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1. The Canadian government is to invest CAD27.2 million (USD21.6 million) in Westinghouse Electric 

Canada Inc to support its next-generation eVinci microreactor. This is the third investment in small 

modular reactor (SMR) technology to be made through Innovation, Science and Economic 

Development Canada's (ISED) Strategic Innovation Fund. 

Source: https://world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Canadian-government-invests-in-third-SMR-

technolog 

 

2. The Director General of the Nigerian Nuclear Regulatory Authority (NNRA), Yau Idris, said that 

agreements had been signed with a number of other countries' regulators as plans proceed for a 

proposed four unit plant. 

Source: https://world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Nigeria-moving-ahead-on%C2%A0nuclear-power-

plant-plan 

 

3. Finnish utility Fortum Power and Heat Oy has submitted an application to the Ministry of Economic 

Affairs and Employment to operate both units 1 and 2 of its Loviisa nuclear power plant until the end 

of 2050. The current operating licences expire at the end of 2027 and 2030, respectively. 

Source: https://world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Fortum-applies-to-operate-Loviisa-until-2050 

 

4. The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) director general says consultations about an 

agreement for the safety and security of Ukraine's nuclear facilities are on-going. 

Source: https://world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/IAEA-continues-efforts-for-a-safety-framework-for 

 

5. Belgium’s government will work to extend the life of two nuclear reactors beyond their original 

shutdown date of 2025 to secure supply amid record high energy prices. The energy ministry will 

negotiate with operator Engie SA to prolong the operation of Doel 4 and Tihange 3 reactors for a 

further 10 years up until 2035, the federal government said in a statement. 

Source: https://www.bloombergquint.com/business/belgium-to-extend-life-of-nuclear-reactors-for-

another-decade 
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6. Tanzania’s ultra-modern nuclear energy laboratory, under construction since 2017, should be 

complete and open by September. Professor Lazaro Busagara, the director-general of the Tanzania 

Atomic Energy Commission (TAEC) says the TSh13 billion(5.5. billion U.S. dollar) facility will be 

used for testing and maintenance of sophisticated radiology equipment and instruments and is one of 

the most modern laboratories of its kind in Africa. 

Source: https://africa.cgtn.com/2022/03/18/tanzanias-nuclear-energy-lab-nears-completion/  

 

7. The White House held a summit yesterday on fusion, which could someday become a major source 

of carbon-free energy. Fusion is made by pressing atoms together to create heavier ones. Nuclear 

fusion is the energy process that powers stars, with a low radiation and tremendous energy output. 

Source: https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/to-help-tackle-climate-crisis-white-house-touts-

nuclear-fusion/ 

 

8. A powerful earthquake off the eastern coast of Japan did not cause any issues of safety concern at the 

three nuclear power plants in the area, including the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station, the 

country’s Nuclear Regulation Authority (NRA) told the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 

today. 

Source: https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/pressreleases/no-safety-concern-at-nuclear-power-plants-

after-powerful-earthquake-japan-informs-iaea 

 

9. U.K. Prime Minister Boris Johnson is set to meet with the nuclear industry on Monday to discuss 

how quickly plans to build new capacity can be rolled out, as the nation seeks energy self-sufficiency.  

Source: https://www.bloombergquint.com/business/u-k-s-johnson-will-meet-nuclear-industry-to-

speed-up-building 

 

 

MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

 

1. India’s Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has reached yet another significant 

milestone, a few days after it announced that a prototype of AMCA, the country’s fifth-generation 

stealth fighter aircraft, has entered the production line. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/awe-inspiring-indias-stealth-fighter-amca-gets-a-record-breaking/ 

 

2. The Biden administration is planning to approve the sale of F-15 Eagles to Egypt, a top US military 

official said. This comes despite speculation that Washington might cut military aid to Cairo due to 

https://africa.cgtn.com/2022/03/18/tanzanias-nuclear-energy-lab-nears-completion/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/to-help-tackle-climate-crisis-white-house-touts-nuclear-fusion/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/to-help-tackle-climate-crisis-white-house-touts-nuclear-fusion/
https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/pressreleases/no-safety-concern-at-nuclear-power-plants-after-powerful-earthquake-japan-informs-iaea
https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/pressreleases/no-safety-concern-at-nuclear-power-plants-after-powerful-earthquake-japan-informs-iaea
https://www.bloombergquint.com/business/u-k-s-johnson-will-meet-nuclear-industry-to-speed-up-building
https://www.bloombergquint.com/business/u-k-s-johnson-will-meet-nuclear-industry-to-speed-up-building
https://eurasiantimes.com/awe-inspiring-indias-stealth-fighter-amca-gets-a-record-breaking/


18 March  

 

concerns about Egypt’s human rights record. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/us-could-sell-its-top-egypt-as-cairo-moves-away-from-su-35-jets/ 

 

3. More than 24 hours after a missile test reportedly ended in a fiery failure over Pyongyang on 

Wednesday, North Korea had yet to say anything about the incident. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/nkorea-silent-after-reported-missile-

explosion-over-pyongyang-2022-03-17/ 

 

4. Turkey’s long-awaited indigenous main battle tank (MBT) Altay has finally received its engine from 

South Korean manufacturers. With this news, a significant impediment to the development of 

Turkey’s domestic tank is addressed. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/turkeys-long-delayed-altay-tanks-to-get-s-korean-engine/ 

 

 

 

 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 

 

 

1. Agreement on the international deal on Iran’s nuclear programme could be reached within 48 hours, a 

senior participant in talks has said. The revival of the deal first struck in 2005 would pave the way for 

the end of sanctions on Iran, allowing it to step up oil exports to Western countries seeking to halt 

their reliance on Russia for energy supplies. 

