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1. Two senior US officials said Friday that the Biden administration has restored a sanctions waiver that 

will allow countries to work with Iran on civil nuclear projects, a move that comes as US officials 

warn that the 2015 Iran nuclear deal is running out of time. 

Source: https://edition.cnn.com/2022/02/04/politics/iran-civil-nuclear-waiver-restored/index.html   

 

2. As discussions to save the stalled 2015 nuclear deal enter a critical phase, the Biden administration 

reinstated some sanctions relief to Iran's nuclear programme on Friday. Secretary of State Antony 

Blinken signed multiple sanctions waivers relating to Iran's civilian nuclear programmes as US 

negotiators return to Vienna for what might be a make-or-break session. The decision overturns the 

Trump administration's decision to revoke them. 

Source: https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-iran-donald-trump-iran-nuclear-antony-blinken-

d27d88cbff7e61ef18c11bfd68d2a60a  

 

 

 

 

MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

 

 

1. The Charles de Gaulle Carrier Strike Group of the French Navy has set sail in the Mediterranean Sea 

for its first operational deployment in 2022. The goal of the exercise is to show interoperability with 

allied fleets. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/20-french-rafale-m-fighters-go-into-action-with-f-35-stealth-jets/  

 

2. Russia's S-400 Missile Defense Systems have landed in Belarus in the midst of the Ukraine crisis, 

where they will be assigned to combat duty as part of an integrated air defence plan. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/s-400-missile-df-35-stealth-fighters-adds-twist-ukraine-crisis/   

 

3. In the midst of rising tensions over Ukraine, Russia dispatched two long-range nuclear-capable 

bombers on patrol over its ally Belarus on Saturday. The Russian Defense Ministry said that the two 

Tu-22M3 bombers practiced interaction with the Belarusian air force and air defense assets during a 

four-hour mission. The flight followed a series of similar patrols over Belarus, which shares a 

northern border with Ukraine. 

Source: https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-russia-moscow-europe-belarus-

614ecda6a45f8e60bb4322c3ac9c2877  

 

4. On February 5, France confirmed that its Rafale fighter planes will conduct aerial surveillance for the 

United Arab Emirates (UAE), protecting the Gulf country's airspace against drone and missile 
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threats. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/france-to-deploy-its-rafales-fighters-to-fortify-uae-airspace/  

 

 

 

 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 

 

 

 

1. Ukraine had the world's third-largest nuclear powers at the end of the Cold War. The newly 

independent Ukraine inherited around 5,000 nuclear weapons that Moscow had stationed on its land as 

a result of the Soviet collapse, a slow-motion descent that concluded in December 1991. Long-range 

missiles with up to ten thermonuclear warheads were stored underground on its military bases, each 

significantly more powerful than the bomb that destroyed Hiroshima. The elimination of this arsenal is 

frequently touted as a victory for weapons control.  

Source: https://www.wionews.com/science/ukraine-gave-up-a-giant-nuclear-arsenal-30-years-ago-

today-there-are-regrets-450802  

 

2. The first US reinforcements for NATO partners in eastern Europe have arrived at the Rzeszow 

military facility in southeastern Poland. "As announced, the first elements of the brigade battle group 

from the 82nd Airborne Division of the United States Army have arrived in Poland," a Polish military 

spokesman said. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/russia-ukraine-crisis-us-reinforcement-troops-arrive-in-

poland-450767  

 

3. US President Joe Biden has waived sanctions on Iran's civilian nuclear programme. In the spirit of 

promoting safety and non-proliferation, the waiver allows other countries and firms to participate in 

Iran's civilian nuclear programme without triggering US sanctions. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/united-states-waives-sanctions-on-irans-civilian-nuclear-

programme-450734  

 

4. According to an assessment by the Ukrainian military's high command, while the Russian military is 

not yet capable of mounting a total invasion of Ukraine, portions of its army have reached full combat 

strength and appear to be in the final stages of readiness for military action should the Kremlin order 

it. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/russian-troops-in-final-stages-of-readiness-add-to-worries-

for-ukraine-450679  

 

5. The confrontation with Ukraine has been ongoing since 2014, according to Kari Odermann, but the 

focus has lately switched since "Russian troops started coming in spring 2021" 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/conflict-with-ukraine-has-been-going-on-since-2014-kari-

odermann-to-wion-450622  

 

6. In the midst of tensions with Russia over its army buildup along Ukraine's border, US troops arrived 

in Germany as reinforcements for NATO troops. As part of the paratrooper division to be deployed in 

Poland, 2,000 US soldiers from the 18th Airborne Corps landed on European soil. 
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Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/destabilising-conflict-in-europe-will-impact-china-us-on-

ukraine-row-450590   

 

7. On the first day of the Winter Olympics, China and Russia declared a "no limits" friendship, backing 

each other in standoffs over Ukraine and Taiwan. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russia-china-tell-nato-stop-expansion-moscow-backs-

beijing-taiwan-2022-02-04/  

 

8. On Saturday, Iran's top security official, Ali Shamkhani, stated that the country's right to conduct 

nuclear research and development cannot be curbed by any agreement. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irans-shamkhani-says-it-has-right-continue-

nuclear-research-2022-02-05/   

 

9. As indirect American-Iranian talks on restoring the 2015 international nuclear deal with Tehran enter 

the last stretch, President Joe Biden's administration restored sanctions waivers to Iran to allow 

international nuclear cooperation projects. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/biden-administration-restores-sanctions-waiver-

iran-talks-final-phase-2022-02-04/  

 

10. German ambassador-designate to Afghanistan Markus Potzel on the missing women’s rights activists: 

“Critics must not be dealt with like enemies. It is illegal and unfair to have them disappear or be 

killed. The world is watching carefully.” 

