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NUCLEAR ISSUES        

    

    

  

 

1. National laboratories from the United Kingdom, the United States, France, Canada, and Japan met 

for a summit and committed to work on research and innovation in order to achieve a net-zero energy 

economy. The purpose of the event, which was organised by the UK's National Nuclear Laboratory 

(NNL), was to build on the COP26 summit, which took place in Glasgow in November. 

Source:  https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/National-labs-summit-to-tackle-climate-goals  

 

2. Energoatom and the Organization of Canadian Nuclear Industries (OCNI) have agreed to collaborate 

on nuclear energy and related technologies. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Ukraine-and-Canada-agree-nuclear-

partnership  

 

3. The US Department of Energy and TRIGA International have agreed to a nine-year contract to 

supply new fuel elements for the TRIGA research reactors. These will be the first fuel elements 

produced after TRIGA International's fuel fabrication facility in France reopened after being closed 

for maintenance in 2012. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Unique-fuel-facility-restarts-fabrication  

 

 

 

 

 

MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

 

1. Following a fuel system modification, the US Air Force will be able to fly its F-35 stealth aircraft 

through thunderstorms and lightning once again. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/f-35-lightning-ii-set-to-get-a-lightning-shield-key-stealth-fighter/  

 

2. Boeing has been chosen by GE Aviation to assist flying tests of its hybrid-electric propulsion system, 

which will be carried out on a modified Saab 340B aircraft with CT7-9B turboprop engines. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/ge-aviation-to-partner-with-boeing-on-hybrid-electric-flight-test-

demonstration-program/  

 

3. Norwegian government declared a competition in 2020 to identify a new tank vehicle for its military. 

Two models were chosen as finalists from a field of nine: the K2 Black Panther from South Korea 

and the Leopard 2A7 from Germany. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/german-leopard-outpace-s-korean-k2-black-panther-to-win-

norway/  
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4. Iron Dome, Israel's missile defence system, is one of the most advanced in the world. In the face of 

the mounting Houthi missile threat, the country will now deploy a system that will reduce the cost of 

interception and strengthen Tel Aviv's defences. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/why-laser-weapons-may-not-just-replace-traditional-air-defense-

systems/  

 

5. Space Transportation, a Chinese space corporation, has announced plans for a hypersonic plane that 

will be capable of travelling from Beijing to New York in under an hour. According to the New York 

Post, the "rocket with wings" is expected to fly at a top speed of 7,000 miles per hour, with testing set 

to begin next year. It is expected to be ready for flight by 2024, according to scientists. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/china-claims-its-rocket-propelled-hypersonic-aircraft-can-shatter-

us/  

 

6. The multi-purpose SM-6 missile, according to US Navy Vice Adm. Jon Hill, the head of the US 

Missile Defense Agency (MDA), is the only weapon in the country's stockpile that can bring down 

highly manoeuvrable hypersonic threats. As China achieves new milestones in its hypersonic 

development, the United States is frantically looking to build an impregnable defense system, but 

there is little success so far. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/us-only-weapon-to-counter-chinas-hypersonic-weapons-mda/  

 

7. On Friday, Airbus (AIR.PA) and Quebec announced a $1.2 billion investment agreement that will 

allow the Canadian province to stay in the loss-making A220 jet programme until it is likely to turn 

profitable. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/airbus-quebec-reach-investment-deal-

a220-jet-program-sources-2022-02-04/  

 

 

 

 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 

  

 

1. The 2015 Iran nuclear deal, struck under President Barack Obama and undone by President Donald 

Trump in 2018, has been given a deadline of later this month by Western diplomats. President Joe 

Biden has stated that the US will rejoin the accord if Iran complies with the provisions of the original 

agreement, as well as other issues such as purported ballistic missile stockpiles and proxy conflicts in 

the region. 

Source: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/revival-of-iran-nuclear-deal-to-be-geopolitical-

considerations-7755981/   

 

2. According to diplomatic sources, the US has encouraged Japan to consider putting economic penalties 

on Russia if Russian soldiers invade Ukraine. Japan, on the other hand, has put off responding to the 

US request for fear of repercussions on relations with Russia and bilateral concerns, including a long-

standing territorial dispute over which Tokyo is seeking a resolution, according to the sources. 

Source: https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2022/02/1d30b2247a67-us-urges-japan-to-consider-

sanctions-on-russia-if-ukraine-invaded.html  
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3. The Pentagon said today that Russia may "fabricate a pretext for an invasion" against Ukraine. 

 "As part of this fake attack, we believe that Russia would produce a very graphic propaganda video, 

which would include corpses and actors that would be depicting mourners and images of destroyed 

locations," Pentagon spokesman John Kirby said. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/russia-will-produce-graphic-propaganda-video-as-pretext-

for-an-invasion-against-ukraine-us-450298 

 

4. According to senior administration officials and others briefed on the material, the US has obtained 

intelligence regarding a Russian plan to use a a faked video to provide a pretext for an invasion of 

Ukraine, building on prior disinformation campaigns. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/us-exposes-what-it-says-is-russian-effort-to-fabricate-

pretext-for-invasion-450290  

 

5. According to a government official, Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida confirmed extensive 

collaboration in regional matters with the new US ambassador, notably on North Korea and China, as 

well as global de-nuclearization. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/japans-kishida-confirms-cooperation-china-north-

korea-with-us-ambassador-2022-02-04/  
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UN REFORMS 

 

 

 