Source: https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/iran-nuclear-simon-coveney-oil-

b2039498.html 

 

2. The US is considering removing the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps’ designation as a Foreign 

Terrorist Organization, in exchange for a commitment to regional de-escalation, specifically not to 

target Americans in the Middle East, said a diplomatic source in Jerusalem. 

Source: https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/iran-news/article-701640 

 

3. The U.S. State Department on Friday said anything short of an immediate furlough of Iranian-

American environmentalist Morad Tahbaz, who had been taken back to an Iranian prison earlier, 

would be considered a violation of Tehran's commitments to the United Kingdom. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/us-reminds-iran-its-commitment-furlough-uk-us-national-

2022-03-18/ 
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4. Israel on Friday urged the United States not to remove Iran's Revolutionary Guards from its foreign 

terrorist organization blacklist in exchange for "empty promises". 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/israel-urges-us-not-drop-terror-designation-irans-irgc-2022-

03-18/ 

 

5. The AUKUS trilateral agreement signed between the US, the UK with Australia to arm the latter with 

nuclear submarines has been marred with controversies. Aimed at creating effective nuclear 

deterrence against China, AUKUS has now entered its first phase. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/australias-historic-submarine-pact-enters-1st-phase-aukus-uk/ 

 

6. The parties involved in the pact, formally known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, or 

JCPOA, were reportedly close to reaching a deal in Vienna until the U.S. and EU imposed sweeping 

sanctions on Russia over its invasion of Ukraine. Moscow then demanded that future trade with Iran 

not be impacted by Western sanctions, prompting the talks to be suspended last week.  

Source: https://www.cnbc.com/2022/03/18/russia-backs-down-on-demands-in-iran-nuclear-deal-talks-

making-revival-of-2015-pact-imminent.html 

 

7. A North Korean missile fired from its capital region exploded in mid-air in an apparent failed launch 

on Wednesday, South Korea’s military said, amid speculation that the North could soon launch its 

biggest long-range missile in its most significant provocation in years. 

Source: https://www.dailyexcelsior.com/seoul-north-korean-missile-exploded-in-air-in-failed-launch/ 
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UN REFORMS 

 

 

 

1. Chinese President Xi Jinping told his U.S. counterpart Joe Biden on Friday that the Taiwan issue needs 

to be handled properly to avoid a negative impact on Sino-U.S. relations, according to Chinese media. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/china/xi-says-improper-handling-taiwan-issues-will-hit-china-

us-ties-2022-03-18/ 

 

2. The harassment by Chinese students of a New Zealand Uyghur Fulbright scholar who spoke about her 

brother’s detention in China during an event at Cornell University is the latest in a series of alleged 

incidents involving efforts to intimidate critics of Chinese policies on American campuses. 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/rizwangul-nurmuhammad-03172022190232.html 

 

3. A Chinese aircraft carrier sailed through the sensitive Taiwan Strait on Friday, Taiwan's Defence 

Ministry said, just hours before the Chinese and U.S. presidents were due to talk. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/chinese-aircraft-carrier-sails-through-taiwan-strait-463560 

 

4. China sailed its aircraft carrier Shandong through the sensitive Taiwan Strait on Friday, shadowed by a 

US destroyer, a source with direct knowledge of the matter told Reuters, just hours before the Chinese 

and US presidents were due to talk. 

Source: https://www.jpost.com/international/article-701674 

 

5. Yaxue Cao, editor-in-chief of the U.S.-based website China Change, has been tracking human rights 

issues in China for years. With the help of human rights attorneys in China, dissident artist Ai Weiwei, 

professor and film-maker Ai Xiaoming and overseas-based rights activist, she recently released an 

hour-long film about the crucial role played by Chinese lawyers in defending people's basic rights.  

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/documentary-03182022132837.html 

 

6. The world needs to launch a "transformation" to curb global warming, a top researcher behind an 

upcoming UN report on climate solutions said, adding that it is never to late to act. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/never-too-late-for-transformational-climate-action-463503 

 

7. More than 13 months after the military seized power in a Feb. 1, 2021 coup, Myanmar is mired in 

political and economic turmoil, while life is becoming increasingly difficult for average people due to 

the rising cost of food, as well as regular power and water shortages. 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/electricity-03192022100323.html 
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8. The National Statistics and Information Authority (NSIA) said it has official figures on poverty, food 

security and unemployment, but so far none of the aid agencies have used the figures. 

Source: https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-177177 

 

9. UN chief spokesman for UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, Stephane Dujarric on Friday (local 

time) said that there are 889,900 displaced people, including 370,000 already displaced before the 

military takeover a little more than one year ago, reported Xinhua. 

Source: https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/humanitarian-needs-in-myanmar-

grow-as-fighting-continues-122031900078_1.html 

 

10. An international rights group has demanded that all UN member states stop the flow of weapons into 

Myanmar and impose stronger, targeted sanctions against individuals implicated in abuses and military 

interests. The UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC) will discuss Myanmar and a new report by the UN 

Human Rights Office in a meeting on March 21. 

Source: https://www.ucanews.com/news/un-urged-to-impose-tougher-sanctions-on-myanmar-

military/96557 
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