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NUCLEAR ISSUES        

    

  

  

 

1. The European Union's carbon reduction targets and expanding demand for power will necessitate a 

"colossal" investment in nuclear energy over the next 30 years, according to Thierry Breton, the 

bloc's internal market chief. 

Source: https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-01-09/new-eu-nuclear-plants-need-568-

billion-investment-breton-says  

 

2. According to an interview published in the French newspaper Journal du Dimanche on Sunday, EU 

Commissioner for the Internal Market Thierry Breton stated that the bloc will need to invest €500 

billion ($586 billion) in new nuclear energy installations by 2050. "Existing nuclear plants alone will 

need €50 billion of investment from now until 2030. And new generation ones will need 500 billion!" 

he said in the interview. "This effort represents around €20 billion a year." 

Source: https://www.dw.com/en/eu-nuclear-energy-will-require-20-billion-per-year-until-2050/a-

60371406  

 

 

 

MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

 

 

1. As part of strategic talks set to begin next week, the US is open to discussions with Russia about 

limiting future offensive missile deployments in Ukraine and limiting US and NATO military 

exercises in Eastern Europe, according to a senior Biden administration official.  

Source: https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/us-open-to-discussions-on-limiting-

military-exercises-missiles-with-russia-122010900029_1.html  

 

2. A senior US administration official said on Saturday that the US and its allies are prepared to discuss 

with Russia the prospect of each side suspending military drills and missile deployments in the 

region during negotiations on Ukraine. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/us-open-talks-with-russia-exercises-missile-

deployments-official-2022-01-08/  

 

3. Thousands of weapons recently found in the Arabian Sea were likely to have come from Iran, 

according to the United Nations. According to the Wall Street Journal, this was interpreted as proof 

that Iran was selling weapons to Yemen and other countries. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/weapons-being-smuggled-by-iran-to-yemen-says-report-
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4. On Saturday (January 8), a senior US administration official stated that Washington is willing to 

discuss missile systems, military exercises, and Ukraine tensions with Russia. According to media 

sources reporting a special telephone briefing for reporters, the negotiations might start as early as 

Sunday in Geneva. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/us-ready-to-talk-missiles-and-military-exercises-in-

ukraine-with-russia-official-443265  

 

5. The Joint Precision Approach and Landing System (JPALS) has been installed on the US Navy's 

nuclear-powered aircraft carriers to make landing military planes easier and safer. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/controlled-crash-why-f-35-fighter-jets-operations-from-aircraft-

carriers-are-heavily-reliant-on-jpals/  

 

6. Saudi Arabia has asked its neighbours for interceptor missiles as it battles Houthi strikes, according 

to media reports on Sunday, pending US approval of Patriot missile sales. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/saudi-arabia-interceptor-missiles-as-riyadh-awaits-patriot-usa/  

 

7. US aerospace giant Boeing has unveiled a model of what is believed to be a reusable hypersonic 

aircraft. Despite the fact that it is surprising, it is not entirely new, given Boeing's earlier hypersonic 

testing. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/after-hypersonic-airliner-boeing-now-showcases-reusable-air-

breathing-design/  

 

8. According to media reports, China has announced that its space station, which will provide a bird's-

eye perspective of Earth and is widely regarded as a critical strategic asset in space, will be 

operational this year. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/chinese-space-station-why-us-tiangong-fears-ceding-military-

edge/  

 

9. The world has been seeing a hypersonic weapons race unfold, with major nations like Russia, China, 

and the United States all putting their hats into the ring. The United Kingdom has now stated its 

interest in participating. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/uk-joins-the-hypersonic-pledges-billions-of-pounds-amid-chinese-

russian/  

 

  

 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 

  

 

1. A meeting on lifting sanctions was held in the Austrian capital of Vienna on Saturday with the 

participation of experts from Iran and other remaining parties to the 2015 nuclear deal, Iran's Foreign 

Ministry reported. Negotiations at the level of chiefs of delegations proceeded bilaterally and 

multilaterally on Saturday, according to a report from the ministry, according to Xinhua news agency. 
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Source: https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/experts-in-vienna-meet-for-lifting-us-

sanctions-on-2015-nuclear-deal-iran-122010900050_1.html    

 

2. With the fate of Ukraine and maybe post-Cold War European stability on the line, the US and Russia 

are holding crucial strategic talks that might influence not only their relationship, but also the US's 

relationship with its NATO allies. 

Source: https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/prospects-bleak-as-us-and-russia-

prepare-to-meet-over-ukraine-122010900374_1.html  

 

3. The disruption in the current global nuclear order, caused by escalating power rivalry and 

advancements in military technology, has a significant impact on South Asia. 

