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Taliban’s extremist implementation of sharia law 

1. Afghanistan's new government is imposing discriminatory health-care restrictions. There was a new directive in the Taliban-

controlled district of Kahmard: "From now on, no women can come to health centres without a mahram." (A male chaperone is 

referred to as a mahram.). Zabihullah Mujahid, a Taliban spokesperson, assured the world that the group would respect women's 

rights within "the framework of Islam" this time. 

SOURCE: https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/03/02/the-taliban-are-harming-afghan-womens-health/  

 

2. While the regime has not announced its policy regarding books in accordance with Islamic Law, memories of what happened in the 

mid-1990s continue to serve. A woman in neighbouring Helmand established a small library from her own personal savings to provide 

a space for women to read, but now women are unable to leave the house alone. 

SOURCE: https://scroll.in/article/1018438/how-the-taliban-takeover-has-hit-afghanistans-reading-culture-and-public-libraries  

 

3. The Taliban leaders in Afghanistan have expressed a "commitment" to allowing girls to attend school across the country beginning 

next month. The international community has demanded that the Taliban continue their efforts to educate women. The Taliban 

government has blamed delays on a lack of suitable spaces, particularly in cities, to support schools that are required by Sharia Law 

to have a separate area for girls. 

SOURCE: https://learningenglish.voanews.com/a/unicef-chief-taliban-committed-to-let-girls-back-to-school/6463433.html  

 

4. Rada Akbar, an Afghan artist known for her visual art and photography, wants the world to recognise Afghan women's strength. 

Portraits of Afghan women, documentation of female resistance to the Taliban, activist messages, and powerful exposure of the 

dangers that Afghan women face are among Akbar's works. Akbar had even received permission from Afghanistan's President, 

Ashraf Ghani, to establish a museum honouring prominent Afghan women. Akbar is just one of many female artists who are 

concerned about her safety. The Taliban used to be very strict about art and creative expression. Sharia law, for example, forbids 

visual depictions of humans and deities, prompting the Taliban's devastating destruction of the sixth-century Buddhas of Bamiyan in 

2001. 

SOURCE: https://hir.harvard.edu/artful-resistance-how-afghan-women-are-wielding-art-against-the-taliban/  
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Promotion of radicalism in Pakistan: HR violations of minorities in Pakistan : Steps taken in the world against Pakistan’s radicalism  

1. In the face of increasing radicalization among its youth, particularly men, Pakistan's institutional mechanisms are proving incapable 

of preventing crimes against women. 

SOURCE: https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/pakistan-unable-to-stop-crimes-against-women-report20220302111856/  

 

2. Pakistani students are facing numerous challenges as a result of the ongoing conflict between Russia and Ukraine. More than 2000 

Pakistanis are stranded in Ukraine, and the evacuation process is proving difficult. The Pakistan Embassy made various claims, and 

the facts on the ground speak for themselves. According to media reports, the Pakistan government, Foreign Office, and Embassy 

have miserably failed to meet the challenge of evacuations of its nationals. Stranded Pakistani workers and students have accused the 

Pakistani Embassy and Ambassador Major General (retired) Noel Israel Khokhar of defrauding them, alleging that they are making 

their way to the borders of Romania, Poland, and Hungary on their own, with no assistance from the Pakistani Embassy. 

SOURCE: https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/pak-nationals-await-imran-khan-govt-s-response-as-ukraine-

conflict-rages-on-122030200137_1.html  

 

3. Human rights activist and chairman of the United Kashmir People's National Party, Sardar Shaukat Ali Kashmiri, has condemned 

Pakistan and stated that the "deep state" is collapsing due to fascism and extremism. Graves are excavated based on caste. 

SOURCE: https://www.aninews.in/news/world/europe/human-rights-activist-condemns-ethnic-cleansing-in-pakistan-says-country-

collapsing20220301224130/  

 

4. A 19-year-old female dancer was shot dead in Pakistan's Punjab province, the country's second such killing of an entertainer in the 

last month. Police are looking into various aspects of the case, including whether she was murdered in the name of honour, which is 

on the rise in Pakistan. 

