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1. The European Commission (EC) has released the final version of the EU Taxonomy Regulation's 

Complementary Delegated Act (CDA), which covers specific gas and nuclear operations. Nuclear 

energy remains a transitional energy technology in the final version, with just minimal changes from 

the draught leaked at the end of December. 

https://world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/European-Commission-presents-text-of-taxonomy-CDA 

 

2. According to preliminary findings from a reforecasting exercise conducted by Energy Resources of 

Australia, the total cost of rehabilitating the Ranger project area is estimated to be between AUD1.6 

billion and AUD2.2 billion (USD1.1 billion-1.6 billion) (ERA). The project will now be finished 

between late 2027 and late 2028. 

https://world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/ERA-reforecasts-Ranger-rehabilitation-costs-and-sc 

 

3. Forsberg, a leader of the international Nuclear Freeze campaign and the founder and director of the 

Boston-based Institute for Defense and Disarmament Studies, has an online collection of recorded 

and written lectures, testimonials, and correspondence (IDDS).  

https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2022/02/nuclear-freeze-documents-digitized 

 

4. Following the suspension of a National Nuclear Regulator board member who also works with a civil 

society organisation lobbying against the lifetime extension of the continent's only electricity 

reactors, South African Energy Minister Gwede Mantashe is being sued. 

https://www.bloombergquint.com/business/fight-over-africa-s-sole-nuclear-plant-ensnares-energy-

minister 

 

5. Financial Services Commissioner Mairead McGuinness defended the Taxonomy, the EU's newly 

issued green investment guideline, in an interview with Bloomberg Television. The Taxonomy 

designates both nuclear energy and gas as sustainable for a limited time as Europe transitions away 

from coal. Critics, on the other hand, claim that Brussels squandered an opportunity to combat 

greenwashing and set a gold standard. (According to Bloomberg) 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2022-02-02/brussels-faces-greenwash-scrutiny-over-gas-

nuclear-video 

 

6. On Tuesday, the Indiana Senate passed a bill that will make it simpler to build smaller, more modern 

nuclear power reactors. Sen. Blake Doriot (R-Goshen), a co-author of the bill, stated that these plants 

produce steady, clean power, and that their modest size makes them cheaper and safer. “These are 

not the power plants that we grew up with," Doriot explained. 

https://www.wfyi.org/news/articles/bill-to-help-build-small-nuclear-reactors-in-indiana-passes-senate  
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MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

 

 

1. Turkish warplanes attacked Kurdish militant targets in Iraq and northern Syria, including training 

centres, bunkers, and weapons storage areas, according to the Turkish Defense Ministry. 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/turkish-warplanes-hit-kurdish-militant-

targets-in-iraq-syria-ministry-122020200286_1.html  

 

2. According to a top diplomat, the marine variant of the French-made Rafale fighter jet was 

successfully flight-tested at a shore-based facility in Goa, simulating conditions similar to those 

aboard the indigenously-developed aircraft carrier INS Vikrant. 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/india-flight-tests-rafale-marine-for-ins-

vikrant/articleshow/89296305.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaig

n=cppst  

 

3. Bharat Dynamics Ltd (BDL) announced on Wednesday that it has signed a contract with the Indian 

Army for the manufacturing and supply of Konkurs-M anti-tank guided missiles for Rs 3,131.82 

crore. The deal will be carried out over a three-year period. BDL's order book now stands at Rs 

11,400 crore, the firm said in a statement. 

https://www.businesstoday.in/latest/corporate/story/konkurs-m-missile-bharat-dynamics-signs-rs-

3133-cr-contract-with-indian-army-321287-2022-02-02 

 

4. Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett revealed on Tuesday that Israel will begin utilising a laser-

based technology to intercept missiles within a year. “Within about a year, the IDF (Israel Defense 

Force) will bring into action a laser-based interception system, first experimentally, and later 

operationally,” Bennett told the annual conference of the Institute for National Security Studies, an 

Israeli security think tank. 

https://theshillongtimes.com/2022/02/03/israeli-army-to-build-laser-based-shield-against-missiles/ 

 

5. In the Andaman & Nicobar Islands, India successfully tested the BrahMos and Uran anti-ship 

missiles. The missiles were tested by the Andaman and Nicobar Command, according to the Indian 

Navy (ANC). The BrahMos supersonic cruise missile was launched from a launcher on the ground. 

