intentions to outfit its J-20 stealth fighter with laser guns, enhancing its air-to-air 

capabilities and potentially giving it defence capabilities against hypersonic weapons. 

Source: https://asiatimes.com/2022/01/us-china-russia-race-for-laser-weapon-cutting-

edge/?mc_cid=055bbc6a21&mc_eid=00400db71d  

   

7. To promote the research and development of hypersonic weapons, Australia has constructed a new 
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research centre at Eagle Farm in Brisbane. The Australian Hypersonic Research Precinct, which was 

revealed on January 25 by the country's Defense Minister, would foster collaboration between the 

military, industry, universities, and international partners to enhance hypersonic technology 

development. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/australia-hypersonic-weapons-opens-new-research-center-in-

brisbane/  

 

 

 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 

  

1. "We’re going to know very soon whether or not it is possible for the Iranians to return to compliance 

with the nuclear deal on terms that we and the international community can accept," Brett McGurk, 

the White House National Security Council's Middle East and North Africa coordinator, said. 

Source: https://www.jpost.com/international/article-694800  

 

2. A senior White House official said on Thursday that the US and Iran are "in the ballpark of a possible 

[nuclear] deal" in Vienna, but added that Washington is "very prepared" for the "pretty likely" 

possibility that an agreement would not be reached. Iran and world powers are in the midst of an 

eighth round of negotiations aimed at reviving the tattered 2015 nuclear deal known as the Joint 

Comprehensive Plan of Action. 

Source: https://www.timesofisrael.com/us-and-iran-in-ballpark-of-possible-nuclear-deal-says-white-

house-official/  

 

3. The US deputy special envoy for Iran has resigned from the Biden administration's Vienna 

negotiations team, apparently dissatisfied with the administration's mild approach toward Iran in the 

talks aimed at salvaging a 2015 nuclear agreement. According to a Wall Street Journal report from 

earlier this week, Richard Nephew and two other US negotiators have decided to leave the team. 

Source: https://www.timesofisrael.com/pushing-more-hardline-approach-us-deputy-iran-envoy-quits-

vienna-negotiating-team/  

 

4. Russia would be unwise to invade Ukraine, and in that scenario, President Tayyip Erdogan said on 

Wednesday, Turkey would do what is necessary as a NATO member. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/turkeys-erdogan-says-russia-would-be-unwise-

invade-ukraine-2022-01-26/  

 

5. Iran is moving closer to nuclear weapons, despite Israel's willingness to strike Tehran's nuclear 

programme. Nuclear weapons are not new, and gaining them for a regional power like Iran is far from 

impossible. Israeli defence chiefs' public declarations that Iran will "never" obtain nuclear weapons 

are reckless.  

Source: https://www.jpost.com/opinion/article-694653   

 

6. As European and US diplomats warn that the time to rescue the Iran nuclear deal is closing, Russia's 

senior negotiator at the talks indicated it could take weeks longer than he previously estimated to 

secure an agreement. 
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Source: https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-01-27/russia-pushes-back-expectations-of-

clinching-iran-nuclear-deal  

 

 

 

 

UN REFORMS 

 

 

 

1. Xie Yang, a former human rights lawyer and current human rights activist in China, has been jailed 

again by the CCP on charges of "inciting subversion of state power" and "picking quarrels and 

provoking trouble."  

Source: https://safeguarddefenders.com/en/blog/abrupted-video-call-and-xie-yangs-detention  

 

2. Sponsors of the Olympics are skating over grave human rights violations. Telling sportsmen to "shut 

up and ski" is unusual. It's unusual to demand celebrations in the face of such oppression.  

Source: https://twitter.com/meifongwriter/status/1487057124442189827  

 

3. China is conducting by human rights organisations of mass incarceration, torture, and forced labour 

against Uighurs and other minorities in its western region of Xinjiang. 

Source: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/1/28/un-rights-chief-allowed-to-visit-xinjiang-after-

olympics-report  

 

4. Tashpolat Teyip, a well-known geographer and the head of Xinjiang University, was arrested along 

with five other Uyghur intellectuals and sentenced to death with a two-year reprieve for "separatism." 

Teyip is well-known for his work in the field of environmental research. 

Source: https://twitter.com/CECCgov/status/1486738309959360513  

 

5. Sponsors of the Olympics are walking a tightrope ahead of the Beijing Winter Olympics next month, 

as growing geopolitical tensions lead them to consider minimising their involvement in order to avoid 

upsetting China. 

Source: https://edition.cnn.com/2022/01/28/business/olympic-sponsors-beijing-games-mic-intl-

hnk/index.html  

 

6. According to 243 nongovernmental organisations from across the world, the 2022 Beijing Winter 

Olympics will open amid atrocity crimes and other severe human rights violations by the Chinese 

government. The organisations asked states to join a diplomatic boycott of the Games, which are set to 

begin on February 4, 2022, and athletes and sponsors to refuse to legitimise government abuses.  

Source: https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/01/27/beijing-olympics-begin-amid-atrocity-crimes 

 

7. The 2022 Olympics will take place in Xinjiang, amidst the genocide of the Uyghurs, Kazakhs, and 

other Muslim ethnic minorities. The Chinese government's crimes against humanity are a blatant and 

fundamental violation of the Olympic spirit. 
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Source: https://twitter.com/CECCgov/status/1486730948670414868  

 

8. On Thursday, Western diplomats said that they would increase their Afghan humanitarian efforts while 

continuing to encourage the country's Islamist Taliban rulers to uphold human rights and allow females 

to attend school. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/western-diplomats-seek-urgent-aid-afghanistan-

assurances-girls-education-2022-01-27/  

 

9. As Beijing prepares to host the 2022 Winter Olympics on February 4, the Chinese Communist Party 

(CCP) will activate the world's most sophisticated information control apparatus, employing 

censorship, surveillance, and legal retaliation to suppress political, religious, and other speech that 

differs from the party line. Since Beijing held the 2008 Summer Olympics, this equipment has grown 

considerably. 

Source: https://thediplomat.com/2022/01/information-controls-at-the-beijing-olympics-what-to-watch-

for/  

 

10. Peng's location and safety have become a source of global concern when he made sexual assault 

allegations against a high-ranking Chinese Community Party (CCP) official, according to the IOC. 

Source: https://www.insidethegames.biz/articles/1118366/peng-meeting-bach-closed-loop-

beijing#.YfLPoY0zyEk.twitter  
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