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1. The chairman of Rolls-Royce SMR, Paul Stein, has told the Reuters news agency 

he hopes to get regulatory approval for its small modular reactor (SMR) design by 

mid-2024, with grid power able to be produced by 2029. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Rolls-Royce-hopes-for-UK-

SMR-online-by-2029 

 

2. The visit to Sri Lanka by a team of International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 

experts was to review the country’s readiness to make a "knowledgeable 

commitment" to establishing a nuclear power programme. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Sri-Lanka-looks-to-take-

next-steps-on-nuclear-powe 

 

3. Bruce Power, Constellation, Southern Company and Tennessee Valley Authority 

(TVA) have joined Kairos Power Operations, Manufacturing and Development 

Alliance. The consortium’s goal is to advance the development of the company’s 

advanced fluoride salt-cooled high-temperature reactor (KP-FHR) technology. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Kairos-Power-consortium-to-

develop-its-reactor-tec 

 

4. Lithuania's State Nuclear Power Safety Inspectorate (Vatesi) recently issued two 

licences to the Ignalina nuclear power plant (INPP) to start industrial operation of 

solid radioactive waste management and storage facilities. It also granted a permit 

for the transportation of waste to a very-low-level radioactive waste repository. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Lithuanian-regulator-issues-

waste-management-permi 

 

5. Japan is now looking to be moving ahead to leverage a new technological approach 

to satisfy the country’s future energy needs. Japan’s Mitsubishi Heavy Industries 

intends to build and commercialize nuclear reactors small enough to be transported 

on trucks by the end of the decade, to capitalize on the demand for non-carbon 

emitting energy, Nikkei Asia reported.  

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/mitsubishi-aims-to-commercialize-reactor-on-a-

truck-by-2030s/ 
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1. The AUKUS pact between the US, the UK, and Australia that aims to assist 

Canberra with the development of nuclear submarines has been dogged with 

controversies. In a new row, Australia is now facing internal resistance against 

creating nuclear submarine infrastructure. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/australias-nuclear-submarine-project-under-aukus-

pact-stuck/ 

 

2. In a show of force, the US Air Force (USAF) on April 16 reportedly dispatched F-

15C long-range fighters, armed with live AIM-120C and AIM-9M Sidewinder 

missiles, from Kadena Air Base (KAB), Okinawa, Japan. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/us-deployed-f-15-heavy-fighters-in-response-to-

chinese-j-20/ 

 

3. During a recent public lecture, a prominent Chinese military helicopter designer 

disclosed the potential essential features of future choppers, namely high speeds and 

artificial intelligence (AI), the Global Times reported. This provides a look into the 

potential of the country’s next-generation helicopter, which might have whole new 

designs and arrangements.  

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/china-says-its-future-helicopters-will-be-

equipped-technologies/ 

 

4. To defend itself from a possible Chinese invasion, Taiwan is considering buying the 

decommissioned US warship USS Independence, a Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) that 

saw just 11 years of service. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/battling-china-taiwan-looks-to-acquire-us-

warship-independence/ 

 

5. Britain’s plan to send the Stormer armored missile launchers is for Ukrainian forces 

to cripple Russia’s air offensive. The Starstreak missiles that were earlier sent to 

Ukraine can be mounted on these launchers to attack aircraft. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/after-british-starstreak-anti-aircraft-missile-uk-set-

to-send-stormer/ 

 

6. In 2023, the US Air Force plans to retire over three dozen F-22 Raptor stealth fighter 

jets while it seeks 24 Boeing F-15EX aircraft, more than double the number 

requested last year. The service plans to retire 33 of its older F-22 fighter jets. These 

aircraft are reportedly no longer combat capable and are solely used for training. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/f-15-eagles-are-outliving-outflanking-worlds-f-22-

raptors/ 

 

7. China has built a new long-range, early-warning radar that can be used to detect 

ballistic missiles from thousands of miles away, probably giving it coverage of all of 
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Japan. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/spotted-chinas-giant-radar-that-can-scan-us-

military-bases/ 

 

