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NUCLEAR ISSUES 

 

 

 

1. For the first time, Unit 6 of the Fuqing nuclear power plant in China's Fujian province has reached 

100 percent full power operation. Meanwhile, the National Nuclear Safety Administration (NNSA) 

has completed a thorough pre-operational assessment of the Hongyanhe nuclear power facility in 

Liaoning province. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Fuqing-6-reaches-full-power-as-Hongyanhe-6-

nears-s 

 

2. At Angra unit 1, Eletronuclear of Brazil has started transferring used fuel assemblies into dry storage 

as part of a process that will free up space in the reactor's used fuel pool for the next five years of 

operation. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Used-fuel-in-motion-at-Angra 

 

3. Nuclear technology could provide new choices for future space missions, according to researchers 

speaking at an International Atomic Energy Agency event. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Nuclear-power-in-space-is-focus-of-IAEA-

and-UN-eve 

 

4. This year, the decommissioned Big Rock Nuclear Power Plant near Charlevoix will have a new 

owner. The ageing nuclear reactor will be taken up by Holtec International this summer. Holtec 

International is a multi-faceted energy technology firm specialising in commercial nuclear and solar 

energy. Holtec Decommissioning International, their decommissioning unit, will hire armed 

protection for the nuclear plant and will be in charge of disposing of any remaining radioactive waste. 

Source: https://www.9and10news.com/2022/02/21/big-rock-nuclear-plant-getting-new-owners/ 

 

5. The researchers provided a strategic strategy for non-destructive magnetic analysis of cladded nuclear 

reactor blocks in a paper recently published in the open-access journal Materials. 

Source: https://www.azom.com/news.aspx?newsID=58287 

 

 

 

 

MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

 

1. The Defense Ministry stated on Monday that Israel had "successfully completed a complex series of 

tests" on C-Dome, a sea-based version of the Iron Dome missile defence system. Rafael Advanced 

Weapons Systems designed the C-Dome system, which is placed on a Sa'ar-6 corvette. 

Source: https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-israel-successfully-tests-sea-based-missile-

defense-system-1.10624945 
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2. India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar on February 20 arrived in Paris on a three-day visit, 

which is aimed at boosting bilateral ties and increasing cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region. 

Attempts made at securing key deals for fighter jets, nuclear submarines with France. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/make-in-india-engines-for-lca-tejas-modi-govt-looks-at-securing-

key-deals-for-fighter-jets-nuclear-submarines-with-france/ 

 

3. After Putin formally recognised the breakaway regions and ordered the deployment of Russian forces 

to "keep the peace," a Reuters witness witnessed tanks and other military gear moving through the 

separatist-controlled city of Donetsk. 

Source: https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/russia-ukraine-crisis-the-russian-invasion-of-ukraine-has-

begun-says-uk-minister-sajid-javid-2782077 

 

4. Local officials reported the Houthi militia, which is supported by Iran, launched seven missiles 

towards the central Yemeni city of Marib on Sunday, as fighters continued their attacks to grab 

additional territory across Yemen. 

Source: https://www.arabnews.com/node/2028236/middle-east 

 

 

 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 

 

 

1. Naftali Bennett, Israel's prime minister, stated on Sunday that the upcoming nuclear deal with Iran is 

less stringent than the previous accord and will result in a "more violent, more volatile Middle East." 

Source: https://www.arabnews.com/node/2028451/middle-east 

 

2. Iran, the United States, and other world powers are close to reaching an agreement to resurrect the 

2015 nuclear deal, though negotiators are still squabbling over Iran's final demands, including the 

breadth of sanctions relief. Officials involved in the talks suggested an agreement might be reached in 

Vienna within the next few days. President Biden has made re-establishing the pact a priority in his 

foreign policy. 

Source: https://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-nears-return-to-iran-nuclear-deal-11645458466 

 

3. Opposition leader MK Benjamin Netanyahu told a delegation of visiting US House of Representatives 

members that no signed agreement would ever prevent Iran from gaining nuclear weapons, and that 

only tough sanctions and military action would be effective. 

Source: https://www.timesofisrael.com/netanyahu-warns-us-congress-members-pact-wont-stop-irans-

nuclear-program/ 

 

4. Israel is pressing the United States about the terms of an emerging Iranian nuclear deal, Israeli 

officials said on Monday, raising the prospect of a bilateral day-after agreement with Washington to 

address their worries. 

