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Taliban’s extremist implementation of sharia law 

1. A group of Afghan women enter a small Kabul apartment block one by one, quickly, 

carefully, and with their heads bowed, risking their lives as a nascent resistance against the 

Taliban. They gather to plot their next move against the hardline Islamist dictatorship that 

retook control in Afghanistan in August, robbing them of their hopes and dreams. 

Source: https://nation.africa/kenya/news/gender/afghan-women-defy-taliban-

3710288?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter 

 

2.  It had been six days since the two women’s rights activists were abducted. Now, Taliban 

fighters were on Masooma Hemmat’s street, searching for her. She was inside her house, 

along with another activist, when a neighbor called to warn her. When Hemmat heard the 

word “Taliban,” she hung up in fear. 

Source: https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/02/08/afghanistan-taliban-women-

protests/ 

 

3. We are extremely concerned about the safety of four women's rights activists who have 

been detained or abducted in Kabul in recent weeks in connection with women's rights 

marches. We demand that they be released immediately: 

Source: 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=28094&Lan

gID=E 

 

4. Since the Taliban took power in August, there have been over 1000 extrajudicial killings 

in Afghanistan. There are almost 500 retired ANDSF officers on the list. Taliban 

assassinate not only journalists, doctors, and human rights activists, but also local 

shopkeepers and businesses. 

Source: https://twitter.com/afghanpolymath/status/1491103659887071232 

Promotion of radicalism in Pakistan: HR violations of minorities in Pakistan: Steps taken 

in the world against Pakistan’s radicalism 

1. In Sindh province, Pakistan, a Hindu instructor was sentenced to life in jail on 

blasphemy allegations. According to reports, Nautan Lal has been in custody as an 

under-trial since 2019 on charges of making blasphemous remarks. 

Source: https://www.hindustantimes.com/videos/world-news/watch-pakistan-hindu-

teacher-sentenced-to-life-imprisonment-for-blasphemy-101644391986191.html 

 

2. The Supreme Court of Pakistan has dismissed a petition by religious minorities seeking 

more seats in national and provincial legislatures. 

Source: https://www.ucanews.com/news/pakistans-top-court-rejects-petition-to-

increase-minority-seats/96034 
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3. Christians in Swat Kyber Pahtunkhwa are not allowed to bury their dead in the local 

cemetery, which is at the height of Pakistan's religious persecution of minorities. They 

are compelled to demonstrate in order to have the right to bury their loved ones. This is 

a flagrant infringement of human rights. 

Source: https://twitter.com/SaveMinorities_/status/1490563850525376518 

 

4. Pastor William Siraj, a former schoolteacher and priest at a church in Peshawar's 

Chamkani neighbourhood, was returning after a church service with his friend and 

colleague Reverend Patrick Naeem on January 30th. Sadly, he was never able to return 

home. Pastor Siraj and Reverend Naeem, as well as a third passenger, were ambushed 

in their car by two unidentified gunmen riding a motorcycle who opened fire on their 

vehicle. Both men were shot and transferred to the Lady Reading Hospital, but Pastor 

Siraj died shortly after arriving. The third passenger did not sustain any injuries. 

Source: https://www.sightmagazine.com.au/23649-essay-the-killing-of-pastor-

william-siraj-reminds-us-that-pakistan-must-do-much-more-to-protect-its-religious-

minorities 

 

5. For decades, Pakistan has been a dangerous place for religious minorities, and we 

recently witnessed another attack on Pakistan's persecuted Christian community. 

Gunmen shot and murdered a Christian priest and injured another as they drove home 

from church in Peshawar on Sunday, January 30. "Two attackers on a motorcycle 

opened fire on the car on the city's ring-road, killing Pastor William Siraj 

instantaneously," according to Reuters. No one claimed credit for the shooting in a city 

right away. "We demand justice and protection of Christians from the Government of 

Pakistan," Azad Marshall, the Church of Pakistan's most senior bishop, tweeted in 

response to the attack. 

Source: http://new-pakistan.com/2022/01/30/killing-of-priest-reaffirms-pakistans-

status-as-unsafe-for-minorities/ 

 

6. Baloch people in Pakistan are subjected to the most severe persecution and 

disappearances. Since 2011, at least 936 dead remains have been discovered in 

Balochistan, according to the Federal Ministry of Human Rights. The majority of them 

were dumped in the Quetta, Qalat, Khuzdar, and Makran regions. 

