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1. Following Washington's declaration that sanctions on Iran's civil nuclear programme would be lifted, 

Iran stated Saturday that the actions were "good but not enough". The US decision came as 

discussions to salvage a 2015 nuclear deal between Iran and other powers progressed, with the 

question of sanctions relief a major sticking point. 

Source: https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/us-sanctions-move-good-but-not-enough-iran-2753054  

 

2. Since January 30, all 15 of Ukraine's nuclear reactors have been putting out electricity, marking the 

longest such stretch of full utilization in the history of a country scarred by the Chernobyl disaster on 

the Soviet era. 

Source: https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-power-crunch-russia-squeeze/31689964.html  

 

 

 

MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

 

1. Following a series of ballistic missile tests Pyongyang conducted last month, the US special envoy 

for North Korea will meet with Japanese and South Korean officials later this week, according to the 

US State Department. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/us-envoy-north-korea-meet-with-japanese-

skorean-officials-statement-2022-02-06/  

 

2. Even the world's wealthiest countries are faced with a dilemma: there is an increasing demand for 

airpower to carry out operations ranging from air combat to monitoring illegal immigration; however, 

the rising costs of airpower make it harder to buy weapons systems. US trainer jet could be the most 

sought-after aircraft over Rafales, Typhoons & F-35s. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/red-hawk-fighters-why-us-trainer-jet-could-be-the-most-sought-

after-aircraft/  

 

3. The Indian Air Force (IAF) has started preparations for the largest war drills, which will begin on 

March 5 in Pokhran, Rajasthan's northwestern state. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/indian-air-force-to-conduct-massive-war-drills-near-pakistan-

border/  
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NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 

 

 

1. In the midst of rising tensions over Ukraine, Russia dispatched two long-range nuclear-capable 

bombers on patrol over its ally Belarus on Saturday. During a four-hour trip, the two Tu-22M3 

bombers trained interacting with the Belarusian air force and air defence, according to the Russian 

Defense Ministry. The flight followed a series of similar patrols over Belarus, which shares a northern 

border with Ukraine. 

Source: https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-russia-moscow-europe-belarus-

614ecda6a45f8e60bb4322c3ac9c2877  

 

2. Ukraine presidency advisor Mykhailo Podolyak has said a diplomatic solution is more likely than an 

attack by Russia. 

 "An honest assessment of the situation suggests that the chance of finding a diplomatic solution for 

de-escalation is still substantially higher than the threat of further escalation," said Podolyak. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/chance-of-diplomatic-solution-higher-than-military-

escalation-ukraine-presidency-451038  

 

3. Washington and Tehran had so far failed to produce "balance" in their commitments during the 

Vienna talks as per Iran's top security official. "Despite limited progress in the #ViennaTalks, we are 

still far from achieving the necessary balance in the commitments of the parties," Supreme National 

Security Council secretary Ali Shamkhani said in a Twitter post. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/vienna-talks-far-from-balance-in-commitments-says-irans-

top-security-official-451065  

 

4. Satellite photographs released on Sunday by a private U.S. company published details of military 

maneuvers along the Belarus-Ukraine border, ahead of joint training announced by Moscow and 

Minsk, which NATO has described as the largest deployment to Belarus since the Cold War.  

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/satellite-images-show-troop-deployment-belarus-border-with-

ukraine-ahead-russian-2022-02-06/  

 

5. According to a Reuters witness, a plane carrying US Marines landed in Poland on Sunday, as 

Washington bolsters its NATO allies in Eastern Europe amid a Russian military build-up on Ukraine's 

border. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/us-troops-arrive-poland-reinforce-eastern-europe-allies-2022-

02-06/  

 

6. Russia might attack Ukraine in days or weeks, but White House national security advisor Jake 

Sullivan warned on Sunday that a diplomatic solution is still possible. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russian-attack-ukraine-possible-any-day-diplomacy-

still-an-option-white-house-2022-02-06/  

 

7. According to two US officials, Russia has roughly 70% of the combat strength it believes it would 

need for a full-scale invasion of Ukraine in place and is sending more battalion tactical groups to the 

border with its neighbour. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russian-forces-70-level-needed-full-ukraine-invasion-

us-officials-2022-02-05/  
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UN REFORMS 

 

 

 

1. Lee Mingcheh, a Taiwanese rights activist, was sentenced to five years in prison for having online 

conversations about democracy and sharing books about human rights in China. 

Source: https://twitter.com/CECCgov/status/1490374738841149440  

 

2. When Peng Shuai's accusations of sexual assault against former vice premier Zhang Gaoli, a member 

of the all-powerful Politburo Standing Committee, first surfaced three months ago, they were almost 

immediately removed from China's internet. In China, Peng is nowhere to be seen in the news.  

Source: https://apnews.com/article/winter-olympics-where-is-peng-shuai-

7504b86e78c8ae9c4df8764f5ceea439  

 

3. The International Olympic Committee (IOC) confirmed on Sunday that it will hold a meeting with 

former world number one doubles tennis player Peng Shuai during the Beijing Winter Olympics, but 

no specifics about the meeting will be shared in advance. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/lifestyle/sports/meeting-with-peng-go-ahead-no-details-provided-ioc-

2022-02-06/  

 

4. On Sunday, as accusations over COVID-19 isolation protocols piled up at the Winter Games, Finland's 

men's ice hockey coach accused China of violating a player's human rights. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/lifestyle/sports/ice-hockey-china-ignoring-finnish-players-human-

rights-says-coach-2022-02-06/  

 

5. At a time when the Chinese government is striving to slowly undermine the use of the language in 

Xinjiang, A U.S. college student and a group of Uyghur researchers have created a Uyghur version of 

the Braille alphabet. 