Source: https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2022-02-21/israeli-minister-sees-bilateral-talks-

with-u-s-to-complement-an-iran-nuclear-deal 

 

5. After recognising two rebel-held territories in eastern Ukraine as separate states, Russian President 
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Vladimir Putin has sent soldiers into them. Russian military vehicles looked to be marching towards 

the Ukrainian border in footage broadcast overnight. The United States, on the other hand, dismissed 

the term "peacekeepers" as "nonsense." 

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-60468237 

 

6. The UN Security Council held an emergency meeting following Russia's recognition of the two 

breakaway regions in eastern Ukraine. The consequences of Russia's actions "will be dire - across 

Ukraine, across Europe, and across the globe," US Ambassador to the United Nations, Linda Thomas-

Greenfield, told the emergency meeting of the 15-member council. 

Source: https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-698213 

 

7. "The Russians, President Putin, has decided to attack the sovereignty of Ukraine and its territorial 

integrity," British Health Secretary Sajid Javid said. Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered the 

deployment of troops to two breakaway regions in eastern Ukraine after recognizing them as 

independent on Monday, accelerating a crisis the West fears could unleash a major war. 

Source: https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-698222 

 

8. “Time is running short,” the Biden administration clearly warned Iran, declaring that the window for 

nuclear diplomacy will “not remain open forever.”    

Source: https://thehill.com/opinion/international/595144-no-more-extending-the-clock-on-the-iran-

nuclear-deal  

 

9. Bennet said Iran has used the interim period since the deal’s collapse to expand its nuclear 

capabilities, including the production of highly-enriched uranium needed for a nuclear weapon. Iran 

denies that it seeks to develop a nuclear bomb. The 10-year restrictions on uranium enrichment from 

the original deal are set to expire in two and a half years, Bennett noted. 

Source: https://www1.cbn.com/cbnnews/israel/2022/february/bennett-iranian-nuclear-deal-will-create-

more-violent-middle-east 
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UN REFORMS 

 

 

 

1. Just after midnight last Thursday, a transiting Chinese People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLA-N) vessel 

shone a military-grade laser at an Australian air force plane conducting coastal maritime surveillance. 

This did not happen in the South China Sea near China’s coastline, but rather in the Arafura Sea, within 

Australia’s exclusive economic zone off the north coast of the country.  

Source: https://asiatimes.com/2022/02/chinas-laser-warning-rings-australian-alarm-

bells/?mc_cid=1915fcac2c&mc_eid=00400db71d 

 

2. Iran is demanding during the nuclear talks in Vienna that the U.S. remove the Islamic Revolutionary 

Guard Corps (IRGC) from a blacklist of foreign terrorist organizations as a condition for a nuclear deal, 

Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett said on Sunday. 

Source: https://www.axios.com/irgc-terror-designation-nuclear-deal-talks-c7de761b-36cb-412b-9440-

8ef26f1ce2cc.html  

 

3. UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres expressed worry over Russia's move on Monday, calling it a 

"violation" of Ukraine's territorial integrity and sovereignty. It also goes against the values of the 

United Nations Charter, according to Guterres. This comes as Russian President Vladimir Putin signed 

decrees to recognise the 'Donetsk and Luhansk People's Republics' as 'independent’.    

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/un-chief-antonio-guterres-voices-concern-calls-russian-

move-a-violation-of-ukraines-sovereignty-455208 

 

4. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy accused Russia of impeding peace efforts in a speech to the 

nation, and he refused to make any territorial concessions.  After Russia's decision to formally 

recognise two Moscow-backed areas of eastern Ukraine as independent, Zelenskiy spoke in the early 

hours of Tuesday. Moscow has also dispatched soldiers to the affected areas. Moscow has also 

dispatched soldiers to the affected areas. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/ukrainian-president-volodymyr-zelenskiy-addresses-nation-

rejects-making-any-territorial-concessions-455197 

 

5. European Union foreign ministers agreed on Tuesday to sanction 27 Russians and entities after 

Moscow recognised two breakaway regions in eastern Ukraine, as well banks, the defence sector and 

limiting Russian access to European capital markets. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eu-sanction-russian-individuals-entities-over-ukraine-

2022-02-

22/?taid=621533de39c1a300014bdb60&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_mediu

m=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter 

 

6. Some commodities may become more expensive if the Russia-Ukraine crisis worsens. Gold, 

aluminium, oil, copper, and natural gas prices are expected to rise as a result of Russia's actions in 

