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1. The European Commission has sent a draught of the EU Taxonomy Regulation's additional 

Delegated Act covering specific gas and nuclear activities to member states for comment. According 

to the Commission, "it is necessary to recognise that the fossil gas and nuclear energy sectors can 

contribute to the decarbonisation of the Union's economy" in light of respective assessments.  

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Nuclear-and-gas-criteria-set-for-inclusion-in-

EU-t    

 

2. Atomflot, a subsidiary of Rosatom, has taken delivery of the Sibir, the company's newest nuclear-

powered icebreaker. The Baltic Shipyard, which built the twin-reactor vessel, officially handed it 

over. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Nuclear-icebreaker-Sibir-enters-service  

 

3. The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has released its first "guide level" document to 

help countries engage with stakeholders across the life cycle of nuclear power plants. Nuclear 

projects must engage all relevant stakeholders, including the public, to succeed, according to the 

Agency, and explaining nuclear energy, improving relationships, and building trust with stakeholders 

are essential. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/IAEA-releases-guide-to-stakeholder-

engagement  

 

4. Nuclear power has the potential to address African energy poverty while also mitigating climate 

change and assisting in the resolution of the triple threats of poverty, inequality, and unemployment, 

however, policymakers, decision-makers, and the general public must be educated on its benefits 

said to Princy Mthombeni. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Viewpoint-Nuclear-energy-is-critical-to-

Africas-ag  

 

 

MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

 

 

1. On Thursday, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said that the US and Japan will sign a new 

defence cooperation agreement to combat growing security threats such as hypersonics and space-

based capabilities. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/us-japan-launch-new-defense-research-

development-agreement-2022-01-06/  
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2. According to state media, North Korea tested a hypersonic missile on Wednesday.  According to 

KCNA, the missile "precisely hit" a target 700 km (434 miles) away. This is the second time a 

hypersonic missile has been tested, which can stay undetected for longer than ballistic missiles.  

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-59876989?xtor=AL-72-%5Bpartner%5D-

%5Bbbc.news.twitter%5D-%5Bheadline%5D-%5Bnews%5D-%5Bbizdev%5D-

%5Bisapi%5D&at_custom4=843B3C0A-6EA2-11EC-8012-

10D94744363C&at_custom1=%5Bpost+type%5D&at_custom3=%40BBCWorld&at_campaign=64

&at_medium=custom7&at_custom2=twitter  

 

3. Kim Jong-Un's confirmed having tested a hypersonic missile a day after North Korea launching a 

suspected ballistic missile. In September of last year, North Korea launched a hypersonic missile. 

According to North Korea's state-run Korean Central News Agency (KCNA), the country's defence 

forces shot a "hypersonic gliding warhead" that hit a target 700 km away. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/strategic-significance-north-korea-confirms-hypersonic-

missile-test-442534  

    

4. Iraqi military sources reported Katyusha rockets hit Iraqi military locations hosting US forces near 

Baghdad's international airport and west of Baghdad on Wednesday. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/rocket-hits-military-base-near-baghdad-airport-

no-casualties-military-2022-01-05/  

 

5. On Thursday, Canada, the United Kingdom, Sweden, and Ukraine said that they had given up on 

talks with Tehran about compensation for an airliner drowed down by Iran and would instead try to 

settle the case according to international law. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/canada-other-nations-vow-action-against-iran-over-

reparations-downed-jet-2022-01-06/  

 

 

 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 

  

 

1. China General Nuclear (CGN) announced that the inner safety dome has been placed atop the 

containment building of unit 1 of the Taipingling nuclear power facility in China's Guangdong region. 

