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NUCLEAR ISSUES 

 

 

 

1. The US Department of Energy Office of Environmental Management (EM) has released its updated 

blueprint for the next ten years of the programme to clean up US legacy nuclear sites. Fifteen sites 

remain on EM's list of active clean-up sites: Brookhaven National Laboratory has been removed from 

the list after the completion of work there. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/US-legacy-cleanup-programme-looks-to-next-

decade  

 

2. Ukraine's Minister of Foreign Affairs sounded a grave warning about possible radiation leak from the 

infamous Chernobyl nuclear power plant.  

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/ukraine-appeals-for-ceasefire-warning-of-radiation-leak-

from-chernobyl-460633 

 

3. In a statement Tuesday, the UN watchdog said that the Chernobyl nuclear power plant is no longer 

sending data to them. The agency also expressed concern for staff operating under Russian guard at 

the Ukrainian facility. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/un-nuclear-watchdog-no-longer-receiving-data-from-

chernobyl-expresses-worry-about-the-130-trapped-workers-460404 

 

4. IAEA says that reported power loss at Chernobyl violates one of its seven key 'safety pillars' but "in 

this case sees no critical impact on safety" 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Ukraine-nuclear-latest-updates-9-March 

 

5. While support for the continued use of nuclear energy is evenly split in the Swiss population, the 

majority of people support the lifting of the country's ban on the construction of new nuclear power 

plants, a poll conducted by market research company DemoSCOPE on behalf of the Swiss Nuclear 

Forum shows. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Majority-of-Swiss-support-nuclear-new-build 

 

6. USNC has purchased two 3D printers from Desktop Metal, an additive manufacturing technology 
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business, to create nuclear-grade silicon carbide for use in their unique Fully Ceramic 

Microencapsulated (FCM) nuclear fuel. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/3D-printers-to-be-used-in-fuel-manufacture 

 

 

 

MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

 

1. After Poland proposed to provide MiGs to Ukraine, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said Berlin will 

continue financial support to Ukraine but it won't send any military aircraft to the country. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/no-fighter-jets-for-ukraine-says-german-chancellor-olaf-

scholz-460643 

 

2. Russia on Wednesday demanded an explanation from USA for supporting what it called was a 

military biological programme in Ukraine. The allegation of the military biological programme has 

been denied by Kyiv and Pentagon spokesperson has described the allegation as absurd.  

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/russia-demands-us-explain-biological-programme-in-

ukraine-460552 

 

3. The United States on Tuesday (March 8) rejected Poland's offer to send MiG-29 fighter jets to 

Ukraine via a US airbase, saying it was "not tenable" as the proposal raised "serious concerns" for the 

entire NATO alliance.  

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/ukraine-under-attack-heres-why-us-rejected-polands-plan-

to-offer-mig-29-fighter-jets-to-ukraine-460416 

 

4. The Mozambique Army downed drones belonging to the Islamic State using Israeli-designed 

jamming systems manufactured by MCTECH technologies. Based in Kfar Saba, MCTECH RF 

Technologies specializes in developing and manufacturing electronic warfare solutions for security 

forces, armies and governments in Israel and around the world. 

Source: https://www.jpost.com/international/article-700691 

 

5. Australia is to build a new submarine base on the east coast of the country to support its new nuclear-

powered submarines, the Australian prime minister says. 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/australia-base-03092022142619.html 
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6. In the ongoing war, Ukraine’s Turkish-origin Bayraktar TB2 drones have reportedly damaged several 

Russian rocket-launcher systems and knocked down columns of armored tanks and personnel 

transport vehicles. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/turkish-drone-maker-hopes-to-export-tb-3-drones-to-japan/  

 

 

 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 

 

 

1. There is very little time left for diplomacy to revive the 2015 Iran nuclear talks, the United States said 

in a statement to the U.N. nuclear watchdog's 35-nation Board of Governors on Tuesday. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/very-little-time-left-save-iran-nuclear-deal-us-says-2022-03-

08/  

 

2. Iran’s top diplomat at months-long talks aimed at restoring its tattered nuclear deal with world powers 

flew home late Monday for a sudden trip, a sign of the growing pressure on Tehran as the negotiations 

appear to be nearing their end. 

Source: https://www.timesofisrael.com/top-iran-nuclear-negotiator-flies-home-eu-indicates-deal-

awaiting-tehrans-okay/ 

 

 

UN REFORMS 

 

 

 

1. The third meeting of foreign ministers of regional countries on Afghanistan will be held in China by the 

end of March, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs said. 