1. The Beijing Winter Olympics have begun, but Chinese authorities have proved to the rest of the world 

that they will not allow any type of free press to cover the games. One of the reporters covering the 

Games in Beijing is shown being manhandled by a security guard wearing a red armband in a clip from 

the Dutch broadcaster. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/watch-chinese-communist-workers-drag-journalist-away-on-

live-tv-at-beijing-winter-olympics-450569 

 

2. Tibetan filmmaker and former political prisoner Dhondup Wangchen has been nominated for the Nobel 

Peace Prize in 2022. Wangchen was nominated by Rasmus Hansson, a Green Party spokesperson and a 

biologist, and said he symbolises "the memory of the Tibetans' obvious demands for human rights." 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/tibetan-filmmaker-who-took-on-chinese-repression-

nominated-for-nobel-peace-prize-2022-450541  

 

3. Despite boycott demands, China's continuous human rights violations, and demonstrations by Chinese 

citizens in exile, the 2022 Beijing Olympics have begun. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/beijings-genocide-games-kick-off-amid-backlash-from-all-

across-the-world-450560  

 

4. China has been attempting to promote itself as a stable partner for economic recovery after the Covid-

19 outbreak. However, just like the Chinese vaccines, which have generated concerns about their 

efficacy, the country's economic recovery partnership is marred by waste, fraud, and political 

manipulation. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/china-spreads-to-india-bangladesh-and-nepal-frauds/  

 

5. When a team of Ukraine athletes entered the Bird's Nest Stadium in Beijing for the opening ceremony 

of the games on Friday, Russian President Vladimir Putin looked to fall asleep. Putin attended the 

inauguration event despite numerous western countries declaring diplomatic boycotts over human 

rights in Xinjian province, Hong Kong's democratic crackdown, and Covid origins. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/putin-falls-asleep-as-ukraine-athletes-enter-beijing-stadium-

during-olympics-opening-ceremony-450552  

 

6. According to a joint Russian-Chinese proclamation released on Friday, Russia recognises Taiwan as an 

inalienable part of China and rejects the island's independence in any form. "The Russian side reaffirms 

its support for the One-China principle, confirms that Taiwan is an inalienable part of China, and 

opposes any forms of independence of Taiwan," the statement read. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/russia-recognises-taiwan-as-part-of-china-opposes-islands-

independence-450437  

 

7. Kamalturk Yalqun, a Uyghur, currently living in exile in Boston, was one of the students chosen to 

carry the Olympic flame before the 2008 Summer Games in Beijing, has been pushing for a boycott of 
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the next Winter Games due to China's persecution of the Uyghur ethnic community. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/uyghur-torchbearer-in-2008-olympics-calls-for-winter-

games-boycott-in-beijing-450386  

 

8. The US State Department said it had previously expressed concerns about Beijing's pattern of 

continued attempts to coerce its neighbours when India's Chargé d'Affaires (Cd'A) opted not to attend 

the Winter Olympics after a PLA soldier who fought in Galwan Valley was named the torchbearer. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/we-had-voiced-concerns-over-chinas-pattern-of-

intimidating-neighbours-us-on-galwan-soldier-row-450307  

 

9. Peng Shuai has told Olympic officials that she is free to go around Beijing and spend time with her 

family and friends, according to IOC President Thomas Bach. Peng's brief public appearances in the 

three months since have failed to reassure tennis officials and human rights groups. 

Source: https://www.business-standard.com/article/sports/ioc-president-thomas-bach-says-peng-shuai-

is-free-to-move-in-china-122020400245_1.html  

 

10. Ecuadorean President Guillermo Lasso said on Saturday that after a visit to Beijing with his 

counterpart Xi Jinping, the government intends to reach a trade agreement with China by the end of the 

year and will begin formal debt re-negotiations with the Asian country. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/markets/us/ecuador-sees-trade-deal-with-china-end-year-debt-talks-

begin-2022-02-05/  

 

11. Taiwan on Saturday condemned as "contemptible" the timing of China and Russia's "no limits" 

partnership at the start of the Winter Olympics, saying the Chinese government was bringing shame to 

the spirit of the Games. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/taiwan-condemns-contemptible-timing-china-russia-

partnership-2022-02-05/  

 

12. Hundreds of protestors from China's Muslim Uyghur population gathered in Istanbul on Friday to call 

for a boycott of the Winter Olympics, which are set to begin in Beijing, and to urge athletes to speak 

out against the Chinese's treatment of the ethnic minority. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/lifestyle/sports/uyghurs-turkey-call-boycott-beijing-games-begin-

2022-02-04/  

 

13. According to a senior United Nations official, the UN has roughly $135 million in the bank in 

Afghanistan but is unable to use it because the Taliban-run central bank is unable to convert it to 

Afghan currency. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/un-has-millions-afghanistan-bank-cannot-use-it-

2022-02-03/  

 

14. According to a senior US source and others acquainted with the new plan, the White House is 

confronting challenges including as a paucity of planes and the search for a new US welcome facility 

as it tries to expedite the evacuation of at-risk Afghans from their homeland. 

Source: https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/us-faces-hurdles-in-a-bid-to-speed-up-

at-risk-afghan-evacuations-122020400456_1.html  

 

15. North Korean leader Kim Jong Un delivered a message to Chinese President Xi Jinping on Friday, 
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congratulating him on the "great victory" of the Beijing Winter Olympics and expressing his desire to 

develop relations between the two nations, according to state news agency KCNA. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/china/nkoreas-kim-calls-olympics-great-victory-china-calls-

better-relations-2022-02-03/  
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