Source: https://twitter.com/TariqLambam/status/1491329164150194176 

Positive stories on steps taken against radical Islam 

 

1. Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), a Syrian armed organisation linked to al-Qaeda, has 

denied knowing that the Islamic State's (IS) leader, who was killed in a US operation 

last week, lived in a territory controlled by it. On Thursday, Abu Ibrahim al-Hashimi 

al-Qurayshi blew himself up during a raid on his home in Idlib, Syria's northwest area, 

which is largely controlled by HTS, an IS adversary. "We were not aware of such an 

operation prior to it taking place," HTS stated in a statement on Sunday, adding that it 

didn't know "the identities of the people" of the residence targeted by US special forces. 
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Source: https://www.gfatf.org/archives/hayat-tahrir-al-sham-terrorist-group-denies-it-

knew-of-us-strike-against-islamic-state-leader-al-qurayshi/ 

 

2. Rwandan and Mozambican security forces launched coordinated operations in the 

general regions of Pundanhar and Nhica do Ruvuma during the last two days to clear 

out remnants of the Islamic State-linked insurgency in northern Mozambique. Palma 

District is home to the two remote places. The Mozambican Armed Forces (FADM) 

and Rwanda Security Forces (RSF) secured the general region of Nihca de Rovuma and 

Pundanhar, west of Palma District, 55 kilometres from Palma town, according to a 

statement from the Ministry of Defence. 

Source: https://www.newtimes.co.rw/news/cabo-delgado-rwandan-mozambican-

forces-flush-terrorist-remnants-out-palma-district 

 

3. Last week, during combined operations between the French-led Takuba task force and 

Malian soldiers, at least 30 Islamist extremists were killed and dozens of vehicles and 

weapons were destroyed, according to a statement released by the French Army 

Ministry on Tuesday. 

Source: https://www.france24.com/en/africa/20220208-at-least-30-islamist-militants-

killed-in-mali-in-joint-operations-says-france?ref=tw 

 

4. Israel’s security forces said on Wednesday they killed three Palestinians who were 

allegedly involved in recent shooting attacks against Israelis. 

Source: http://all4given.org/israeli-forces-kill-3-palestinian-suspects-in-

counterterrorism-raid/ 

 

5. The conference, which is back this year after a two-year break due to the pandemic, 

will take place at the Crowne Plaza, Nottingham, on 22nd February. It features a 

number of industry speakers from the bar, hotel, and drinks industries, as well as law 

enforcement. Emma McClarkin, chief executive of the British Beer & Pub Association, 

will speak, as will Chief Constable Craig Guildford of Nottinghamshire Police, 

Drinkaware's Adam Jones, director of business development and partnerships, and 

Danielle Richards, Nottinghamshire Police's counter-terrorism security advisor. 

Source: https://beertoday.co.uk/2022/02/09/pubwatch-conference/ 

 

6. The emergence of far-right extremism in Victoria and the threat it poses to multicultural 

communities will be formally investigated by the state's parliament. The state 

legislature accepted a resolution for the investigation on Wednesday, following the 

recent public appearance of extremist and neo-Nazi groups. Last year, far-right 

extremists infiltrated anti-vaccine, government, and pandemic power protests in 

Melbourne, researchers say, capitalising on pockets of community resentment and 

concern about COVID-19. 

Source: https://www.sbs.com.au/news/victoria-s-parliament-to-investigate-the-rise-of-

far-right-extremism-in-the-state/3b7d2409-2a40-4f79-96b2-c4f32542a1f2 

 

7. In an operation in Antwerp on Tuesday, Belgian police arrested 13 suspected members 

of an Islamist terror group. The suspects were arrested for spreading jihadist 
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propaganda on social media, though police said it was unclear if they had made concrete 

plans to carry out an attack. During the raid, approximately 100 police officers were 

stationed at 13 different addresses. 

Source: https://www.gfatf.org/archives/belgian-anti-terror-police-make-thirteen-

arrests-in-antwerp/ 

 

8. The November 2015 shooting and bombing attacks in France's capital were the 

deadliest in the country since World War II. Terrorists detonated suicide vests and shot 

people in Paris, killing 130 people and injuring over 400 others. Salah Abdeslam, the 

main suspect in a series of coordinated attacks in Paris in November 2015, told a court 

that he supported and loved the Islamic State terrorist organisation. 

