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1. Rolls-Royce has revealed that a new small nuclear reactor would be built in North Wales.  According 

to the Financial Times, Wylfa on Anglesey and Trawsfynydd in Gwynedd, as well as Dungeness in 

Kent and Moorside in west Cumbria, are all in the race to host the UK's first small modular reactor 

(SMR). 

Source: https://nation.cymru/news/wylfa-and-trawsfynydd-among-frontrunners-to-host-new-mini-

nuclear-reactors/  

 

2. The repair of the four CANDU reactors at Canada's Darlington nuclear power station has now 

reached the halfway point, with work on unit 1 starting, according to Ontario Power Generation 

(OPG). The restoration of Unit 2 was completed in June 2020, while work on Unit 3 began in 

September 2020. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Refurbishment-of-third-Darlington-reactor-

starts  

 

3. The Department of Energy (DOE) has established a USD9.5 billion initiative to invest in clean 

hydrogen technologies, which may include the use of nuclear power, just days after launching a 

USD6 billion programme to support the ongoing operation of current nuclear power plants. The 

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law includes both ideas. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/US-DOE-launches-nuclear,-hydrogen-

infrastructure-p  

 

4. A special investigation by the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) Office of the Inspector 

General (OIG) discovered counterfeit, fraudulent, and suspect goods (CFSI) at running US nuclear 

power reactors. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/US-watchdog-investigates-counterfeit-

component-iss  

 

5. Nuclear power has been prohibited in Montana for the last 44 years unless approved by voters. The 

ban was passed through Citizen Initiative, but Republican majorities in the Montana legislature 

repealed it in 2021, and Republican Governor Gianforte signed it into law. Now, these same 

Republicans want to build nuclear reactors in Montana to replace the polluting, inefficient coal-fired 

power plants at Colstrip. 

Source: https://missoulacurrent.com/opinion/2022/02/viewpoint-nuclear-reactors-2/  

 

6. Brazil is interested in small nuclear reactors manufactured by Russia's state energy firm Rosatom, 

Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro said on Wednesday during a visit to Moscow overshadowed by 

international concerns about a Russian-Ukraine conflict. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/bolsonaro-says-brazil-keen-russian-nuclear-reactors-no-

mention-ukraine-2022-02-16/  

 

 

 

https://nation.cymru/news/wylfa-and-trawsfynydd-among-frontrunners-to-host-new-mini-nuclear-reactors/
https://nation.cymru/news/wylfa-and-trawsfynydd-among-frontrunners-to-host-new-mini-nuclear-reactors/
https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Refurbishment-of-third-Darlington-reactor-starts
https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Refurbishment-of-third-Darlington-reactor-starts
https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/US-DOE-launches-nuclear,-hydrogen-infrastructure-p
https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/US-DOE-launches-nuclear,-hydrogen-infrastructure-p
https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/US-watchdog-investigates-counterfeit-component-iss
https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/US-watchdog-investigates-counterfeit-component-iss
https://missoulacurrent.com/opinion/2022/02/viewpoint-nuclear-reactors-2/
https://www.reuters.com/world/bolsonaro-says-brazil-keen-russian-nuclear-reactors-no-mention-ukraine-2022-02-16/
https://www.reuters.com/world/bolsonaro-says-brazil-keen-russian-nuclear-reactors-no-mention-ukraine-2022-02-16/


16 February  

 

 

 

 

 

MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

1. A pair of F-35 fighter jets from the United States are on display this week at an airshow in Singapore, 

competing for potential customers in a volatile region. However, Washington will not sell its most 

advanced fighter planes to just anyone. Two of the plane’s three variants, the F-35A and the F-35B, 

have been sent to the biennial Singapore Airshow, together with a number of other U.S. military 

aircraft.  

