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Taliban’s extremist implementation of sharia law 

1. Many Afghan women in Kabul have demonstrated against a Taliban advertising 

campaign pushing women to cover up with a burqa or hijab. Earlier this month, the 

Afghan Ministry for the Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice hung posters in 

Kabul cafes and businesses encouraging women to wear the burqa, a full-body covering 

that also conceals the face. It did not issue a formal direction in this regard. 

Source: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/1/26/holdafghan-women-denounce-

talibans-burqa-campaign 

 

2. Following the Taliban's return to power, many influential Afghan women have been 

forced to flee their country to become poor patriots, but they are determined to continue 

the struggle for women's rights in their country. 

Source: https://twitter.com/Qaumi_Awaz/status/1485434678995820549 

 

3. The Taliban have been attempting to create a more moderate image to the rest of the 

world since gaining control of Afghanistan in August 2021. In order to receive financial 

aid and worldwide recognition, they claim to have transformed. This approach, 

however, does not appear to reflect reality on the ground, where Sharia law is gradually 

infiltrating Afghans' daily life. Nonetheless, some business owners and women are 

attempting to overturn the new regulations. 

Source: https://www.france24.com/en/tv-shows/focus/20220126-in-taliban-ruled-

afghanistan-some-resist-sharia-law 

 

4. According to a new poll, the lives of LGBTQ+ persons in Afghanistan have deteriorated 

dramatically under Taliban control. Since the Taliban took power, there have been 

reports of gang rape, brutality, and death threats, according to the poll. The report is 43 

pages long and is captioned "We'll find you even if you take to the skies': Following 

the Taliban's takeover of Afghanistan, LGBT people in the country have faced a number 

of challenges "Since August 2021, Human Rights Watch (HRW) and OutRight Action 

International have documented nearly 60 incidents of targeted violence against 

LGBTQ+ people, with many people describing how their lives were ruined by Taliban 

rule. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/south-asia/taliban-destroying-lives-of-lgbtq-

people-in-afghanistan-report-447765 

 

5. Afghan women’s rights activist submitted demands to the Taliban delegates visiting 

Norway and called for the release of two female activists who disappeared last week. 

Source: https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/afghan-womens-rights-activists-

submit-demands-to-taliban-delegates-in-norway20220126175124/ 
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6. The future of Afghanistan's women has been in jeopardy since the Taliban gained 

control of the country last year. Numerous girls are denied an education, and women 

are forbidden from occupying many positions. Jane Ferguson, a special journalist for 

CNN, met with a female doctor in Kabul in 2019, and she recently returned to discover 

that same doctor facing an unthinkable option. 

Source: https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/many-afghan-women-forced-to-quit-

careers-country-in-hopes-of-better-life-for-their-kidstaliban-takeover 

Promotion of radicalism in Pakistan: HR violations of minorities in Pakistan: Steps taken 

in the world against Pakistan’s radicalism 

1. The National Commission for Human Rights (NCHR) has begun a campaign to raise 

awareness about Christian sanitation workers' prejudice. 

Source: https://twitter.com/VishalSehgal4U/status/1486288562891141120 

 

2. In Pakistan, minorities such as Hindus and Baloch are persecuted. Minorities are always 

treated inhumanely by the Pakistan army and police. In Pakistan, being a minority is a 

crime. 

Source: https://twitter.com/PDeshmukhi/status/1485224319341174786 

 

3. Islamist radicals demolished Hinglaj Mata Mandir in Khatri Mohalla, Teh Mithi, 

Tharparker district of Sindh province, in yet another attack on Hindu temples in 

Pakistan. This is the 11th attack on Hindu shrines in Pakistan in the last 22 months. 

Source: https://www.newsbharati.com/Encyc/2022/1/26/Pak-radicals-destroy-Sindh-s-

Hinglaj-Mata-Mandir-Hindu.html 

 

4. Despite the fact that the draught act for an independent and autonomous organisation 

has been submitted for a year, non-Muslim members of the National Commission for 

Minorities (NCM) are still waiting for approval. "From the beginning, our main concern 

has been how independent, powerful, and autonomous the commission is. Albert David, 

a Christian member of the NCM, told Kross Konnection, "We all seek legitimacy and 

constitutional support through an act of parliament." "If passed by the legislature, this 

commission will be on par with the National Commission on Human Rights, the 

National Commission on Women's Status, and the National Commission for the 

Protection of Children's Rights." It will perform better. Currently, the federal cabinet 

has sole authority over the nomination of NCM members," he noted. 

Source: https://krosskonnection.pk/2022/01/national-commission-for-minorities-

struggles-for-legitimacy/ 

 

5. Since independence, 1,415 charges and cases of blasphemy have resulted in the deaths 

of 89 individuals, according to a think-tank. According to a research by the Centre for 

Research and Security Studies (CRSS), 18 women and 71 men were extrajudicially 

executed over blasphemy accusations from 1947 to 2021. There were 107 women and 

1,308 men named in the charges. Between 2011 and 21, a total of 1,287 citizens were 
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accused with blasphemy. "The true figure is believed to be higher because not all 

blasphemy cases are published in the news," according to the report, which also stated 

that Punjab was home to more than 70% of the accused. 

