
3rd February 2022 

DAILY TRACKER 

Taliban’s extremist implementation of sharia law 

1. When the Taliban ruled Afghanistan, music was outlawed, and the hardline group's leadership continues to oppose its usage for 

amusement. Taliban officials have ordered local media stations in Afghanistan's eastern Khost province to stop broadcasting music 

and entertainment events including "women's voices," and to adhere to a "Islamic framework" in all broadcasts. 

SOURCE: https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/taliban-ban-music-afghanistans-eastern-province  

 

2. Doctor Malalai Faizi has been appointed as the director of a maternity hospital in Kabul by the Taliban government, marking the first 

time a woman has been appointed as the head of an Afghan public institution under the Islamist regime. Faizi's appointment would 

have been inconceivable during the previous Taliban rule, which was defined by a severe application of Islamic law, including public 

punishments and the confinement of women to their homes, from 1996 to 2001.  

SOURCE: https://7news.com.au/politics/taliban-appoint-woman-as-hospital-director-c-5531046  

 

3. According to the leader of an Afghan house church group, Afghan Christians who did not flee when their country fell to the Taliban 

in August live in perpetual isolation and worry that the fundamentalist Islamic administration, and essentially the entire society, is 

out to persecute them. Despite the fact that early Christianity reached what is now Afghanistan, the faith has no historical 

organisational presence in Afghanistan and has been treated harshly by the country's strict Islamic laws. 

SOURCE: https://baptistnews.com/article/the-few-remaining-christians-in-afghanistan-live-in-constant-fear-even-of-their-own-

families/#.YfpbsepBztQ  

 

4. Taliban fighters will no longer be allowed to carry guns in amusement parks in Afghanistan, according to the group's spokesman, in 

what looked to be yet another move by the country's new rulers to soften their image in accordance with Islamic regulations. Weapons, 

military outfits, and vehicles are prohibited from being brought into amusement parks by Mujahideen of the Islamic Emirate 

"Zabihullah Mujahid, the Taliban's main spokesman, announced on Twitter"They are required to follow all amusement park rules 

and regulations." 

SOURCE: https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/law-order/1906811-sc-grants-bail-to-one-accused-in-paddy-scam-case  

 

5. The Taliban have stated that they are not opposed to women receiving an education, but that courses should be separated and the 

curriculum should be based on Islamic values. Malik Samadi, a 23-year-old mathematics student, claimed, "We were assured that 

the classes will be held according to Sharia law.""I hope they preserve all of the courses since they are necessary for society." On 
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their way back to class, the majority of students declined to share their comments, with some claiming that officials had instructed 

them not to speak to the press. Journalists were barred from attending the Laghman campus and other provinces' institutions. 

SOURCE: https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20220202-afghan-universities-reopen-with-trickle-of-women-attending-1  

Promotion of radicalism in Pakistan: HR violations of minorities in Pakistan : Steps taken in the world against Pakistan’s radicalism  

1. A human rights organisation in Pakistan has begun a campaign to raise awareness about discriminatory adverts for sanitary worker 

recruitment. The National Commission for Human Rights (NCHR) campaign, which began on January 25 in Islamabad, criticises adverts 

for sanitation workers and other low-paying, menial jobs that require non-Muslim applicants. 

SOURCE: https://barnabasfund.org/news/pakistani-human-rights-group-calls-for-end-to-discrimination-against-rel/  

 

2. Pakistan's Human Rights Commission condemned the killing and requested immediate action to protect minorities, including an 

investigation and prosecution of those who perpetrated violence against religious minorities. 

SOURCE: https://gulfnews.com/world/asia/pakistan/pakistan-religious-scholars-show-solidarity-with-christian-community-after-

priests-killing-1.85352761  

 

3. The fact that Pakistan's many religious sects are vulnerable is a decades-old storey. There have been a number of attacks against members 

of religious minority groups in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in recent years. The usage of the blasphemy law is also on the rise. All rhetoric of 

harmony will be meaningless if religious minority are constantly threatened and their right to life and security is jeopardised. The 

government must take substantial measures to de-radicalize society. 

SOURCE: https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/930038-targeting-minorities  

 

4. On Monday, an unidentified assailant shot and killed a Hindu businessman in Pakistan's Sindh region. This is the most recent episode 

of atrocities against Pakistan's minority communities. Unidentified assailants shot and killed Sunil Kumar in Anaj Mandi, Sindh 

province.  

SOURCE: https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/hindu-businessman-shot-dead-in-pakistan-sindh-province-1907522-2022-02-02  

 

5. Pakistani politicians are well-known for their incapacity to take principled positions. Most of them have no allegiance to any leader or 

political party and are unconcerned about deeply held beliefs. Most elected officials in Pakistan, as Pakistanis are well aware, can sell 

their votes and alter their allegiances at any time. Local Actions, Local Voices, and Countering Violent Extremism in Pakistan Anita 

Weiss of the University of Oregon has documented how, at the lowest levels of society, there have been several expressions of resistance 
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to the Taliban's attempt to impose its ideals on others in recent years. The puritan mullahs in their midst were mocked by Pashto poets 

and Sindhi singers. 