The first of six Hualong One units planned for the site, Taipingling unit 1, is set to begin operations in 

2025. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Inner-dome-installed-at-Taipingling-1  

 

2. Despite instability in Kazakhstan, Kazatomprom (KZAP.KZ), the world's largest uranium producer, 

said on Thursday that it was working normally with no impact on output or exports. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/markets/europe/worlds-biggest-uranium-miner-says-unaffected-

by-kazakh-turmoil-2022-01-

06/?taid=61d75bddb7327100014c3b74&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_me

dium=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter  

 

3. On Thursday, new violence erupted in Kazakhstan's capital, Almaty, as Russia dispatched 

paratroopers to quell a nationwide rebellion in one of Moscow's closest former Soviet allies.   
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Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/troops-protesters-clash-almaty-main-square-

kazakhstan-shots-heard-2022-01-06/  

 

4. The issue of Japan's security role in the face of escalating tensions over Taiwan is set to come up 

heavily at a meeting between the foreign and defence ministers of Japan and the United States.  

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/japans-security-role-taiwan-seen-focus-two-

plus-two-talks-with-us-2022-01-06/  

 

5. On Thursday, Britain issued a warning to Moscow, saying it was working with Western partners on 

high-impact penalties aimed at Russia's financial sector if it invaded Ukraine. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/britain-warns-russia-over-ukraine-were-working-high-

impact-sanctions-2022-01-06/  

 

6. After meeting with US Secretary of State Antony Blinken on Wednesday, German Foreign Minister 

Annalena Baerbock said Iran has lost a lot of trust, warning that there isn't much time to revive  the 

nuclear deal. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/german-minister-says-iran-has-squandered-lot-

trust-2022-01-05/  

 

7. US Secretary of State Antony Blinken issued a new strong warning to Russia, saying that if Russia 

wants progress, it must ease its pressure on Ukraine. If Russia invades Ukraine, he reiterated his 

threat of "massive consequences." Russia and the United States will meet in Geneva next week to 

discuss the Ukraine issue. De-escalation is required if the discussions are "going to show real 

progress, that will require de-escalation," Blinken said at a joint news conference with German 

Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/no-progress-with-russia-so-long-as-gun-to-ukraines-head-

blinken-442529  

 

 

 

UN REFORMS 

 

 

 

1. The cyberspace regulator said on Thursday that China will accelerate the establishment of a 

comprehensive internet governance/ regulatory system. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-cyberspace-regulator-says-it-will-build-solid-

national-cyber-security-2022-01-06/  

 

2. In the midst of a regulatory crackdown, China's copyright administration said on Thursday that digital 

music platforms are not allowed to establish exclusive copyright deals unless there are particular 

circumstances. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/china/chinas-copyright-authority-bans-digital-music-platforms-

signing-most-exclusive-2022-01-06/   

 

3. Since the fall of the last administration, some members of the Kabul Air Force have complained that 

they have not been paid while being on active service. Shukria, a widow and a mother of six 

https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/troops-protesters-clash-almaty-main-square-kazakhstan-shots-heard-2022-01-06/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/troops-protesters-clash-almaty-main-square-kazakhstan-shots-heard-2022-01-06/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/japans-security-role-taiwan-seen-focus-two-plus-two-talks-with-us-2022-01-06/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/japans-security-role-taiwan-seen-focus-two-plus-two-talks-with-us-2022-01-06/
https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/britain-warns-russia-over-ukraine-were-working-high-impact-sanctions-2022-01-06/
https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/britain-warns-russia-over-ukraine-were-working-high-impact-sanctions-2022-01-06/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/german-minister-says-iran-has-squandered-lot-trust-2022-01-05/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/german-minister-says-iran-has-squandered-lot-trust-2022-01-05/
https://www.wionews.com/world/no-progress-with-russia-so-long-as-gun-to-ukraines-head-blinken-442529
https://www.wionews.com/world/no-progress-with-russia-so-long-as-gun-to-ukraines-head-blinken-442529
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-cyberspace-regulator-says-it-will-build-solid-national-cyber-security-2022-01-06/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-cyberspace-regulator-says-it-will-build-solid-national-cyber-security-2022-01-06/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/chinas-copyright-authority-bans-digital-music-platforms-signing-most-exclusive-2022-01-06/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/chinas-copyright-authority-bans-digital-music-platforms-signing-most-exclusive-2022-01-06/


6 January 

 

children has been working as cleaner in the Afghan Air Force base in Kabul for nine years.  “We don’t 

have a good salary, but I want to work to raise my children,” she said. “We don’t have gas at home or a 

stove to warm the room. We pay 7,000 Afs rent for the house,” Shukria’s daughter said. This is the 

present condition of Afghanis under Taliban regime. 