The Uran anti-ship missile was launched from the Guided Missile Corvette of the Indian Navy. 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/videos/news/devastating-impact-brahmos-uran-anti-ship-missiles-

successfully-testfired-101643795970445.html 

 

6. Israel's Prime Minister, Naftali Bennett, stated a "laser wall" will shield the country from rockets, 

missiles, and unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) in the face of ongoing Hamas threats. "The economic 

equation will be reversed, they will invest a lot and we will invest a little," Bennett said referring to 

repeated rocket attacks by militant groups on Israel. 

https://www.wionews.com/world/laser-wall-will-protect-us-from-rockets-missiles-uavs-israel-pm-

naftali-bennett-449742 
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7. More than 5,000 sophisticated missiles have been fired in armed engagements since World War II, 

according to recent estimates, with more than 90% of them being employed in the Middle East. 

During the two invasions of Iraq and other operations across the Middle East, the US is responsible 

for approximately 2,000 missile attacks in the region. 

https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/how-access-to-missiles-gives-an-edge-to-non-state-actors-in-

the-middle-east-54321  

 

8. In a phone call on Tuesday, US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin told Abu Dhabi Crown Prince 

Abu bin Zayed Al Nahyan that the Pentagon would send “guided-missile destroyer USS Cole to 

partner with the UAE Navy before making a port call in Abu Dhabi”, the US embassy in the UAE 

said. 

https://www.wionews.com/world/us-sends-missile-destroyers-fighter-jets-to-uae-to-ward-off-houthi-

attacks-449909 

 

9. “If it is possible to intercept a missile or rocket with just an electric pulse that costs a few dollars, we 

will have nullified the ring of fire that Iran has set up on our borders.” Israeli Prime Minister 

Binyamin Netanyahu said, referring to Iran. 

https://www.wionews.com/world/laser-wall-will-protect-us-from-rockets-missiles-uavs-israel-pm-

naftali-bennett-449742 

 

10. The UAE's Defense Ministry claimed three hostile drones breached the Gulf country's airspace over 

unpopulated areas early Wednesday morning, and were intercepted and destroyed. The attack on the 

UAE was claimed by the Righteous Promise Brigades, an Iraqi militant group. 

https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-695326  

 

 

 

 

 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 

  

 

1. Following a barrage of missile launches in January, the North's state media has emphasised Kim's 

autocratic rule, which some experts believe is an attempt to put pressure on Washington over the 

stalemate nuclear talks after two years of widespread border closures and economic collapse. 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/n-korean-leader-kim-jong-un-attends-concert-

glorifying-his-power-122020200336_1.html 

 

2. Senator Bob Menendez, the first significant Democratic challenger to President Joe Biden's Iran 

policy, has challenged the president to take a stronger stance on Iran. The Chairman of the Foreign 

Relations Committee made his plea on Tuesday on the Senate Floor, not in a letter or a tweet, but in a 

comprehensive statement outlining his worries about the Biden Administration's negotiations with Iran 

to resurrect the 2015 nuclear deal. 

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202202026344  

 

3. According to a senior State Department source, nuclear discussions between Western powers and Iran 

are in the "final stretch," and Tehran's authorities must now make difficult political decisions about 
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whether to return to the 2015 nuclear deal. 

https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/national-security/time-iran-decide-whether-revive-2015-nuclear-

deal-says-us-official-rcna14302 

 

4. Sen. Bob Menendez (D-New Jersey), chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, expressed 

"growing concerns" about the indirect talks between the US and Iran on Tuesday. 

https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/iran-news/article-695307 

 