SOURCE: https://www.thestatesman.com/opinion/resistance-part-life-pakistan-1503043159.html  

 

6. According to a report produced by the Council of Pakistan Newspaper Editors, the escalating attempts to suppress the media and negate 

the right to access information are alarming. Shehbaz Sharif, the President of the Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N), took a shot 

at Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan, describing the media article as "yet another charge sheet against the Imran Khan government." 

"The report of the Council of Pakistan Newspaper Editors (CPNE) is another charge sheet against the PTI administration," Sharif added. 

Such reports may have an impact on Pakistan's GSP Plus status and foreign investment possibilities.""The study is a witness to this 

government's authoritarianism," he continued. 

SOURCE: https://www.newindianexpress.com/world/2022/feb/02/state-of-pakistani-media-worsened-in-2021-report-2414372.html  

 

7. "With the Taliban in power in Afghanistan, there is little question that support for religious parties would grow in Pakistan," said political 

expert Nazrul Islam. Terrorist organisations in Pakistan, particularly the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), the Pakistani branch of the 

Afghan Taliban, have carried out a number of attacks against Pakistani security forces, killing dozens of people. In Pakistan, religious 

parties do not have a large electoral base. Religious hardliners such as the Tehreek-e-Labaik Pakistan (TLP), as well as other prominent 

religious political groups such as the Jamiat Ulema Islam-Fazl (JUI-F), have stated openly that they will work to establish an Islamic 

state in Pakistan based on Shariah Law, similar to what exists in Taliban-controlled Afghanistan. 

SOURCE: https://theshillongtimes.com/2022/02/02/taliban-takeover-in-afghanistan-augments-insurgency-in-pakistan/  

 

8. An imprisoned lady known as "Lady al-Qaida" encouraged a hostage-taking at a Texas synagogue three weeks ago. An American lady 

was in court this week on charges of training other women for the Islamic State and plotting bomb strikes. Experts say international 

terrorism indictments against women are extremely unusual since misogynistic organisations like al-Qaida, the Islamic State of Iraq and 

Syria, or ISIS, and allied groups in Pakistan, Afghanistan, and elsewhere are dominated by men. Allison Fluke-Ekren, a woman reported 

to occupy a high role in ISIS, is a rarity, according to analysts. 

SOURCE: https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2022/02/02/allison-fluke-ekren-women-terror-groups/9288661002/?gnt-cfr=1  

 

Positive stories on steps taken against radical Islam 

1. The Australian government has pledged further funds to combat the spread of violent extremism. Karen Andrews, the Minister for 

Home Affairs, announced a funding hike for counter-violent extremism (CVE) programmes of 61.7 million Australian dollars (43.9 
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million US dollars) on Wednesday. The extra cash, according to Andrews, will assist Australian law enforcement authorities in 

responding to rising terrorist threats.  

SOURCE: http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/asiapacific/20220202/e83bab56129f404cb102d1c7628d274f/c.html  

 

2. People who talked shared their own experiences with radicalism. On video conference calls, black leaders are being interrupted, a 

historic black church is being threatened with bombs, and more. Interfaith Alliance of Iowa Executive Director Connie Ryan said 

they hope people think about watching out for radicalism. "We have to speak up at all times." Every time there is fanaticism, we must 

speak up. We must make use of our voices. We must individually use our power and privilege in our own unique ways. If we don't, 

we'll give that authority to that extremist voice," Ryan explained. The Iowa Interfaith Alliance also issued a statement calling for an 

end to extremism in the state. More than 500 Iowans signed a petition in support of the bill.  

SOURCE: https://www.kcrg.com/2022/02/01/interfaith-alliance-iowa-calling-stop-extremism-iowa/  

 

3. Burkina Faso has been caught in a vicious cycle of violent extremism driven by jihadist groups operating in the area. Extremism that 

persists erodes democracy and undermines the rule of law and justice. Local conflicts over power and resources, particularly if 

exclusion is a big issue, could be exploited by domestic political actors to incite violence. During election season, criminal groups 

and militias are very active, either as opportunists committing crimes or as agents of politicians. To avoid violence before, during, 

and after the elections, an inclusive approach to leadership and governance, particularly at the devolved level, is vital. 

SOURCE: https://www.kbc.co.ke/how-violent-extremism-can-undermine-state-and-social-institutions/  

 

4. On Wednesday, the House Homeland Security Committee will convene a hearing to investigate the impact of social media and 

misinformation on radicalization and extremism. 