Source: https://www.dawn.com/news/1671491/89-citizens-killed-over-blasphemy-

allegations-since-1947-report 

 

6. A 70-year-old Ahmadi man who was on trial for blasphemy died in Bahawalpur Jail 

due to alleged mistreatment despite his ill health, as he awaited his bail hearing 

scheduled for later this year. 

Source: https://www.thefridaytimes.com/70-year-old-blasphemy-accused-ahmadi-

man-dies-in-jail-while-awaiting-bail-hearing/ 

Positive stories on steps taken against radical Islam 

1. Reports that the European Union is contemplating a joint bid with Egypt to chair an 

international counterterrorism agency have alarmed human rights groups, who point to 

extensive violations and the crackdown on opposition activists and politicians in the 

North African country. According to its website, officials in Brussels approved the EU-

Egypt bid to co-chair the Global Counterterrorism Forum (GCTF), an organisation with 

30 member countries that works closely with the UN "to reduce terrorist recruitment 

and increase countries' civilian capabilities for dealing with terrorist threats." 

Source: https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/egypt-eu-joint-counter-terrorism-

human-rights-campaigners-slam 

 

2. Egypt and the European Union (EU) will co-chair the Coordinating Committee meeting 

of the Global Counterterrorism Forum (GCTF) in March 2022. This is in line with 

Egypt's desire to contribute to the international community's efforts to combat 

terrorism. Egypt has been co-chairing the Capacity-Building Working Group for the 

East African Region with the EU since 2017 as part of the forum. 

Source: https://dailynewsegypt.com/2022/01/23/cairo-to-co-chair-global-

counterterrorism-forums-coordination-meeting/ 

 

3. Two men have been arrested in Manchester as part of the investigation into British 

hostage-taker Malik Faisal Akram's attack on a Texas synagogue. After a 10-hour 

standoff, the FBI entered the Congregation Beth Israel synagogue in Colleyville on 

January 15 and shot Akram, who was originally from Blackburn in Lancashire. 

Source: https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10442917/Counter-Terrorism-

police-arrest-two-men-Manchester.html 

 

4. In its first year, a UAE task force set up to catch money launderers and criminals 

supporting terrorism announced it had collected more than Dh2 billion in illicit 

finances. UAE officials confiscated Dh2.33 billion as part of an intensified crackdown 

on financial crime, according to the Executive Office of Anti-Money Laundering and 

Counter Terrorism Financing, which was founded in February. The massive collection 

included Dh1.1 billion in money laundering proceeds and Dh300 million in 
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consequences of international crime. The unit stated it had gathered Dh286 million in 

cash and another Dh15 million in gold and other precious metals. 

Source: https://www.thenationalnews.com/uae/government/2022/01/26/anti-money-

laundering-and-terrorism-financing-unit-says-uae-seized-dh23bn-in-2021/ 

 

5. According to Kazinform, the city antiterrorism operations headquarters declared the 

implementation of a counterterrorism operation regime in Almaty's Turksib region. It 

will be in effect from 00:00 January 26 to 00:00 January 27 of this year. Five leaders 

and members of the organised crime group were apprehended as a result of the armed 

assault on state agencies and commercial facilities in Almaty on January 4-6. 

Source: https://www.inform.kz/en/counterterrorism-operation-regime-in-place-in-

turksib-region-in-almaty_a3891003 

 

6. Two additional people have been arrested in connection with the terrorist attack on a 

Texas synagogue. Two additional people have been arrested in connection with the 

terrorist attack on a Texas synagogue. Two further arrests have been made by officers 

investigating a hostage situation in Texas in which a man from Blackburn was killed. 

Two guys were apprehended by anti-terror police in Manchester early Wednesday 

morning. Both guys are being held in prison pending further investigation. The number 

of people detained in connection with the event has now risen to six. 

Source: https://uk.news.yahoo.com/two-more-arrested-over-texas-

085849697.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly9uZXdzLmdvb2dsZS5

jb20v&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAINoyDsqJQt_5FS_JhcBJW1ErQKwsGuEKOFmt

NUhmCr7f_9lJQJlY92r-

kWGcnIpAoxulyQ_iozlq8fIOL3URlToihXSEJv0HauTkczEr08j4rBDqjqg-

RUA8L2YdJW6NBqvYNU407y-piToahsgxxkuVlp2d8s7_PfbQMnw8KCu 

 

7. According to Kazinform, the city of Nur-counter-terrorism Sultan's control 

headquarters states that the situation in the city has stabilised and that the work of force 

units has returned to normal. The «high orange» terrorism threat level in the Kazakh 

capital, Nur-Sultan, will be lifted on January 27 at 00:00 a.m., according to a statement 

from the headquarters. 

Source: https://www.inform.kz/en/nur-sultan-city-to-lift-high-orange-terrorism-threat-

level_a3891158 

 

8. During their talks in the Southeast Asian country on Wednesday, senior defence 

officials from South Korea and Singapore agreed to strengthen cooperation in 

cybersecurity, counterterrorism, and other military-related sectors, authorities said. 