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/thailand-f35-02162022155156.html  

 

2. The buildup of Russian forces around Ukraine could signal the start of a new invasion in the coming 

days and weeks. One particularly noteworthy aspect of Ukraine's vulnerability to Russia is the latter's 

long-range missile and artillery capabilities. Weapons such as the 310-mile-range Iskander missile 

and the BM-30 Smerch can conduct strikes at operational depth, striking logistical sinews with the 

potential to severely impair fighting capability such as command-and-control centres, vehicle parks, 

radars, electronic warfare units, airbases, ammo, and fuel dumps, as well as dense troop 

concentrations transiting toward the frontline. 

Source: https://www.businessinsider.com/russia-ukraine-war-would-be-artillery-and-missile-

showdown-2022-2?IR=T  

 

 

 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 

 

1. South Korea has reported a series of small natural earthquakes near North Korea's halted nuclear test 

site, emphasizing the region's geological instability as Pyongyang suggests it may resume testing for 

the first time since 2017.  According to the Korea Meteorological Administration (KMA) in Seoul, at 

least four earthquakes have struck the region in the last five days. 

Source: https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-696510  

 

2. In a ceremony at the Knesset on Wednesday, US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi stated that the US and 

Israel are allies in the face of Iran's threat. “We are together in the fight against terrorism posed by 

Iran, both in the region and also its nuclear development. The nuclear threat by Iran is a global one. It 

is a threat to the world,” Pelosi said. “Israel’s proximity to Iran is a concern to all of us and a 

responsibility for all of us,” she said. 

Source: https://www.timesofisrael.com/pelosi-at-knesset-us-israel-are-together-in-fight-against-iran-

terror-nuke-threat/  

 

3. As talks between world powers and Iran continue in Vienna, reportedly (and repeatedly) entering their 

"final stage," many in the Middle East – but also in Washington and European capitals – are waiting to 

see if a return to a nuclear deal is possible. Naturally, Israel is keeping a close eye on developments. 

Source: https://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/.premium.HIGHLIGHT-if-israel-strikes-iran-a-

trophy-and-trouble-awaits-1.10613141  
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4. According to State Department spokesperson Ned Price, the US is "in the midst of the very final 

stages" of indirect talks with Iran aimed at salvaging a 2015 deal limiting Tehran's nuclear activities.   

Source: https://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/iran/u-s-says-nuclear-talks-are-in-very-final-

stages-iran-we-re-closer-than-ever-1.10616885 

 

5. Japan is becoming increasingly concerned about Russian military drills between the Sea of Okhotsk 

and Japan, which Tokyo sees as Moscow showing its muscles amid tensions in Ukraine, according to 

Japanese Defense Minister Nobuo Kishi. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/russias-exhaustive-military-drills-raise-alarm-bells-in-japan/  

 

6. Despite Moscow's claims that it is withdrawing some troops from the border, Nato's secretary-general 

says there is no evidence that Russian forces are de-escalating near Ukraine. 

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-60407010  

 

7. French President Emmanuel Macron and China's President Xi Jinping agreed on the need to step up 

their joint efforts to reach a nuclear deal with Iran, statement says.  

Source: https://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/iran/decision-on-iran-nuclear-deal-days-away-

ball-in-tehran-s-court-france-says-1.10616098 

 

8. On a historic visit to Bahrain, Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett emphasised the two countries' 

shared interest in combating Iran and its proxies ahead of a meeting with the king and prime minister 

in Manama on Tuesday. 

Source: https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-in-bahrain-bennett-warns-of-strategic-

mistake-in-new-iran-nuclear-deal-1.10612247  

 

9. Jens Stoltenberg stated at a press conference that there are "no signs of de-escalation on the ground" 

and that there have been no withdrawals of Russian troops or equipment from the Ukraine border.  The 

Nato secretary general stated that it was not too late for Russia to "step back from the brink of 

conflict" but that the situation could become "the new normal in Europe." 

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-60407746  
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UN REFORMS 

 

 

 

1. Speaking to BBC Eastern Europe Correspondent Sarah Rainsford at a military training ground in 

western Ukraine, Mr Zelensky said "we don't see any troop withdrawal yet" and "for now it's just 

statements".  

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-europe-60403848  

 

2. Women who applied for divorce in Feng county, Jiangsu province, in recent years have been denied, 

despite claims that they were trafficked and forced to marry, according to a state-backed media outlet 

on Wednesday. Peking University alumni are calling for an investigation into the case of a woman 

found chained up in Feng county.  

