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NUCLEAR ISSUES 

 

1. Southern Nuclear decided to put four lead test assemblies in one of its commercial reactors lately. The 

planned installation will be the first of its kind, and it will test a new fuel idea developed by 

Westinghouse as part of the DOE's Accident Tolerant Fuel programme. The lead test assemblies will 

have a higher uranium-235 enrichment than what is currently used in commercial reactors in the 

United States. 

Source: https://www.energy.gov/ne/articles/southern-nuclear-install-higher-enriched-fuel-test-rods-

plant-vogtle 

 

 

MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

 

 

1. North Korea appears to have conducted a flurry of missile tests in the year 2022. On Sunday, the 

country's dictatorship conducted its seventh test of the year, firing at least one suspected ballistic 

missile into the sea. According to Reuters, it could be the country's longest-range missile test since 

2017. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/in-7th-test-in-2022-north-korea-fires-longest-range-missile-

since-2017-448864 

 

2. Japan's geographical location places it in an unusual situation, as it is adjacent to two of its most 

dangerous rivals, China and North Korea. With both communist countries' missile arsenals 

improving, it's more important than ever for the Japanese military to boost up its strategic defences. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/aegis-missile-defense-system-with-new-spy-radar-japan/ 

 

3. Belarus President Alexander Lukashenko stated on Friday that his country does not want to go to war 

and that warfare would only erupt if Belarus or its ally Russia were attacked directly. Lukashenko's 

remarks come as both countries prepare to conduct military drills. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/war-possible-only-if-belarus-or-russia-get-attacked-says-

lukashenko-448858 

 

4. According to Rolls-Royce, the 'Spirit of Innovation' is now the world's fastest all-electric aircraft. 

Two new world records were set by the plane, which have since been independently validated. On 

November 16, 2021, the aircraft exceeded the previous record by 213.04 km/h when it reached a high 

speed of 555.9 km/h (345.4 mph) over a distance of 3 kilometres. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/its-official-worlds-fastest-all-electric-aircraft-is-all-british-rolls-

royce-jaguar-land-rover-behind-the-innovation/ 

 

5. Some allies have been perplexed and upset by Germany's refusal to deploy arms to Ukraine. 

However, the historical and intricate causes behind Europe's most powerful country's pause are 
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complex. 

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-60155002 

 

 

 

 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 

 

 

 

1. The nuclear talks with Iran have reached a critical juncture. The first is that the timeline keeps 

slipping, and the second is that neither the US nor the EU are willing to take any significant action that 

would cause Iran more harm than the current sanctions, which it has been able to withstand for nearly 

four years. 

Source: https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-695009 

 

2. Western diplomats have a self-imposed deadline of mid-February to resurrect the 2015 agreement, 

which limited Iran's nuclear programme in exchange for the lifting of sanctions. Some Western 

officials are concerned about Iran's quick nuclear improvements since the United States pulled out of 

the deal in 2018, as well as a looming report by the UN's nuclear watchdog, which is expected to detail 

more Iranian nuclear advancements, causing new frictions. As a result, the next three weeks will 

determine whether the pact is restored – or if the discussions fall apart entirely. 

Source: https://www.tehrantimes.com/news/469644/Iran-nuclear-talks-enter-final-stage 

 

3. The latest round of discussions to save the Iran nuclear deal has been placed on hold, according to the 

European Union's coordinator, who called for "political decisions" to break the impasse. Diplomats 

have been meeting in Vienna for several weeks in the hopes of reviving the 2015 agreement between 

Iran, the United States, the United Kingdom, China, France, Germany, and Russia. 

Source: https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/iran-nuclear-talks-iran-nuclear-deal-iran-nuclear-talks-

2015-deal-no-deal-iran-nuclear-talks-paused-for-political-decisions-2736231 

 

4. Regarding the ongoing Iran nuclear deal European Union coordinator Enrique Mora tweeted 

“Participants will go back to capital(s) for consultations and instructions to come back next week. 

Political decisions are needed now” 

Source: https://www.timesofisrael.com/political-decisions-are-needed-eu-says-iran-nuclear-talks-put-

on-pause/ 

 

5. According to Xinhua news agency, the European External Action Service (EEAS) said in a statement 

that the 8th round of negotiations in Vienna will "take a break," giving participants time to return to 

their capitals for consultations with their governments. 

Source: https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/iran-nuclear-talks-paused-political-

decisions-needed-says-eu-122012900106_1.html 
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UN REFORMS 

  

 

 

1. A prominent Hong Kong university covered a painted phrase remembering China's Tiananmen Square 

crackdown on Saturday, the latest public tribute to China's Tiananmen Square crackdown to be 

destroyed in China-ruled Hong Kong. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/hong-kong-university-covers-up-tiananmen-

crackdown-memorial-slogan-2022-01-29/ 

 

2. If the US favours Taiwan's independence, China and the US could end up in a military clash, Beijing's 

ambassador to Washington said in a Friday radio interview in the United States. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/china/support-taiwan-independence-could-spark-us-military-

conflict-with-china-chinese-2022-01-28/ 

 

3. One of Hong Kong's final public memorials to those slain in the Tiananmen Square demonstrations has 

been desecrated. The calligraphy, which was written on a bridge's pavement, was a homage to pro-

democracy protestors killed by Chinese authorities in Beijing in 1989. 

