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1. President Emmanuel Macron announced that France will build six new nuclear power reactors, 

consider building another eight, and move forward with the construction of small modular reactors.  

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Macron-announces-French-nuclear-

renaissance 

  

2. As part of its decarbonization aims, the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) has established a new 

nuclear programme to investigate advanced nuclear technologies. One of the authority's first 

objectives will be to pursue a construction licence application for a light-water, small modular reactor 

(SMR) at the Clinch River site, and it is in talks with GE Hitachi to support their BWRX-300 light-

water SMR design. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/TVA-announces-new-nuclear-programme  

 

3. France's Bugey 3 nuclear reactor is set to reopen on February 16 after an overheated connection to a 

high-voltage cable in a non-nuclear component of the site was discovered, according to power 

group EDF (EDF.PA). 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/overheating-connection-takes-bugey-3-nuclear-

reactor-offline-2022-02-11/  

 

4. The upper part of the reactor vessel for unit 7 of the Tianwan nuclear power station has begun 

welding of circumferential seams, according to Russia's Atommash. According to the business, this 

was a significant step forward in the production of the reactor, which will be the seventh at the 

Tianwan nuclear power station in China's Jiangsu province. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/welding-milestone-for-Tianwan-7  

 

5. Since 2014, India's nuclear energy proportion of total electricity generation has maintained between 3 

and 3.5 percent. Dr. Jitendra Singh, the Union Atomic Energy Minister, stated that the administration 

intends to raise this percentage by expanding nuclear power capacity in the country. 

Source: https://weather.com/en-IN/india/news/news/2022-02-11-government-plans-to-double-down-

on-atomic-energy-in-2022  

 

6. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission lacks adequate oversight to keep counterfeit or defective parts 

out of the nation’s nuclear power plants, the NRC’s inspector general said in a pair of investigative 

reports this week. Due to a lack of information supplied by reactor operators and collected by the 

NRC, the inquiry was unable to determine particular safety issues. 

Source: https://www.eenews.net/articles/ig-fraudulent-parts-at-u-s-nuclear-plants-pose-safety-risk/  

 

7. The Rajya Sabha was told on Thursday that Indian nuclear installations, including nuclear power 

plants, are safe from cyberattack. Dr. Jitendra Singh, noted that the safety and security vital 

infrastructure of Indian nuclear institutions, such as the control network and plant safety systems, are 
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isolated from the Internet and the local IT network. 

Source: https://www.latestly.com/india/news/indian-nuclear-installations-including-nuclear-power-

stations-are-secure-from-cyber-attacks-govt-in-rajya-sabha-3348750. 

 

 

MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

 

1. Finland has sealed a deal to buy dozens of F-35 stealth fighter jets from the United States, 

demonstrating its military's close relations with NATO at a time of high tension between the West 

and Russia in Europe. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/finland-sign-deal-bringing-us-built-stealth-jets-

russian-border-2022-02-11/  

 

2. Russia's advancements in hypersonic missile technology have even been recognised by the United 

States of America. Now the nation’s Strategic Missile Force is set to make the second regiment of 

UR-100N UTTKh intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs) carrying Avangard hypersonic glide 

vehicles operational by the end of this year, reported Tass. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/russias-avangard-hypersonic-missiles-set-to-enter-combat-duty/  

 

3. When tensions between Indonesia and China reached a height last December, some commentators 

noted that Jakarta's response to Beijing's aggression had been rather mild. Jakarta's recent military 

procurement, on the other hand, appears to indicate differently. Indonesia has made significant strides 

towards improving its airpower. While it signed a massive agreement with France for multi-role 

Rafale fighter jets, the US State Department, approved the sale of its F-15ID. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/us-pitches-its-f-15-air-superiority-fighters-again-dassault-rafales/ 

 

4. Artificial intelligence (AI) integration into military aircraft has a number of benefits, including lower 

staffing costs, higher utility in places with fewer troops, and increased battlefield efficiency. The US 

Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) is focusing on leveraging the power of AI 

for the American military. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/pilotless-fighter-jets-us-air-force-warplanes-are-being-trained-for-

live-dogfights/  

 

5. Iran boasted on Wednesday that it had created a new 1,450 km-range ballistic missile capable of 

hitting Israel, Gulf state capitals, and US facilities in the Middle East. 

Source: https://www.arabnews.com/node/2021266/middle-east  

 

6. In late 2019, a new model of China's J-11B fighter aircraft, which has served with the PLA Air Force 

for decades, made its public premiere. The modified version has been seen several times since then.  

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/j-11b-fighters-to-boost-firepower-of-plaaf-as-china/  

 

 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 

 

1. After the latest four-nation talks ended with no headway on ending eight years of fighting, Ukraine 
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said on Friday that it would not bow to Russian pressure to deal with Russian-backed separatist 

leaders. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russia-ukraine-say-berlin-talks-fail-yield-

breakthrough-2022-02-11/ 

 

2. Due to escalating Russian military threats, US President Joe Biden has ordered all American citizens 

still in Ukraine to evacuate the country immediately. If Russia invades Ukraine, Biden says he will not 

send soldiers to rescue Americans. 