Source: https://twitter.com/RadioFreeAsia/status/1490161072615084036  

 

6. On Sunday, advocates for Uyghurs applauded a ski jumper who displayed what they said was the flag 

of the East Turkestan independence movement. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/lifestyle/sports/athlete-hailed-by-uyghur-advocates-east-turkestan-

flag-2022-02-06/  

 

7. According to an excerpt of a confidential United Nations report reviewed by Reuters on Saturday, 

North Korea continued to expand its nuclear and ballistic missile programs last year, and cyber-attacks 

on crypto currency exchanges were a major source of revenue for Pyongyang. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/exclusive-nkorea-grows-nuclear-missiles-

programs-profits-cyberattacks-un-report-2022-02-05/  

 

8. The International Olympic Committee (IOC) said on Saturday that an incident in which a Dutch 

reporter was hauled away from a live broadcast by Chinese security authorities was an isolated incident 

that will not influence international media coverage of the Beijing Games. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/lifestyle/sports/dutch-reporter-on-air-incident-was-isolated-case-says-
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ioc-2022-02-05/  

 

9. In a new research, UN experts claim that North Korea is able to fund its nuclear and missile 

programmes at a time when it is facing several issues due to sanctions out of significant profits from 

cyberattacks. With the help of this money, the regime was able to develop its nuclear and missile 

programmes in defiance of UN Security Council resolutions last year, according to the panel of 

experts. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/north-korea-funding-nuke-missile-programmes-through-

cyberattacks-proceeds-say-un-experts-450929  

 

10. In a flurry of diplomacy on the margins of the Beijing Winter Olympic Games, Chinese President Xi 

Jinping met with leaders from Poland and Pakistan on Sunday.  

Source: https://apnews.com/article/winter-olympics-sports-business-china-russia-

0292b133e7214ef20c8ee7980f6822dd  

 

11. After a horrifying video of the victim surfaced online, two brothers in police custody admitted to 

decapitating the wife of one of them, according to Iran's semi-official ILNA news agency.  The two 

males were apprehended four hours after the murder on Saturday in the southern city of Ahvaz, 

according to the report. The video, which showed a man brandishing a large knife while carrying a 

severed head with long hair in the other hand. 

Source: https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-iran-media-744d52d9ee70fc2f35946cf5d4327a20   

 

12. U.N. experts said in the executive summary of the report obtained Saturday night by The Associated 

Press that there was “a marked acceleration” of Pyongyang’s testing and demonstration of new short-

range and possibly medium-range missiles through January, “incorporating both ballistic and guidance 

technologies and using both solid and liquid propellants.” 

Source: https://apnews.com/article/technology-business-global-trade-united-nations-north-korea-

25b1c7199519b31fe592dace54e119d9  

 

13. The current series of coups in West Africa began in Mali in 2020, followed by Guinea the following 

year, and Burkina Faso late last month. A week later, gunmen attempted to topple Guinea-president 

Bissau's with a machine-gun attack that lasted hours but failed. It's a scenario that's all too familiar in 

West Africa right now. 

Source: https://apnews.com/article/ouagadougou-burkina-faso-west-africa-africa-mali-

d9cd31553e0a609a71df4ed43d6ba309  

 

14. The fact that roughly 10,000 Hong Kongers registered for Canada's Young Talent Work Visa and 

another 5,000 applied to study in Canada last year is a heartbreaking reflection of the Hong 

Kong deteriorating human rights situation. 

Source: https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/society/article/3165944/nearly-14500-hongkongers-

apply-work-study-permits-canada  

 

15. President Joe Biden’s national security adviser, Jacob Sullivan cited “the broad level of alignment” 

among “like-minded democracies coming together on a range of challenges that China poses, whether 

it’s in the realm of military aggression or in the realm of economic coercion or in the realm of human 

rights.” 

Source: https://apnews.com/article/winter-olympics-live-updates-
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16. In a meeting with Egypt's authoritarian President Abdel Fattah el-Sissi on Saturday, Chinese President 

Xi Jinping said the two countries "share similar visions and strategies in defending their own interests." 

Source: https://apnews.com/article/winter-olympics-kazakhstan-coronavirus-pandemic-sports-health-

a780b15729ab17902c4e159ddd4ab252  

 

17. According to local media citing the New York Times, more than one million Afghans have migrated 

over the last four months. 

Source: https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/over-1-million-afghans-migrated-in-

last-4-months-says-report-122020600130_1.html  

  

18. According to the United Nations, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres told Chinese leaders on 

Saturday that he expects authorities to allow UN Human Rights Chief Michelle Bachelet to make a 

"credible visit" to the country, including Xinjiang.  

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/china/un-chief-chinas-leaders-allow-credible-visit-by-rights-

envoy-2022-02-05/  
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