SOURCE: https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/watch-live-homeland-security-hearing-on-role-of-digital-media-on-

radicalization-and-extremism  

 

5. If North Macedonia and the rest of the Western Balkans are to win the fight against terrorism and extremism, they must work with 

international institutions like Europol. Europol has operational and working agreements with all Western Balkan nations and regularly 

communicates information on counter-terrorism threats, mostly through its European Counter-Terrorism Center, ECTC. 

SOURCE: https://balkaninsight.com/2022/02/02/north-macedonia-its-balkan-neighbours-cant-fight-terrorism-alone/  

 

6. At connection with the ISIS terrorist Kerala module case, the National Investigation Agency (NIA) filed a chargesheet in the NIA 

special court in Bengaluru against eight people, including Deepthi Marla aka Mariyam. They were active in radicalization, 
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recruitment, terror fund organisation, and grooming like-minded naïve Muslim youth to join ISIS through various social media 

platforms.  

SOURCE: https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/bangalore/nia-files-chargesheet-against-8-suspects-in-kerala-isis-module-

case/article38364670.ece  

 

7. During an operation in Balochistan's Bolan district, the Counter Terrorism Department (CTD) arrested a terrorist from a banned 

organisation. During an operation in the Bolan area of Balochistan, CTD foiled a terrorism plot. CTD has detained Muhammad 

Ghous, a terrorist from the proscribed Baloch Liberation Army, during an intelligence-based operation, according to the 

spokesperson. According to the details, the apprehended terrorist was on his way from Harnai to Bolan's Mach area, where he planned 

to carry out some terrorism.  

SOURCE: https://dunyanews.tv/en/Crime/639377-CTD-arrests-terrorist-of-banned-organization-in-Bolan  

 

8. Dr. Waleed Alhosani, Advisor to His Excellency the Governor of the CBUAE and Advisor to the NAMLCFTC, has been named as 

the first Emirati trainer in combating money laundering, terrorism financing, and proliferation finance by the FATF. "Dr. Alhosani's 

accreditation as the first Emirati international trainer, as well as the benefit that FATF will derive from his expertise and competence, 

demonstrates our commitment to growing our national cadres and their skills and expertise on a global scale." The new appointment 

represents our efforts to combat financial crimes in accordance with the national policy to combat money laundering and terrorist 

funding."  

SOURCE: https://www.zawya.com/mena/en/press-

releases/story/The_first_Emirati_trainer_for_combatting_money_laundering_the_financing_of_terrorism_and_proliferation-

ZAWYA20220202090423/  

 

9. The Trojan Horse scandal, according to critics, wreaked havoc on community relations in the United Kingdom and fueled 

Islamophobia to new heights. In 2015, the government unveiled a new counter-extremism plan, requiring educational and health 

institutions to give "due consideration to the need to prevent people from becoming lured into terrorism." Under the title "Evidence 

of radicalism in our institutions," it notably mentioned the Trojan Horse scandal. 

SOURCE: https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/uk-trojan-horse-affair-explained  

 

10.  The Morrison Government is investing an additional $61.7 million in Australia's counter-violent extremism (CVE) programmes, 

virtually tripling the overall investment in CVE since such initiatives began in 2013. This will protect Australians safe from a wide 

range of violent extremist beliefs. Minister for Home Affairs Karen Andrews stated that the government's counter-extremism 
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programmes had produced positive results, but that these programmes needed to adapt to shifting extremist ideologies, techniques, 

and narratives. 

SOURCE: https://www.miragenews.com/significant-new-investment-to-counter-all-forms-716767/  

 

11.  The Centre has increased the budget for the Intelligence Bureau (IB) by 13.43 per cent, with an allocation of Rs 3,168.36 crore, in 

response to threats from Pakistan-based terrorists, Afghan Mujahideen, insurgency in the Northeast states, and Left Wing Extremism 

(LWE). The government has raised its budget in order to equip its intelligence wing with modern technology.  

SOURCE: https://www.sentinelassam.com/national-news/amid-growing-terror-threat-centre-enhances-intelligence-bureau-budget-

by-1342-575975  

 

12.  President Filipe Nyusi of Mozambique said on Tuesday that the government will present a package of proposals to the country's 

parliament, the Assembly of the Republic (AR), later this year, requesting a review of the country's structural laws against terrorism 

and related crimes dealing with violent extremism. Nyusi proclaimed at the opening ceremony of the 2022 Judicial Year in Maputo 

that the move will ensure an efficient response to the mounting problems and dangers. Since the initial jihadist attacks in the northern 

region of Cabo Delgado in October 2017, the jihadists have killed almost 2,000 people. The fighting has forced over 800,000 people 

to flee their homes. 

SOURCES: https://allafrica.com/stories/202202020212.html  
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