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1. Nuclear energy could help Singapore's power sector achieve net-zero carbon emissions by 2050, 

according to a new report from the island city-state's Energy Market Authority (EMA). It says nuclear 

energy could supply around 10% of Singapore's energy needs. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Nuclear-could-help-Singapore-meet-climate-

goals,-s  

 

2. Bulgarian Prime Minister Kiril Petkov says he hopes to put "concrete proposals" to Greece within 12 

months. It is believed that the plan would be for Greece to sign a long-term supply contract for 

energy from a new nuclear reactor in Bulgaria. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Bulgaria-planning-for-nuclear-cooperation-

with-Gre 

 

3. British Prime Minister Boris Johnson hosted a roundtable at Downing Street on 21 March with 

leaders from the nuclear industry to discuss how to improve domestic energy security and rapidly 

accelerate nuclear projects in the UK. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Johnson-looks-to-boost-UK-nuclear-capacity 

 

4. The South African government has published the first phase of its National Infrastructure Plan 2050 

(NIP 2050). The plan aims to create a foundation for achieving the vision of inclusive growth under 

the National Development Plan (NDP), with energy one of four critical network sectors addressed in 

this phase. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Nuclear-features-in-South-Africa-

infrastructure-pl 

 

5. In recent weeks, some of Silicon Valley’s most famous technologists have hailed a historically 

polarizing energy source — nuclear power — as a solution to both cutting carbon emissions and 

weaning the world off now-controversial Russian gas.  

Source: https://www.bloombergquint.com/business/tech-billionaires-rally-around-nuclear-as-energy-

crisis-looms 

 

6. Uranium prices have jumped more than 30% since the start of the war as a price hike hits 

commodities broadly and utilities try to lock down supplies on fears that sanctions could pinch some 

part of the specialized fuel cycle  

Source: https://www.livemint.com/ 

 

7. “Nuclear power offers low-carbon dispatchable generation, which can complement renewable energy 

in displacing fossil fuels, as well as providing stability as the share of intermittent generation like 

wind or solar grows,” Daniel Bizo, research director at Uptime Institute tells Computer Weekly. 

Source: https://www.computerweekly.com/feature/Weighing-up-the-nuclear-option-for-powering-

datacentres 
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8. At year’s end, Germany will shutter its last three nuclear plants; Belgium will follow suit by 2025. 

France, on the other hand, is committed to remaining Europe’s last stronghold of nuclear energy. At 

the center of French President Emmanuel Macron’s re-election platform is his plan to construct as 

many as 14 new-generation reactors and a fleet of smaller nuclear plants, supposedly to bolster the 

country’s climate protection strategy. 

Source: https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/03/22/macron-france-nuclear-energy-climate-renewables/ 

 

9. Officials everywhere are forced to consider and reconsider their countries’ energy strategies. Belgium 

is no exception. According to a statement released by the Belgian government on Friday, the country 

will be delaying its planned phasing out of nuclear energy by 10 years on account of the Russian 

Ukraine conflict and the disruption this has caused on the energy markets. 

Source: https://www.zmescience.com/science/belgium-postpones-nuclear-exit-82546345/  

 

10. A nuclear power state of emergency issued by the government on the day of the March 11, 2011, 

Fukushima nuclear disaster has yet to be lifted. Eleven years on, the nation is still reeling from the 

catastrophic damage to Tokyo Electric Power Co.’s Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant caused by 

the magnitude-9.0 Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami it generated. 

Source: https://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/14578094 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

 

1. Speaking at an event at RAAF Base Amberley, Queensland, on March 21, Australia’s Defence 

Minister Peter Dutton announced the selection of ‘MQ-28A Ghost Bat’ as the military designator. It 

will be the first Australian-produced military combat aircraft in over 50 years. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/mq-28a-ghost-bat-the-1st-australian-produced-aircraft-in-over-50-

years/ 

 

 

 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 

 

 

1. U.S. State Department spokesperson Ned Price said on Tuesday that the onus is now on Iran on 

whether it is willing to enter into a mutual return to compliance with the 2015 nuclear deal with world 

powers. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/us-says-onus-now-iran-willingness-return-

nuclear-deal-state-dept-2022-03-22/ 

 

2. The U.S. State Department on Monday said that an agreement on the Iran nuclear deal is neither 

imminent nor certain and said that Washington is preparing equally for scenarios with and without a 
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mutual return to the full implementation of the nuclear accord. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/agreement-iran-nuclear-deal-neither-imminent-

nor-certain-us-state-dept-2022-03-21/ 

 

3. Russia’s ambassador said on Monday he hoped that efforts to revive Iran’s 2015 nuclear accord would 

resume after the Nowruz Persian New Year holidays, TASS news agency reported. 

Source: https://www.fxempire.com/news/article/russia-hopes-efforts-to-revive-2015-iran-nuclear-

deal-to-resume-after-nowruz-tass-941989 

 

4. US State Department spokesman Ned Price on Monday sought to lower growing expectations of a 

forthcoming agreement between the country and Iran on a joint return to the 2015 nuclear accord, 

saying that “an agreement is neither imminent nor is it certain.” 

Source: https://www.timesofisrael.com/us-says-despite-progress-in-talks-iran-nuclear-deal-neither-

imminent-nor-certain/  

 

5. The U.S. State Department on Monday said that an agreement on the Iran nuclear deal is neither 

imminent nor certain and said that Washington is preparing equally for scenarios with and without a 

mutual return to the full implementation of the nuclear accord. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/agreement-iran-nuclear-deal-neither-imminent-

nor-certain-us-state-dept-2022-03-21/ 

 

6. Iran's supreme leader on Monday signaled support for Tehran's nuclear negotiations to secure 

sanctions relief, a rare reference to the still-halted talks as world powers near a diplomatic turning 

point. 