According to Seoul's defence ministry, the two nations' strategic defence dialogue 

meeting in Singapore was led by Deputy Defense Minister Kim Man-ki and his 

Singaporean counterpart, Teo Eng Dih, as the countries strive to step up collaborative 

efforts to strengthen defence cooperation and exchanges. 

Source: https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20220126012800325?input=tw 

9. Another 250 militants have surrendered to Kurdish-led forces in Syria as they strive to 

liberate the last part of a prison taken by the Islamic State (IS). As Syrian Democratic 

Forces (SDF) commandos rushed into the facility in the north-eastern city of Hasaka 
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on Monday, at least 300 people surrendered. Several hundred youngsters, as well as 

guards held as hostages, are believed to be still trapped within. Last Thursday, IS 

launched an attack on the jail in an attempt to organise a mass breakout. 

Source: https://www.gfatf.org/archives/islamic-state-terrorists-surrender-as-kurdish-

led-forces-surround-syria-prison/ 

 

10. An official revealed on Tuesday that the Nigerian military killed a large number of 

Daesh/ISIS terrorists during an operation in the country's northeast. The operation was 

carried out in Borno state against Daesh/ISIS in West Africa Province (ISWAP) using 

"A-29 Super Tucano" aircraft acquired from the United States, according to Nigerian 

Air Force spokesman Air Commodore Edward Gabkwet. During the operation, 

numerous terrorists were neutralised, including Mallam Ari, the so-called primary 

leader of ISWAP, according to Gabkwet. In 2016, a gang of terrorists broke away from 

Boko Haram and pledged allegiance to Daesh/ISIS. Since then, the two factions have 

been at odds, with each carrying out terrorist acts throughout the vast northeast of the 

country. 

Source: https://www.gfatf.org/archives/nigerian-forces-neutralized-islamic-state-

terrorists-in-military-operation/ 

 

11. According to Twitter's new transparency report, 44,974 individual accounts were 

terminated in the first six months of 2021 for advocating terrorism or violent 

organisations. According to the report, 93 percent of those accounts were "proactively 

identified and actioned." In 2012, Twitter began releasing so-called transparency 

reports, which provide information on key aspects of the network. This latest update 

covered the period from January 1, 2021, to June 30, 2021, and included millions of 

tweet deletions. 

Source: https://www.gfatf.org/archives/twitter-suspended-44k-accounts-for-

promoting-terrorism-in-the-first-half-of-2021/ 

 

12. Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi praised the country's "excellent progress" in 

combating terrorism. Egypt's ultimate goal, he stated, is to ensure the country's survival, 

security, and residents' protection. Sisi was addressing at the Police Academy in New 

Cairo during the 70th Police Day celebrations, which also marked the 11th anniversary 

of the January Revolution that overthrew previous President Hosni Mubarak. The 

Ismailiyah Battle, which took place in 1952 when Egyptian police officers refused to 

hand over their guns to the British occupation and vacate the Ismailiyah governorate 

building, is commemorated on Police Day. 

Source: https://www.gfatf.org/archives/egyptian-president-al-sisi-underlines-the-

great-achievement-in-eliminating-terrorism/ 

 

13. According to a recently leaked document, the European Union (EU) may be poised to 

propose a joint candidacy with Egypt to co-lead the Global Counter-Terrorism Forum, 

a multilateral platform with far-reaching influence on global counterterrorism strategy. 

Given Egypt's heinous history of human rights atrocities in the name of counter-

terrorism, the EU should reconsider its decision. Egypt has been a human rights black 

hole since President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi took power in 2013. Security forces have 

https://www.gfatf.org/archives/islamic-state-terrorists-surrender-as-kurdish-led-forces-surround-syria-prison/
https://www.gfatf.org/archives/islamic-state-terrorists-surrender-as-kurdish-led-forces-surround-syria-prison/
https://www.gfatf.org/archives/nigerian-forces-neutralized-islamic-state-terrorists-in-military-operation/
https://www.gfatf.org/archives/nigerian-forces-neutralized-islamic-state-terrorists-in-military-operation/
https://www.gfatf.org/archives/twitter-suspended-44k-accounts-for-promoting-terrorism-in-the-first-half-of-2021/
https://www.gfatf.org/archives/twitter-suspended-44k-accounts-for-promoting-terrorism-in-the-first-half-of-2021/
https://www.gfatf.org/archives/egyptian-president-al-sisi-underlines-the-great-achievement-in-eliminating-terrorism/
https://www.gfatf.org/archives/egyptian-president-al-sisi-underlines-the-great-achievement-in-eliminating-terrorism/


27th January 2022 

brutally suppressed civil society and perpetrated atrocities against human rights 

advocates, journalists, attorneys, protestors, opposition politicians, entrepreneurs, and 

activists' families, frequently labelling them "terrorists" without evidence. 

Source: https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/01/25/eu-egypt-bid-lead-global-

counterterrorism-body-affront-rights 
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