Source: https://www.gfatf.org/archives/salah-abdeslam-i-support-islamic-state-and-i-

love-them/ 

 

9. The National Investigation Agency has apprehended an Al-Qaeda operative in 

connection with a bomb-bombing plot in poll-bound Uttar Pradesh. Towheed Ahmad 

Shah, the operative, is a resident of Badgam, Jammu and Kashmir. The Uttar Pradesh 

ATS initially filed the case against Shah, who was involved in a plot to recruit members 

of Al-Qaeda affiliate AGH (Ansaar Gajwatul Hind) to commit terrorist acts in 

Lucknow. 

Source: https://www.gfatf.org/archives/national-investigation-agency-detained-al-

qaeda-terrorist-who-planned-blast-in-poll-bound-uttar-pradesh/ 

 

10. German security forces are bracing for the possibility of European extremists travelling 

to Afghanistan to fight or train with Al Qaeda. The return of the Taliban to power, 

according to Bruno Kahl, the head of Germany's foreign intelligence agency, has made 

Afghanistan a potential hotspot for extremists from around the world. In a speech in 

London, he also expressed concern that ISIS-K, an enemy of the Taliban that has 

committed a series of atrocities in the country, could inspire attacks in Europe. 

Source: https://www.gfatf.org/archives/german-intelligence-on-alert-for-terrorists-

travelling-to-afghanistan/ 

 

11. The Russian Ministry of Defense has issued a warning that terrorist leaders intend to 

carry out terrorist operations in Syria. Rear Admiral Oleg Zhuravlev, Deputy 

Commander of the Russian Coordination Center in Hmeimim, said in a statement that 

information received by the centre indicates that leaders of terrorist organisations are 

planning terrorist attacks in Syria against "employees and facilities." 

Source: https://www.gfatf.org/archives/terrorist-organizations-leaders-plan-to-carry-

out-terror-attacks-in-syria/ 

 

12. Following the death of Abu Ibrahim al-Hashimi al-Qurayshi during a US special forces 

raid last week, ISIS has begun selecting its new leader from a close circle of battle-

hardened Iraqi jihadists. Security officials and independent analysts believe there are 

four frontrunners for the terrorist organization's leadership, including one extremist 

declared dead by the White House last year. ISIS suffered another crushing blow with 
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the death of Qurayshi, 45, two years after the violent Sunni Muslim group lost long-

time leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi in a similar raid in 2019. 

Source: https://www.gfatf.org/archives/islamic-state-terrorist-group-has-begun-

choosing-its-new-leader-following-us-army-raid-last-week/ 

 

13. On Wednesday, security forces detained at least six foreign nationals suspected of 

having ties to the Daesh terrorist group in Turkey's southern Adana 

province. Counterterrorism squads raided the specified addresses as part of a larger 

investigation into the terrorist group, according to Anadolu Agency (AA). The suspects 

were taken to the police station following routine medical checks, according to the 

report. Turkey was one of the first countries to declare Daesh a terrorist organisation in 

2013. 

Source: https://www.gfatf.org/archives/turkish-authorities-detained-six-islamic-state-

linked-foreign-nationals-in-anti-terror-operations/ 

 

14. The Ghanaian national is one of 30 foreigners detained recently by security officials as 

members of the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant – Libya (ISIL-Libya). Eritrea, 

Kenya, Mali, Nigeria, Niger, Senegal, and Sudan were among the other foreigners. 

Source: https://www.gfatf.org/archives/one-ghanaian-national-among-arrested-

islamic-state-libya-terrorists/ 

 

15. America's Middle Eastern allies have praised the Biden administration for the 

audacious U.S. special forces raid in northern Syria last week, which resulted in the top 

leader of ISIS being "taken off the battlefield." However, as leaders and experts warn 

that ISIS is attempting to rebuild and that decapitating the group will not stop it for 

long, there are mounting allegations that a critical U.S. ally in the region is allowing 

ISIS to thrive. 

Source: https://www.gfatf.org/archives/americas-allies-in-syria-accuse-turkey-of-

giving-islamic-state-terrorists-safe-zone/ 
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