Source: https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/a-new-nuclear-age-in-south-asia/  

 

4. The White House said on Sunday that if Iran strikes Americans, it would suffer serious consequences, 

including sanctions against anyone sanctioned by Tehran for the drone strike that killed General 

Qassem Soleimani in 2020. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/us-warns-iran-severe-consequences-if-americans-

attacked-2022-01-09/  

 

5. On Sunday, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said he does not expect any breakthroughs in US-

Russia security talks this week, but he expects to find some common ground amid the Ukraine issue. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/us-tamps-down-expectations-talks-with-russia-amid-ukraine-

crisis-2022-01-09/  

 

6. On Sunday, Russia said it would not make concessions under US pressure and warned that 

negotiations on the Ukraine issue this week could conclude early, while Washington said no 

breakthroughs were expected and that success hinged on Moscow's de-escalation. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/russia-says-its-disappointed-by-us-signals-before-geneva-

talks-2022-01-09/  

 

7. Ukraine will be absent from two of the three scheduled negotiating sessions this week. The leadership 

in Kyiv is plainly concerned about Ukraine's restricted position in the discussions. Ukraine has quietly 

pursued its own negotiation road with Moscow, fearful that the talks will achieve little or nothing, and 

with President Joe Biden's announcement that the US will not intervene militarily if Russia invades.  

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/left-out-of-high-level-talks-ukraine-tries-other-diplomatic-

channels-443446  

 

8. US Secretary of State Antony Blinken recently stated that Russia must choose between dialogue and 

confrontation. "There's a path of dialogue and diplomacy to try to resolve some of these differences 

and avoid a confrontation," he said on CNN's "State of the Union" show. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/ahead-of-talks-on-ukraine-blinken-warns-russia-of-

confrontation-443436     

 

9. The Biden administration and its allies are putting together a slew of financial, technology, and 

military sanctions against Russia that they claim will take effect within hours of an invasion of 
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Ukraine, in the hopes of demonstrating to President Vladimir Putin the high price he will pay if he 

sends troops over the border. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/us-details-costs-of-a-russian-invasion-of-ukraine-443318  

 

 

 

UN REFORMS 

 

 

 

1. After listing Taiwan as a country and displaying maps and borders that China claims are incorrect, 

Beijing imposed a fine of almost $7,000 and issued a warning to Japanese-owned 7-Eleven. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/wrongful-act-beijing-fines-7-eleven-for-calling-taiwan-an-

independent-country-443367  

 

2. Yao Pan Ma, an Asian man who was viciously assaulted in New York last year, has passed away. 

When the man was collecting returnable bottles and cans in Harlem to raise money to buy food during 

the pandemic, he was attacked from behind. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/in-another-case-of-anti-asian-hate-crimes-man-brutally-

attacked-last-year-in-us-dies-after-8-months-443422  

 

3. Approximately 5,800 people were detained by police during protests that developed into violence last 

week, prompting a Russia-led military alliance to dispatch soldiers to Kazakhstan, according to the 

president's office. 

Source: https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/kazakhstan-says-5-800-were-detained-

by-police-in-week-of-protests-122010900513_1.html  

   

4. Sputnik reported, citing local media that clashes between the Taliban and the National Resistance Front 

(NRF) erupted in Afghanistan's Panjshir region. According to Afghan Aamaj News, the Taliban 

attacked the NRF in Panjshir's Anaba area, according to Sputnik News Agency. 

Source: https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/clash-between-afghan-resistance-

taliban-breaks-out-in-panjshir-reports-122010800089_1.html  

 

5. The Indonesian government sent humanitarian aid to the people of Afghanistan. These aids include 

food. 

Source: https://www.etilaatroz.com/134576/indonesia-sent-humanitarian-aid-to-the-people-of-

afghanistan/  

 

6. A number of women in Kabul protested the arrest of Kabul University professor Faizullah Jalal and 

demanded his release from the Taliban.  

Source: https://www.etilaatroz.com/134573/women-protest-in-support-of-faizullah-jalal-in-kabul/  

 

7. A baby who went missing during the US-led evacuation of Afghanistan has been found and reunited 

with relatives in Kabul, Reuters reported. 

Source: https://www.etilaatroz.com/134534/a-baby-who-disappeared-during-an-evacuation-operation-
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8. The Omicron wave poses a threat to Afghanistan, which is now experiencing a terrible economic and 

humanitarian crisis. Aid groups estimate that more than 20 million people in the country are hungry. 

These organisations forewarn of impending disasters by emphasising the need for immediate aid. 

Source: https://www.etilaatroz.com/134528/afghanistan-under-omicron-threat/  

 

9. Two relief workers told Reuters on Saturday that an air strike in Ethiopia's Tigray region killed 56 

people and injured 30, including children, in a displaced persons camp, citing local officials and 

eyewitness testimonies.  

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/aid-workers-say-ethiopia-air-strike-northwest-tigray-

killed-56-people-2022-01-08/  

 

10. Three Eritrean refugees, including two children, were killed in an air strike in northern Ethiopia's 

Tigray area, according to the United Nations.  

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/un-ethiopian-air-strike-kills-three-camp-eritrean-

refugees-2022-01-07/  
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