SOURCE: https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/young-female-dancer-shot-dead-in-pakistan-punjab-province-1919514-2022-03-

01  

 

5. A young woman was murdered in the vicinity of the Sadar police station. On Tuesday, police said that some passersby saw a woman's 

corpse lying in a deserted area and reported it to them. The police apprehended the body, which was identified as Razia Bibi, the wife 

of Muhammad Shahid, who lived in the same neighbourhood. 

SOURCE: https://pakobserver.net/woman-found-murdered/  
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6. Police said gunmen shot and killed a female polio worker as she returned home Wednesday after participating in the country's latest 

anti-polio campaign. The attackers made no immediate claim of responsibility. In Pakistan, however, militants frequently target polio 

teams and police assigned to protect them, falsely claiming that vaccination campaigns are a Western plot to sterilise children. 

SOURCE: https://wnyt.com/health/gunmen-kill-polio-worker-in-pakistan-vaccination-campaign/6407907/?cat=656  

 

7. Munawer Azeem had been receiving threats from people posing as Islamabad police officers. After the matter was taken up with 

senior police officials in Islamabad, some unknown individuals arrived at his house and hurled threats at his wife. Munawer Azeem 

was driving his children to school on Monday morning when he discovered his car locks had been tampered with, and someone had 

even entered the vehicle. Journalists are frequently harassed and even kidnapped by unknown individuals, and these incidents are 

bringing a bad name to the country.  

SOURCE: https://www.dawn.com/news/1677757/dawn-staffer-in-islamabad-receives-threat-calls  

 

8. According to a recent Foreign Policy magazine report, the government of Pakistan is determined to tighten its control over the media, 

censor and punish journalists through new laws and oversight bodies in order to increase its power. "Pakistan's new media crackdown 

threatens press freedom," says the government of Pakistan wants to stifle investigative journalism and critical comments in the 

country in accordance with its new laws, which the journalist community finds unacceptable. 

SOURCE: https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/937952-pak-govt-curbing-media-with-new-laws-fp-report  

 

Positive stories on steps taken against radical Islam 

1. On Wednesday, the Child Protection and Welfare Bureau (CPWB) took 36 child beggars into protective custody from various 

areas of the provincial capital. According to a CPWB spokesperson, Sarah Ahmad, Special Coordinator to the Chief Minister and 

Chairperson of the Child Protection Bureau, led a rescue operation against child beggary in various areas of Lahore to combat 

the menace of child beggary. 

SOURCE: https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/cpwb-takes-36-child-beggars-in-protective-cus-1478676.html  

 

2. The Somali National Army (SNA) has reported that its forces have killed ten al-Shabab terrorists in ongoing security operations 

in Lower Jubba, in the country's south. The SNA commanders in charge of the operation told state-run Radio Mogadishu on 

Tuesday that some of the militants were also injured in the sting operation, which took place in Yontoy, Raynerow, and Farbulay. 

Roble directed officials to step up counter-terrorism efforts in the country and maintain stability in the capital ahead of 

parliamentary speaker and presidential elections. 
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SOURCE:  https://www.daijiworld.com/news/newsDisplay?newsID=932457  

 

3. Petitioners opposing the Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020 filed an appeal on Wednesday seeking to overturn a portion of the Supreme 

Court's historic ruling that upheld the law in the face of 37 legal challenges. Twenty-six petitioner groups, represented by lawyers, 

filed a joint motion for partial reconsideration, asking the Supreme Court to "partially reconsider" its December 7 ruling and 

declare Republic Act 11479, or ATA, unconstitutional. 

SOURCE: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/03/02/2164406/look-petitioners-appeal-vs-sc-historic-ruling-anti-

terrorism-act-2020  

 

4. The Southern African Development Community (SADC), which now has a Regional Counter-Terrorism Centre (RCTC) in 

Tanzania, provided a timely boost to the fight against insurgency in Cabo Delgado, Mozambique. The centre will be in charge of 

coordinating regional counter-terrorism efforts. Insurgents have already spread their tentacles into southern Tanzania, where they 

are plotting and launching attacks against the oil and gas-rich Cabo Delgado. According to a recent report by the Global Initiative 

Against Transnational Organized Crime, SADC member states should strengthen their capacity for intelligence sharing. 