8. China’s aircraft carrier was anticipated to be launched around the People’s 

Liberation Army Navy’s (PLAN) 73rd anniversary on April 23. The lockdown has 

caused delays in the shipping of some critical components, according to a source 

cited by the SCMP. The Type 003 aircraft carrier has been under construction at the 

Jiangnan Shipyard on Shanghai’s Changxing Island since 2017, with a launch date 

set for early this year. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/chinese-plan-for-a-third-aircraft-carrier-stuck-in-

a-limbo/ 

 

9. A British Royal Navy Astute-class nuclear-powered submarine sailed into Gibraltar 

on March 16, coinciding alongside the Z-berth in the South Mole with a US 

submarine that arrived earlier in the week. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/us-british-nuclear-attack-submarines-spotted-

together-docked/ 

 

10. Researchers from the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) have 

teamed up with the US Department of Energy’s Argonne National Laboratory 

(ANL) to develop artificial intelligence (AI) to enhance the speed of simulations to 

study the behavior of air surrounding supersonic and hypersonic aircraft engines. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/nasa-research-applies-ai-to-hypersonic-engine-

simulations/ 
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1. Unit 3 of the Karachi nuclear power plant in Pakistan passed acceptance tests on 18 

April, marking the Chinese-supplied Hualong One reactor's entry into commercial 

operation, China National Nuclear Corporation (CNNC) announced. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Karachi-3-passes-acceptance-

tests 

 

2. As the Iran nuclear deal nears, Saudi Arabia is rebuilding its stake in Lebanon. 

Lebanon's Prime Minister Najib Mikati is due to visit Saudi Arabia in the next two 

weeks, a first trip by a Lebanese premier to the Arab powerhouse in almost four 

years following an unprecedented rupture in relations. 

Source: https://edition.cnn.com/2022/04/18/middleeast/lebanon-saudi-diplomatic-

ties-04-18-2022-mime-intl/index.html 
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1. The coordinator for the U.N. body monitoring enforcement of sanctions on North Korea 

said on Wednesday a stepped up focus was needed on cybercrime, which had become 

fundamental to Pyongyang's ability to finance its banned weapons programs. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/un-panel-coordinator-urges-stepped-up-focus-

north-korea-cyber-crime-2022-04-20/  

 

2. Pakistan will need to cut expenditures and development funds to try and revive an 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) programme, Finance Minister Miftah Ismail said on 

Wednesday. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/pakistan-cut-expenditures-

development-funds-revive-imf-programme-2022-04-20/  

 

3. China's security agreement with the Solomon Islands may affect security for the region 

and is a probable topic for discussions between the leaders of Japan and New Zealand on 

Thursday, Japan's chief cabinet secretary said. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/japan-cabinet-secretary-says-

solomon-islands-china-pact-may-have-impact-region-2022-04-21/ 

 

4. Taiwan is a part of China and no one can change that, Chinese Defense Minister Wei 

Fenghe said on Wednesday during a rare phone call with U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd 

Austin, according to a statement from Beijing. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/taiwan-is-part-china-beijing-tells-

us-2022-04-20/ 

 

5. Islamic State claimed responsibility for an attack in the northern Afghan city of Mazar-

e-Sharif on Thursday, according to a statement on the group's Telegram channel. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/islamic-state-claims-responsibility-

attack-northern-afghanistan-2022-04-21/ 

  

6. India and Sri Lanka have resumed talks on linking their electricity grids, officials told 

Reuters on Tuesday, a step that could aid New Delhi's goal of reducing China's 

influence on the island nation, now grappling with a severe economic crisis. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/exclusive-crisis-hit-sri-lanka-india-

revive-talks-link-electric-grids-2022-04-19/ 

 

7. At least one person was killed and over a dozen injured in Sri Lanka after protesters 

clashed with police in the central town of Rambukkana, a doctor told Reuters, the first 

fatality since demonstrations began in the crisis-hit country weeks ago. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/one-dead-several-injured-sri-lanka-

after-police-clash-with-protesters-doctor-2022-04-19/ 
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