Source: https://tolonews.com/node/176206  

 

4. Residents of Kabul complained of “unfair distribution” of aid, saying that the aid was not provided to 

the vulnerable people who need it. “Let the aid be continued. But it should be given to people who 

deserve it,” said Ghulam Nabi, a resident of Kabul. “No one has given us anything,” said Abdul 

Muttalib, another resident of Kabul and many others echoed their distress. The World Food Program 

(WFP) said that it has provided food, clothing and cash aid to 15 million people in 2021 in 

Afghanistan.  

Source: https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-176205  

 

5. The Taliban late last year reportedly warned the United States that it will deploy 2,000 suicide bombers 

to Washington, D.C., if the Biden administration follows through with a plan to post the same number 

of soldiers at the U.S. embassy facility in Kabul, Afghanistan. 

 Source: https://freebeacon.com/national-security/report-taliban-threatened-to-send-2000-suicide-

bombers-to-washington-dc/  

 

6. According to sources, factory managers in Myanmar are suppressing workers' rights, with mandatory 

overtime and late wage payments increasingly commonplace since a military coup ousted democratic 

administration on Feb. 1, 2021. 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/labor-01052022174846.html  

 

7. Military troops and associated militiamen raided a village in northwestern Myanmar's Sagaing region 

on Wednesday, setting fire to at least six houses, including the home of the local chairman of the 

opposition political party, prompting nearly 700 residents from surrounding communities to flee, 

according to locals. 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/homes-burned-01052022173026.html  

 

8. North Korea cited "hostile forces" and COVID-19 dangers in a letter to China on Friday for its inability 

to attend the next Winter Olympics in Beijing, accusing the US of attempting to sabotage the Games' 

success. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/nkorea-says-us-actions-over-beijing-games-are-

insult-olympic-spirit-2022-01-06/  

 

9. Eyewitnesses told Reuters that security police used tear gas to disperse large groups protesting against 

military rule and recent protester killings in Sudan's capital Khartoum and other areas on Tuesday. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/sudanese-security-forces-fire-tear-gas-disperse-latest-

round-protests-2022-01-04/  

 

10. Human Rights Watch (HRW) said on Wednesday that tens of thousands of ethnic Tigrayans have been 

incarcerated in Ethiopia after being deported from Saudi Arabia, where they have been subjected to 

guard violence and living in deplorable conditions in both countries. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/tigrayans-deported-by-saudi-arabia-held-abused-

ethiopia-hrw-2022-01-05/  
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11. Security forces killed three protesters and fired tear gas in Sudan on Thursday, doctors and Reuters 

witnesses said, as masses thronged the capital Khartoum and other cities for further anti-military 

rallies. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/communications-disrupted-sudan-ahead-anti-military-

protests-2022-01-06/  

 

12. On Tuesday, the US, Norway, the United Kingdom, and the European Union informed Sudan's military 

that they would not support a new prime minister unless a broad range of civilians are involved, 

threatening to withhold economic aid. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/us-europeans-warn-sudans-military-against-excluding-

civilians-transition-2022-01-04/  

 

13. On Thursday, the United Nations encouraged everyone in Kazakhstan to refrain from violence. After 

out-of-control protests against a fuel price hike devolved into violence, citizens stormed government 

buildings, the Central Asian republic proclaimed a state of emergency. The United Nations has 

advocated for peaceful solutions to be found. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/kazakhstan-un-urges-all-sides-to-refrain-from-violence-

442766  

 

14. Kazakhstan announced a state of emergency across the country on Wednesday. After protests over fuel 

price hikes devolved into confrontations and protestors stormed government offices, the decision was 

made. In some of the cities affected by the violence, a state of emergency was declared on Wednesday 

morning. Late in the evening, the state of emergency was expanded across the country. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/nationwide-emergency-declared-in-kazakhstan-us-and-un-

urge-restraint-442526  
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