Source: https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/iran-leader-signals-support-for-

nuclear-negotiations-at-critical-stage-122032101294_1.html 
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UN REFORMS 

 

 

 

1. The United States on Tuesday named former senior diplomat Joseph Yun to lead languishing talks with 

three tiny but strategically important Pacific Island countries, a signal that countering China remains a 

U.S. priority despite Russia's war in Ukraine. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/exclusive-counter-china-influence-us-names-

envoy-lead-pacific-island-talks-2022-03-22/ 

 

2. The U.S. government has imposed new sanctions against Chinese officials over the repression of 

Uyghurs in China and elsewhere, prompting an angry response from Beijing and a pledge to respond 

with sanctions of its own. 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/us-sanctions-03222022164737.html 

 

3. A Uyghur woman who spoke for an hour with a Turkish politician a decade ago during his visit to a 

famous bazaar in northwestern China’s Xinjiang region was arrested for her transgression in 2017 and 

is serving a 20-year prison sentence, her husband said. 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/meryem-emet-03222022163018.html 

 

4. Aid worker Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe accused Britain and Iran on Monday of treating her like a 

political pawn, saying it should not have taken six years for London to secure her release from 

detention in Tehran. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/uk-aid-worker-asks-why-she-was-left-iran-six-years-2022-

03-21/ 

 

5. A group of 20 North Korean textile workers who were dispatched to Shanghai to earn foreign currency 

for the government have disappeared, and Pyongyang authorities suspect they are now on the run as 

refugees, sources in China told RFA. 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/korea/china-03222022201416.html 

 

6. The European Commission has welcomed Spain's new position on the fate of Western Sahara as an 

autonomous region of Morocco, although it still supports a potentially different path of U.N. efforts 

aimed at a fair and mutually acceptable solution. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/eu-backs-spains-shift-western-saharan-autonomy-2022-03-21/ 

 

7. Ronald Ssegawa said Ugandan security agents pulled him off the streets in January last year, burned 

him and pulled out his fingernails. His crime: supporting the opposition. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/my-flesh-was-burning-uganda-accused-torture-again-

2022-03-22/ 

 

8. Authorities in the Chinese city of Shanghai have denied rumours of a city-wide lockdown after a sixth 

straight increase in daily asymptomatic coronavirus cases pushed its count to record levels despite a 

campaign of mass testing aimed at stifling the spread. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-reports-2667-new-covid-cases-march-22-vs-2338-

day-earlier-2022-03-23/ 

 

https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/exclusive-counter-china-influence-us-names-envoy-lead-pacific-island-talks-2022-03-22/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/exclusive-counter-china-influence-us-names-envoy-lead-pacific-island-talks-2022-03-22/
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/us-sanctions-03222022164737.html
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/meryem-emet-03222022163018.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/uk-aid-worker-asks-why-she-was-left-iran-six-years-2022-03-21/
https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/uk-aid-worker-asks-why-she-was-left-iran-six-years-2022-03-21/
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/korea/china-03222022201416.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/eu-backs-spains-shift-western-saharan-autonomy-2022-03-21/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/my-flesh-was-burning-uganda-accused-torture-again-2022-03-22/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/my-flesh-was-burning-uganda-accused-torture-again-2022-03-22/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-reports-2667-new-covid-cases-march-22-vs-2338-day-earlier-2022-03-23/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-reports-2667-new-covid-cases-march-22-vs-2338-day-earlier-2022-03-23/


22 March  

 

9. “Beyond the Holocaust, the United States has concluded that genocide was committed seven times,” 

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Monday. “Today marks the eighth as I have determined 

that members of the Burmese military committed genocide and crimes against humanity against 

Rohingya.” 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/myanmar-us-genocide-list-03212022183107.html 

 

10. Lt. Col. Banyar Kyaw recently left his unit at the Myanmar military’s Science and Technology 

Department for the country’s anti-junta Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM), making him one of the 

highest-ranking officers to do so since the Feb. 1, 2021 coup.  

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/violence-03222022000217.html 

 

11. The United States has formally determined that the Myanmar military committed genocide and crimes 

against humanity against ethnic Rohingya Muslims in Rakhine State. "I have determined that members 

of the Burmese military committed genocide and crimes against humanity against Rohingya," 

announced US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, in a speech at the US Holocaust Memorial Museum 

in Washington, DC. 

Source: https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/us-recognises-myanmar-military-s-

genocide-against-rohingya-muslims-122032200160_1.html 

 

12. A southeast Asian envoy has met Myanmar’s military rulers on a controversial first trip to the crisis-hit 

country. Prak Sokhonn, special envoy for the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), began 

his three-day visit on Monday by holding talks with armed forces chief Min Aung Hlaing, who seized 

power in a coup in February 2021. 

Source: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/3/22/asean-envoy-meets-generals-in-controversial-

myanmar-visit  

 

13. The United States formally determined that Myanmar's army committed genocide and crimes against 

humanity in its violence against the Rohingya minority, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on 

Monday, warning that as long as a military junta was in power nobody in the country would be safe. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/china/blinken-says-us-determined-myanmar-army-committed-

genocide-against-rohingya-2022-03-21/  
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