Ukraine. President Vladimir Putin announced the deployment of Russian peacekeepers to Ukraine's 

two separatist areas, the self-proclaimed Donetsk People's Republic and the Lugansk People's Republic, 

in a televised address. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/these-commodities-could-become-super-expensive-amid-

https://asiatimes.com/2022/02/chinas-laser-warning-rings-australian-alarm-bells/?mc_cid=1915fcac2c&mc_eid=00400db71d
https://asiatimes.com/2022/02/chinas-laser-warning-rings-australian-alarm-bells/?mc_cid=1915fcac2c&mc_eid=00400db71d
https://www.axios.com/irgc-terror-designation-nuclear-deal-talks-c7de761b-36cb-412b-9440-8ef26f1ce2cc.html
https://www.axios.com/irgc-terror-designation-nuclear-deal-talks-c7de761b-36cb-412b-9440-8ef26f1ce2cc.html
https://www.wionews.com/world/un-chief-antonio-guterres-voices-concern-calls-russian-move-a-violation-of-ukraines-sovereignty-455208
https://www.wionews.com/world/un-chief-antonio-guterres-voices-concern-calls-russian-move-a-violation-of-ukraines-sovereignty-455208
https://www.wionews.com/world/ukrainian-president-volodymyr-zelenskiy-addresses-nation-rejects-making-any-territorial-concessions-455197
https://www.wionews.com/world/ukrainian-president-volodymyr-zelenskiy-addresses-nation-rejects-making-any-territorial-concessions-455197
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eu-sanction-russian-individuals-entities-over-ukraine-2022-02-22/?taid=621533de39c1a300014bdb60&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_medium=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eu-sanction-russian-individuals-entities-over-ukraine-2022-02-22/?taid=621533de39c1a300014bdb60&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_medium=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eu-sanction-russian-individuals-entities-over-ukraine-2022-02-22/?taid=621533de39c1a300014bdb60&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_medium=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eu-sanction-russian-individuals-entities-over-ukraine-2022-02-22/?taid=621533de39c1a300014bdb60&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_medium=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter
https://www.wionews.com/world/these-commodities-could-become-super-expensive-amid-escalating-russia-ukraine-crisis-455247


22 February 

 

escalating-russia-ukraine-crisis-455247 

 

7. On Monday, monitors from the OSCE, the European security organisation, reported more than 3,000 

new ceasefire violations in eastern Ukraine, a year-high. The assessment reflects a rise in violence that 

occurred before Russian President Vladimir Putin's decision to send Russian soldiers into two Moscow-

backed rebel districts that he had recognised as autonomous earlier in the day. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/amid-rising-tensions-osce-reports-more-than-3000-new-

ceasefires-violations-in-eastern-ukraine-455242 

 

8. Russian President Vladimir Putin has ordered troops to be deployed in two breakaway regions of 

eastern Ukraine. UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres expressed his displeasure with the decision, 

calling it a "violation" of Ukraine's territorial integrity and sovereignty. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/morning-news-brief-putin-orders-troops-into-eastern-

ukraine-zelenskiy-rejects-making-territorial-concessions-455222 

 

9. Following Russian President Vladimir Putin's order to send Russian forces inside separatist areas of 

Ukraine, US officials stated that diplomacy will continue "until the tanks roll." As the contract "comes 

into force from the day it was signed," Putin said that Russian forces will function as "peacekeepers" in 

the Donetsk and Lugansk regions. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/us-imposes-sanctions-on-two-russian-backed-areas-in-

eastern-ukraine-455190  

 

10. Russian President Vladimir Putin has recognized the separatist rebel region of eastern Ukraine as an 

independent state. This move could end the peace talks in the region. The ceasefire was in force for 

many years due to peace talks. Countries in the West fear that Putin’s announcement will give Russian 

forces an excuse to enter eastern Ukraine. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/russias-security-recognition-of-donetsk-and-luhansk/ 

 

11. Fears that the Ukraine-Russia crisis would impair global supplies are driving up oil prices.  On 

Tuesday, the price of Brent crude, a global benchmark, hit a seven-year high of $97.76 (£72) a barrel. 

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/business-60473233 

 

12. President Vladimir Putin's decision to recognise two breakaway republics in eastern Ukraine has 

prompted the UK government to threaten Russia with sanctions. According to the BBC, new legislation 

will be used to impose restrictions on people and organisations related to Russia. 

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-60472639 
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