Source: https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-177033  

 

2. World Health Organisation's director-general Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus on Wednesday warned 

that the pandemic is 'far from over.' He further said that even after two years, the virus is still evolving 

and even surging in some parts of the world. "Two years later, more than six million people have died," 

Tedros told a press conference. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/who-warns-pandemic-far-from-over-as-covid-death-toll-

reaches-6-million-460689 
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3. A think tank has warned that to meet global climate targets, removing carbon dioxide from the air will 

now be essential. As per the energy transitions commission, there is a need to tidy up carbon offset 

markets. This will form a critical route to limiting global heating to 1.5C in line with scientific 

warnings.  

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/to-meet-global-climate-targets-carbon-dioxide-will-have-to-

be-removed-from-air-460679 

 

4. A report by research group Tech Transparency Project has revealed that Amazon's business is deeply 

interlinked with China and its suppliers have been linked to forced labour in the Xinjiang region. As 

per the group, Amazon's supplier list includes firms accused of using Uyghur labourers, reported 

Louise Matsakis, a tech investigator for NBC news.  

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/amazons-suppliers-involved-in-forced-labour-in-xinjiang-

report-460546  

 

5. The United States wants Israel and its allies to enact strong sanctions on Russia to help force an end to 

its war against Ukraine. “We would like to see all of our allies and partners imposing strong sanctions,” 

a senior US embassy official told reporters in Tel Aviv, specifying that this includes Israel.Reporting 

by John Irish; editing by Francois Murphy. 

Source: https://www.jpost.com/international/article-700768  

 

6. The female foreign ministers of at least seventeen countries across the world held a meeting on 

Afghanistan and expressed deep concerns about human rights violations and restrictions against women 

inside Afghanistan. 

Source: https://tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan-177041  

 

7. Turkish riot police clashed with women who gathered to celebrate International Women's Day in 

Istanbul on Tuesday, firing pepper spray as they sought to disperse a crowd of several thousand in the 

city center. 

Source: https://www.jpost.com/international/article-700720  

 

8. Dozens of Afghan women in a gathering on Tuesday called on the Islamic Emirate not to ignore the 

basic rights of women in such a dire situation, saying the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) 

resolution for the support of women must be upheld in Afghanistan. 

Source: https://tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan-177025 

 

9. For the first time since the Islamic Emirate regained power in Afghanistan in mid-August of last year, 
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the UN reported on civilian causalities in the country from various causes. 

Source: https://tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan-177022 

 

10. A Chinese military aircraft crashed in the South China Sea earlier this month, the Taiwanese 

intelligence agency said Thursday, providing a possible explanation for China’s closure of a part of the 

Gulf of Tonkin near Hainan island. 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/taiwan-plane-03102022092701.html 

 

11. Tibetan children returning to their schools after winter break are now entering classes taught only in 

Chinese, as authorities push forward with policies that critics say are aimed at weakening students’ 

connection to their native language and culture. 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/tibet/classes-03092022122044.html 

 

12. Human rights groups urge UN rights chief to issue report on atrocities in Xinjiang. The call comes a 

day after Michelle Bachelet announced a trip to China planned for May. 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/michelle-bachelet-03092022164208.html 

 

13. As CIA director William Burns warned lawmakers in Washington not to underestimate Chinese 

Communist Party (CCP) leader Xi Jinping, analysts said Beijing is highly unlikely to start any military 

action against its democratic neighbor ahead of the CCP congress later this year. 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/ukraine-taiwan-03092022150410.html  

 

14. Two teachers and a child were shot and wounded by Taliban in Kandahar's Panjwai district bazaar last 

night. A teacher, Ismatullah, who was injured in the incident, told TOLOnews on Thursday that they 

were shot dead by Taliban insurgents in a bazaar in Panjwai district. 

Source: https://twitter.com/Etilaatroz/status/1501940171662508034 

 

15. A man in Faryab says unemployment, poverty and misery have forced him to sell his 10-year-old 

daughter. 

Source: https://www.etilaatroz.com/137983/poverty-and-unemployment-a-man-in-faryab-sold-his-10-

year-old-daughter/  

 

16. Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) has described the malnutrition of measles children in Afghanistan as a 

deadly complication and expressed concern. 

Source: https://www.etilaatroz.com/137976/the-lethal-combination-of-measles-and-malnutrition-

medecins-sans-frontieres-two-children-die-every-day-in-herat/ 
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