Source: https://twitter.com/TOLOnews/status/1489885472059191303 

 

11. Iran's foreign minister said on Saturday that the United States' decision to reinstate sanctions waivers 

to Tehran was insufficient, and that Washington should provide guarantees for the resumption of the 

2015 nuclear deal with major powers. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/iran-says-us-should-provide-guarantees-revival-

2015-nuclear-deal-2022-02-05/  
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UN REFORMS 

 

 

 

1. Olympic officials' cozying up to some of the world's most powerful authoritarian regimes, according to 

critics of Bach and the IOC, overshadows talk of respect and bridge-building. Starting with the fact that 

this year's Games are being held in a country that has been accused of significant human rights 

violations. 

Source: https://apnews.com/article/winter-olympics-can-ideals-coexist-with-authoritarian-rule-

34c7e0a8ab3c80ae0db23ee382465a73  

 

2. Chinese police "physical intervention" targeting a foreign journalist in the middle of a live stand-up 

shot. 

Source: https://twitter.com/PhelimKine/status/1489632214522474504  

 

3. China has been attempting to promote itself as a stable partner for economic recovery after the Covid-

19 outbreak. However, just like the Chinese vaccines, which have generated concerns about their 

efficacy, the country's economic recovery partnership is marred by waste, fraud, and political 

manipulation. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/china-spreads-to-india-bangladesh-and-nepal-frauds/  

 

4. Finally, some information concerning the whereabouts of citizen journalist Fang Bin, who reported 

COVID in Wuhan vanished into police custody on Feb 9, 2020, almost 2 years ago. Fang is being held 

at the Jiangan District Detention Center in Wuhan on an undisclosed charge. 

Source: https://twitter.com/CHRDnet/status/1489725633521664000  

 

5. The World Health Organization's head said on Saturday that he had discussed the need for closer 

collaboration on the origins of COVID-19 with Chinese Premier Li Keqiang, a source of controversy 

that has strained Beijing's relations with the West. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/who-chief-says-discussed-

collaboration-covid-origins-with-chinese-premier-2022-02-05/   

 

6. Claudia Mo Man-ching, along with 53 other democracy activists, was arrested in 2021 under the 

National Security Law for participating in a primary meant to improve coordination among pro-

democracy candidates in Hong Kong's Legislative Council elections. 

Source: https://twitter.com/CECCgov/status/1489931894737231876  

 

7. According to a source familiar with the case, ousted Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi returned to a 

junta court on Friday after missing a previous hearing due to illness. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/myanmars-suu-kyi-returns-to-junta-court-after-skipping-

previous-hearing-450806  

 

8. Rights lawyer Xie Yang was detained in January 2022 for posting a video calling for the release of Li 

Tiantian, who was involuntarily committed to a psychiatric hospital for her speech. Xie was tortured in 

2015 for defending Christians and rights advocates.  

Source: https://twitter.com/CECCgov/status/1489647329242238977 
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9. After a lady performer wore a traditional Korean dress during the opening ceremony of the 2022 

Beijing Winter Olympics, South Korean authorities and activists accused China of "stealing" their 

culture. A woman was seen donning a Korean traditional costume—a white and light purple hanbok 

dress—while appearing among others representing China's several 'ethnic' teams during the event on 

Friday. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/2022-beijing-winter-olympics-south-korea-accuses-china-of-

appropriating-korean-culture-450765  

 

10. Day 1 of the Winter Olympics and the CCP has already physically pulled a Dutch reporter off air. The 

totalitarian regime doesn’t want any truthful coverage of the Genocidal games to happen. 

Source: https://twitter.com/DanCrenshawTX/status/1489677181538164739  

 

11. Indian envoy to the United Nations T S Tirumurti urged the international community to oppose "hate 

and violence" against all religions, citing the destruction of historic Bamiyan Buddha sculptures in 

Afghanistan. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/citing-destruction-of-bamiyan-buddha-statues-indias-un-

envoy-says-need-to-combat-hate-against-religions-450752  

 

12. Despite Republican opposition, the US House of Representatives narrowly passed a multibillion-dollar 

bill aimed at strengthening American competitiveness with China and expanding semiconductor 

production in the United States on Friday. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-house-set-pass-sweeping-vote-china-competition-bill-

2022-02-04/  

 

13. After the UN Security Council's private meeting failed to take any real action against Pyongyang, the 

US and eight other countries have called on the UNSC to denounce North Korea's recent missile tests.  

Source: https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/us-8-other-nations-urge-unsc-to-

condemn-north-korean-missile-test-122020500344_1.html  
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