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/women-divorce-02162022142200.html  

 

3. The CCP detained Radio Free Asia journalist Zhou Weilin in China in March 2020. Later, he was 

sentenced to 3.5 years in prison. His crime was working for a broadcaster in the United States. 

Source: https://twitter.com/SenateForeign/status/1493917711730106370  

 

4. To buttress its enormous territorial claims in Asia, China is developing a different military strategy. 

The country's desire to become a superpower through aggressive military posturing has strained 

relations with the United States. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/flashpoints-that-could-trigger-a-war-between-china-us/   

 

5. Journalist Sophia Huang Xueqin is another CCP prisoner without trial.  She was detained in 2021 for 

helping women in China report abuses & attacks on their rights.  

Source: https://twitter.com/SenateForeign/status/1493554951464890375  

 

6. A joint investigation by the Helena Kennedy Centre for International Justice at Sheffield Hallam 

University and NomoGaia, published in collaboration with the Atlantic Council's DFRLab, reveals 

how the World Bank's private lending arm, the International Finance Corporation (IFC), has several 

significant investments in China's Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, where indigenous peoples 

have been subjected to what international legislators, legal scholars, and advocates have described as 

human rights violations. 

Source: https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/in-depth-research-reports/report/financing-and-genocide/  

 

7. A group of Afghan women enter a small Kabul apartment building one after the other, quickly, 

carefully, and with their heads down, risking their lives as a nascent resistance against the Taliban. 

They gather to plot their next offensive against the hardline Islamist regime that took power in 

Afghanistan in August, robbing them of their dreams. 

Source: https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/taliban-news-afghanistan-news-taliban-takeover-of-all-we-

lost-afghan-women-defy-taliban-with-their-weapons-pens-2771062  

 

8. A Russian invasion of Ukraine would be disastrous, and a wider European war would be even more so. 

The likelihood of a larger war is determined in part by President Vladimir Putin's ambitions, in part by 

the West's military response, and in part by pure chance. Despite the fact that US and European 
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officials have been warning for days that a Russian invasion is imminent, Putin's government publicly 

welcomed further security talks with the West on Tuesday. 

Source: https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-business-europe-vladimir-putin-world-war-ii-

f34ed9384c3cf1b9a1a8025527baf008  

 

9. "It’s not too much to ask [NBC to cover] both the scintillating athletic performances and the wider 

political context in which they are unfolding," says Jules Boykoff. Coverage of the Uyghur issue 

alongside Beijing 2022 has been far from adequate. 

Source: https://www.washingtonpost.com/media/2022/02/15/nbc-olympics-china/  

 

10. Australian citizen Yang Hengjun was detained upon entering China and sentenced at a secret trial for 

“espionage.” Australian diplomats were denied access to the trial and his family expressed concerns 

about his deteriorating health in detention. 

Source: https://twitter.com/CECCgov/status/1493706906506047490  

 

11. Tiffany Yuen Ka-wai, an elected district councilor in Hong Kong, was given a 4-month sentence for 

participating in a Tiananmen commemoration. The charges disqualified her from completing her term. 

She also faces national security charges for promoting democracy.  

Source: https://twitter.com/CECCgov/status/1493979046761443328  

 

12. Human Rights Watch said today that Myanmar's military junta has resurrected a draconian 

cybersecurity bill that would grant the authorities broad powers. The draft plan would give the junta, 

which has been in power since the military coup on February 1, 2021, access to user data, the ability to 

block websites, order internet shutdowns, and prosecute critics and representatives of noncompliant 

companies. 

Source: https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/02/15/myanmar-scrap-draconian-cybersecurity-bill  

 

13. Writer Ehtem Omer was given a 20 year sentence for sending money to his nephew in Egypt, as 

Uyghurs and others with family living outside China were often targeted for detention. Local 

authorities burned his books because they contained “separatist content.”  

Source: https://twitter.com/CECCgov/status/1493193570198687752  
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