5. On Tuesday, US Ambassador to Israel Thomas Nides claimed that the Biden administration is well-

equipped to handle the Ukraine situation while guaranteeing that Iran does not receive a nuclear 

weapon. Speaking at the INSS annual conference in Tel Aviv, he said, “The president has made it 

abundantly clear, the US will not allow Iran to have a nuclear weapon. [Israel National Security 

Council Chief Eyal] Hulata speaks to the White House every day. 

https://www.jpost.com/international/article-695208 

 

6. “As someone who has followed Iran’s nuclear ambition for the better part of three decades, I am here 

today to raise concerns about the current round of negotiations over the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 

Action, and Iran’s dangerously and rapidly escalating nuclear program that has put it on the brink of 

having enough material for a nuclear weapon,” Senate Foreign Relations Committee chairman Sen. 

Bob Menendez (D-New Jersey) said in a speech on the Senate Floor. 

https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/iran-news/article-695307  

 

7. Due to Iran's nuclear developments, US State Department officials said at a background briefing with 

media on Monday that reviving the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action would be "impossible." The 

senior State Department official also stated that reinstating the JCPOA accord without Iran also 

freeing four Americans held hostage by Iranian forces was "hard to imagine." 

https://www.arabnews.com/node/2015911/middle-east 

   

 

 

UN REFORMS 

 

 

 

1. North Korea's latest launch of an intermediate-range ballistic missile was criticised by UN Secretary-

General Antonio Guterres on Tuesday as a flagrant breach of UN Security Council resolutions. 

According to NHK World, North Korea acknowledged the test-firing of the Hwasong-12 type missile 

on Sunday, the latest in a string of missile launches this month and the first to garner UN Secretary-

General Ban Ki-censure moon's this year. 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/un-chief-guterres-condemns-north-korea-s-

ballistic-missile-launch-122020200187_1.html  

 

2. The US has requested that the United Nations Security Council convene on Thursday to discuss North 

Korea's most recent test of an intermediate-range ballistic missile capable of reaching Guam, the 

country's most major launch in years that might threaten American territory. According to UN deputy 

spokesman Farhan Haq, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres criticised Sunday's launch, saying it 

breached the North's proclaimed moratorium on such launches and manifestly violated Security 
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Council resolutions.  

https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/us-asks-un-to-meet-on-north-korea-missile-

that-can-reach-us-122020200130_1.html  

 

3. China's shift away from the so-called "nine-dash line" in favour of a new legal theory based on Four-

Sha in order to bolster its claims in the South China Sea (SCS) region may provide new issues for the 

region's governments and the international community. The Four-Sha is an attempt to create a 

UNCLOS-style justification for ownership of the South China Sea that has some legal backing. 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/chinas-south-china-sea-actions-faces-counter-

reactions-from-international-

community/articleshow/89289234.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_camp

aign=cppst  

 

4. The Chinese government's danger to the West is "more brazen" and devastating than it has ever been, 

according to FBI Director Christopher Wray, who accused Beijing of stealing American ideas and 

invention and initiating major cyber operations. 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/fbi-chief-threat-from-china-more-brazen-and-

damaging-than-ever-

before/articleshow/89261901.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=

cppst  

 

5. The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) has advised US players to use burner phones (temporary 

phones) and leave their personal cell phones at home during the Winter Olympics 2022 in China, citing 

a potential threat of "malicious" cyber activity. 

https://www.wionews.com/world/fbi-asks-us-athletes-to-use-burner-phones-during-bejing-olympics-

2022-citing-malicious-cyber-activities-449723  

 

6. The Catholic Church in New Zealand has acknowledged to clerical sexual abuse charges. Since 1950, 

14% of diocesan clergy have been accused of abusing children and adults, according to research by a 

commission formed at Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern's request. 

https://www.wionews.com/world/new-zealand-catholic-church-admits-allegations-of-sexual-abuse-

449560 

 

7. The United Nation's mission to Afghanistan demanded on Tuesday that the Taliban must reveal 

information about the detention of two Afghan journalists who went missing the day before. 

https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-695202  
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