SOURCE: https://www.news24.com/news24/africa/news/sadc-sets-up-counter-terrorism-centre-in-tanzania-20220302  

 

5. On Tuesday, Lebanese President Michel Aoun reaffirmed his country's efforts to combat corruption, money laundering, and 

terrorist financing. The remarks were made during Aoun's reception of the US Treasury delegation at the Presidential Palace, 

according to the Lebanese presidency office. "Lebanese laws are applied firmly and accurately in this field," the statement 

continued, "and international financial institutions attest to this." The statement referred to "Lebanon's active participation in 

international efforts to combat money laundering, as well as its role in the Middle East Financial Action Group for this purpose." 

Aoun clarified that Lebanon had established a National Coordination Committee to combat terrorist financing as well as the 

National Anti-Corruption Commission. 

SOURCE: https://saudigazette.com.sa/article/617644  

 

6. Twitter handled 81 complaints about account suspension appeals. Eight suspensions were revoked as a result of these requests, 

while the remaining suspensions remain in effect. Twitter has also cracked down on content that promotes child sexual 

exploitation and terrorism on its platform. The social media behemoth claims to sweep everything from media and text to 

illustrations in order to highlight any instances of illegal activity. As part of this, the social media giant banned 37,466 accounts 

for posting content relating to non-consensual nudity, child exploitation, and other similar topics.  

SOURCE: https://inc42.com/buzz/twitter-banned-42k-accounts-for-posting-content-related-to-child-sexual-exploitation-

terrorism/  
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7. Hafiz Muhammad Tahir Mahmood Ashrafi, Chairman Pakistan Ulema Council (PUC), Special Representative to the Prime 

Minister on Religious Harmony and the Middle East, stated that 'Paigham-e-Pakistan' is an articulated eminent document that has 

been drafted in accordance with the moderate message of Islam for the eradication of the menace of extremism and terrorism 

with unanimous thinking of all religious schools of thought and religions of Pakistan. 

SOURCE: https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/937965-paigham-e-pakistan-a-document-to-check-terrorism-extremism-says-

ashrafi  

 

8. Mohammad Owais Sabir, of Mansfield Road, spoke only to confirm his name and address at Westminster Magistrates' Court via 

videolink. He is charged with a number of offences, including possessing articles for terrorist purposes. He has been charged with 

nine Terrorism Act 2000 offences, including entering into funding arrangements, fundraising, and possessing articles for terrorist 

purposes.  

SOURCE: https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-leeds-60567952  

 

9. In the last four days, security forces in Niger State have killed over 200 terrorists. Four bandits groups have been operating in the 

state, according to the Commissioner for Local Government, Chieftaincy Affairs, and Internal Security, Emmanuel Umar, who 

stated this during a briefing on the security situation in the state.  

SOURCE: https://dailytrust.com/security-operatives-kill-over-200-terrorists-in-niger  

 

10.  Yemeni President Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi emphasised on Tuesday the importance of putting an end to the terrorism of Iran-

backed Houthi militias and reaffirmed his country's commitment to achieving a long-term peace solution based on the Gulf 

initiative, its executive mechanism, the outcomes of the national dialogue, and relevant UN resolutions, most notably resolution 

2216. Hadi made the remarks during a reception in Riyadh for US Envoy for Yemen Timothy Lenderking and UN Special Envoy 

for Yemen Hans Grundberg. His meeting with Lenderking and Grundberg came after the United Nations Security Council passed 

a resolution imposing an arms embargo on the Houthis as a group. 

SOURCE: https://english.aawsat.com/home/article/3506636/hadi-meets-un-us-envoys-and-stresses-need-end-houthi-terrorism  
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