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-60342814  

 

3. Russia has increased the number of troops on its border with Ukraine and might invade at any time, 

including during the Beijing Winter Olympics, according to US Secretary of State Antony Blinken. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/russian-invasion-ukraine-could-come-any-time-blinken-2022-

02-11/  

 

4. Hardline Iran's president, Ebrahim Raisi, said on Friday that Tehran "never" places hope in current 

discussions in Vienna aimed at renewing the country's 2015 nuclear deal with foreign powers. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irans-president-raisi-says-tehran-never-has-hope-

vienna-talks-2022-02-11/  

 

5. In the face of a Russian military build-up on Ukraine's border, NATO Secretary-General Jens 

Stoltenberg said on Friday that the alliance will continue to fortify its eastern flank, but it will also 

explore a longer-term presence in the Black Sea region. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/nato-welcomes-more-us-forces-romania-says-reinforcing-

east-2022-02-11/  

 

6. Chancellor Olaf Scholz cautioned Russia that escalating military aggression against Ukraine would 

have "severe" economic and political consequences, while also stating that Germany and its partners 

were open to discussion and want peace. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/scholz-warns-russia-over-ukraine-says-we-want-

peace-2022-02-10/  

 

7. Heber Lopez Vazquez, ran a news website called Noticias Web in Oaxaca's southern state, was shot in 

his car, according to state prosecutor Arturo Calvo. Mexico is considered one of the world's most 

dangerous countries for journalists. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/worlds-most-dangerous-countries-for-journalists-another-

journalist-killed-in-mexico-the-fifth-this-year-452407  

 

8. When tensions between Indonesia and China reached a height last December, some commentators 

noted that Jakarta's response to Beijing's aggression had been rather mild. Jakarta's recent military 

procurement, on the other hand, appears to indicate differently. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/us-pitches-its-f-15-air-superiority-fighters-again-dassault-rafales/  
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UN REFORMS 

 

 

 

1. China cannot dictate to Somaliland who it can have relations with since it is a sovereign nation that 

was "born free," the breakaway Somali region's foreign minister said on Friday during a trip to Taiwan 

that Beijing has criticised. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/china/born-free-somaliland-says-china-cant-dictate-it-over-

taiwan-2022-02-11/  

 

2. A video of the mother-of-eight sparked massive anger online when it emerged two weeks 

ago. Officials initially ignored the allegations of human trafficking, but enraged internet users kept up 

the pressure, with some calling for a probe on a daily basis. The case has sparked national furore in 

China since it emerged in late January and focused attention on women in rural areas and bride 

trafficking 

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-60344484  

 

3. Foreign ministers from India, the United States, Japan, and Australia conveyed a severe warning to 

individuals engaging in cross-border terrorism and threatening to disturb peace and stability in the 

Indo-Pacific region during the 4th edition of the Quad Leaders' Summit in Melbourne on Friday. They 

also denounced North Korea's destabilising ballistic missile launches, saying they were in violation of 

UN Security Council Resolutions (UNSCR). 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/in-melbourne-quad-leaders-call-out-north-korea-make-

veiled-references-to-china-pakistan-452507  

 

4. The US administration intends to utilise $7 billion (£5.16bn) in frozen Afghan assets to compensate 

9/11 victims and relief efforts. After the Taliban took over Afghanistan last year, Washington froze the 

funds, but has been under pressure to find a way to use them without assisting the Talibani extremists. 

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-60312232  

 

5. Israel announced on Friday that it was evacuating relatives of staff at its embassy in Kyiv, citing "an 

aggravation of the situation" in an apparent reference to the Ukraine-Russia crisis. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/israel-evacuating-relatives-embassy-staff-ukraine-

2022-02-11/  

 

6. The BBC has lodged an urgent complaint with the United Nations over what it claims is Iran's 

continued harassment of journalists and their families working for its Persian service. It comes amid 

rising security concerns, following a year in which Iran was accused of carrying out illegal operations 

against foreign journalists. 

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-60332307  

 

7. Commercial satellite pictures released by a private American firm show new Russian military 

deployments near Ukraine, implying that Moscow's force buildup continues amid a flurry of diplomacy 

aimed at easing the crisis. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/satellite-images-show-new-russian-military-

deployments-near-ukraine-2022-02-11/  
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8. British Defence Secretary Ben Wallace said he took Russian pledges that Moscow would not invade 

Ukraine seriously, but that he needed to see more action, and that he hoped his  talks in Moscow on 

Friday had helped to ease tensions. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/uk-defence-minister-says-troops-sent-ukraine-training-

return-soon-2022-02-11/  

 

9. As new satellite photographs reveal new Russian deployments near Ukraine, US Secretary of State 

Antony Blinken warned on Friday that Russia may invade the eastern European country "any time" 

during the Beijing Winter Olympics. “We’re in a window when an invasion could begin at any time 

and, to be clear, that includes during the Olympics,” Blinken added.  

Source:  https://www.wionews.com/world/blinken-says-russia-could-invade-ukraine-during-winter-

olympics-as-biden-speaks-of-world-war-452402  
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