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-60180507 

 

4. On Friday, Weibo, China's version of Twitter, sent out a message to its users telling them not to upload 

any content from the forthcoming Beijing Winter Olympics that belonged to broadcast rights holders or 

face being blocked. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/lifestyle/sports/chinas-weibo-warns-users-about-posting-winter-

olympics-content-2022-01-28/ 

 

5. University of Hong Kong is covering up the June 4 slogan on Swire Bridge - slightly over one month 

after they toppled the Pillar of Shame. 

Source: https://twitter.com/XinqiSu/status/1487261242863779840 

 

6. Win Hlaing, 66, says he only wants to know if his son is alive over a year after he was last spotted 

being taken away by Myanmar junta troops.  

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/year-after-myanmars-coup-families-detainees-

search-answers-2022-01-29/ 

 

7. It is egregiously hypocritical of Olympic corporate sponsors, many of which have policies pledging 

them to work within a human rights framework, to disregard human rights abuses ahead of Beijing 

2022. 

Source: https://twitter.com/JulesBoykoff/status/1487458708527280134 

 

8. Argentina and the International Monetary Fund have reached an agreement in principle on a new $44.5 

billion standby plan, both parties announced on Friday, a major breakthrough in tense talks to 

restructure loans the country cannot repay. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/argentina-strikes-breakthrough-deal-with-imf-40-bln-

debt-talks-2022-01-28/ 

 

9. According to insiders, construction workers in Myanmar's commercial capital Yangon are flocking to 
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the country's western Rakhine state as jobs dry up at home due to political unrest following last year's 

military coup. 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/jobs-01282022154159.html 

 

10. Peng Shuai, a three-time Olympian and Chinese tennis player, made a sexual assault complaint on 

social media in November and then remained silent. The hashtag #WhereIsPengShuai became a 

worldwide trend. Now, as the Winter Olympics get underway in China this week, the International 

Olympic Committee (IOC) has announced that its president, Thomas Bach, will have "dinner and a 

meeting with Peng Shuai" in Beijing, along with representatives of the Chinese Olympic Committee, 

the state-controlled body that is the IOC's partner in the games' staging. 

Source: https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/01/29/no-medals-international-olympic-committee 

 

11. Nathan Law, a long-time leader of democratic movements, evacuated Hong Kong in 2020 due to safety 

fears. A warrant for his arrest has been issued in China, and Law is concerned that he will be targeted 

by the government. 

Source: https://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/video/hong-kong-protest-leader-pledges-to-keep-

fighting-for-democracy-131963973929 

 

12. Residents and relief workers in Myanmar's Kayah state said Friday that the bodies of six people, 

including women and minors, were discovered mutilated and dumped in a septic well, bringing the 

total number of victims found killed in the state's war-torn capital region to eight in the last three days. 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/bodies-01282022183100.html  

 

13. On Friday, human rights groups issued a statement condemning the Beijing Olympics, urging athletes 

and sponsors to speak out against the "genocide games." Activists representing Chinese dissidents and 

the minority Uyghur and Tibetan populations asked worldwide attendees to voice their objections to 

China's hosting of the Games, which begin next week, at an online press conference organised by the 

rights group Human Rights Watch. 

Source: https://abcnews.go.com/Sports/wireStory/activists-urge-athletes-speak-beijing-olympics-

82528355 

 

14. Iran's murderous homophobic policy continued on Sunday, with two men executed under the country's 

anti-gay Sharia law regime. According to the Human Rights Network in Iran, the two Iranian men, 

Mehrdad Karimpou and Farid Mohammadi, were executed in the Maragheh jail in northwestern Iran. 

Six years ago, the men were apprehended. 

Source: https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-695006 

 

15. The Biden administration announced on Friday that $130 million in military aid to Egypt will be 

cancelled because to human rights concerns. The news comes just days after the administration 

approved a $2.5 billion arms sale to the country. 

Source: https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-africa-egypt-antony-blinken-

3a6fdc236095a4a30d0fd819c9ce664e 

 

16. Enes Kanter Freedom of the Boston Celtics has spent months criticising his NBA peers for not doing 

enough to bring attention to human rights violations in China. 

Source: https://www.espn.in/nba/story/_/id/33140405/nba-players-face-questions-shoe-deals-chinese-

companies-linked-forced-labor 
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17. Ireland's foreign affairs minister stated that an Irish businessman who had been barred from leaving 

China for nearly three years can now return home. In February 2019, Richard O'Halloran, a director at 

CALS Ireland (China International Aviation Leasing Service), visited Shanghai. According to RTÉ, 

the company is in a legal battle with Chinese authorities. Mr. O'Halloran was told that an exit ban had 

been placed on his passport when he attempted to depart the country. 

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-60170760 

 

18. Laos police have made their second large seizure of methamphetamine in three months, a development 

that a United Nations specialist on the illicit drug trade said Saturday signals a collapse in Southeast 

Asia's security. 

Source: https://apnews.com/article/crime-asia-united-nations-southeast-asia-mekong-river-

dae8acb597eb908785fa469f0f55742d 

 

19. An Afghan refugee who fled the Taliban in order to start a new life in the United Kingdom said he was 

granted a "bright future." Rahimullah was one of more than 200 Afghan refugees who were offered 

hotel lodging in Northamptonshire when the Taliban restored control of the country. 

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-northamptonshire-60155909 
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