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1. Unit 3 of the Karachi nuclear power plant in Pakistan passed acceptance tests on 18 April, marking the 

Chinese-supplied Hualong One reactor's entry into commercial operation, China National Nuclear 

Corporation (CNNC) announced. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Karachi-3-passes-acceptance-tests 

 

2. The chairman of Rolls-Royce SMR, Paul Stein, has told the Reuters news agency he hopes to get 

regulatory approval for its small modular reactor (SMR) design by mid-2024, with grid power able to 

be produced by 2029. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Rolls-Royce-hopes-for-UK-SMR-online-by-

2029 

 

3. The visit to Sri Lanka by a team of International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) experts was to review 

the country’s readiness to make a "knowledgeable commitment" to establishing a nuclear power 

programme. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Sri-Lanka-looks-to-take-next-steps-on-nuclear-

powe 

 

4. Lithuania's State Nuclear Power Safety Inspectorate (Vatesi) recently issued two licences to the 

Ignalina nuclear power plant (INPP) to start industrial operation of solid radioactive waste management 

and storage facilities. It also granted a permit for the transportation of waste to a very-low-level 

radioactive waste repository. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Lithuanian-regulator-issues-waste-

management-permi  

 

 

 

MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

 

1. Just days after US President Joe Biden announced an $800 million military aid package for Ukraine, the 

US said Ukraine has received fighter planes and aircraft parts amid the Russian invasion. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/amid-russias-donbas-offensive-us-sends-warplanes-to-

ukraine-472278 

 

2. The United States pledged not to conduct a type of anti-satellite (ASAT) missile test. US Vice President 

Kamala Harris made the announcement at the Vandenberg Space Force Base in California on Monday 

(April 18).  

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/what-are-anti-satellite-missiles-us-pledges-not-to-conduct-

destructive-asat-tests-calls-for-global-consensus-472044 

 

3. The United States and South Korea on Monday (April 18) signed the ''strongest possible joint deterrent'' 
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to curb Pyongyang's missile tests. According to US Special Representative for North Korea Sung Kim, 

"It is extremely important for the United Nations Security Council to send a clear signal to the 

Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) that we will not accept its escalatory tests as normal."  

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/us-south-korea-pledge-strongest-possible-joint-deterrent-

after-pyongyangs-missile-test-471960 

 

4. Ukraine's allies have pledged to send more weapons.The US and others vowed to send artillery, anti-

tank and air defence aid to Kyiv during a 90-minute video call on Tuesday. 

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-61155035 

 

5. A BrahMos supersonic cruise missile was testfired by the Indian Navy warship INS Delhi on Apr 19. 

The missile without warhead created a hole in the abandoned ship. The missile travels at speeds around 

3000 kmph & is difficult to intercept by air defence systems: BrahMos officials 

Source: https://twitter.com/ANI/status/1516692839609946112 

 

 

 

 

 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 

 
 

 

1. The nuclear agreement currently being finalized with Iran will directly endanger the national security 

of the United States. Having already offered Iran too many concessions and opportunities to take yes 

for an answer, the Biden administration is long overdue in walking away from this deal. 

Source: https://thehill.com/opinion/national-security/3272283-its-time-to-end-the-iran-nuclear-deal-

once-and-for-all/ 

 

2. Zelensky asserted that the country should "prepare" for it. Zelensky said "anti-radiation medicine and 

air raid shelters would be needed" while alerting his countrymen. Russia "can use any weapon, I'm 

convinced of it", the Ukraine president said. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/zelensky-calls-for-anti-radiation-medicine-amid-russian-

nuclear-threat-471761 

 

3. As the Iran nuclear deal nears, Saudi Arabia is rebuilding its stake in Lebanon. Lebanon's Prime Minister 

Najib Mikati is due to visit Saudi Arabia in the next two weeks, a first trip by a Lebanese premier to the 

Arab powerhouse in almost four years following an unprecedented rupture in relations. 

Source: https://edition.cnn.com/2022/04/18/middleeast/lebanon-saudi-diplomatic-ties-04-18-2022-

mime-intl/index.html 

 

4. The Biden administration, under pressure from Israel, Arab states and domestic opponents, has 

apparently decided to reject Tehran’s demand that it remove its Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps 

(IRGC) from the U.S. "terrorist list" – to the gratification of Israel's government.  

Source: https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium.HIGHLIGHT-this-is-israel-s-only-way-to-

stop-iran-s-nuclear-missiles-1.10748649  
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UN REFORMS 

 

 

1. White House said on Tuesday (April 19) that it is concerned about lack of transparency 

surrounding China's reported security agreement with the Solomon Islands. White House 

has called it to be part of pattern of Beijing offering 'shadowy' deals to smaller countries. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/us-concerned-about-lack-of-transparency-in-

chinese-pact-with-solomon-islands-472262 

 

2. Horrifying videos of Shanghai residents screaming from their windows over stringent 

lockdown have been doing rounds on Twitter-like Weibo. Chinese netizens are now 

exposing the torture and grief behind China’s zero-Covid policy. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/chinese-vignettes-covid-cases-are-soaring-in-

china-so-is-its-inflation-471872  

 

3. At least three blasts have rocked a boys' school on Tuesday (April 19) in Afghanistan's 

capital Kabul, local police said. Six people were killed and dozens injured, a local source 

told Sputnik.  

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/three-blasts-rock-boys-school-in-afghan-

capital-472051 

 

4. Authorities in China’s Qinghai province have released three of the nine Tibetans who 

received prison terms in 2018 for running an “illegal organization” promoting land rights. 

Three more from the group are due to be released in June, according to Tibetan sources 

in exile. 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/tibet/release-04192022171047.html 

 

5. Authorities in Shanghai are warning the families of elderly people who have died of 

COVID-19 not to talk to the media, as the omicron outbreak rips through at least one 

hospital in the city, causing an unknown number of deaths. 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/elderly-04192022142219.html 

 

6. Reports say the UK has detected severe cases of hepatitis among children including in the 

US and Europe. Ireland and Spain have also reported acute hepatitis cases in children, the 

World Health Organisation(WHO) said.  

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/us-europe-uk-report-severe-cases-of-hepatitis-

among-children-471770 

 

7. The International Monetary Fund said discussions with Sri Lanka on a potential IMF loan 

program are at an early stage and any deal would require "adequate assurances" that the 

island country's debts can be put on a sustainable path. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/imf-says-any-loan-sri-lanka-

requires-debt-sustainability-2022-04-20/ 
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8. Human Rights Watch says six months have passed since the disappearance of Alieh Azizi, 

director of the Herat Women's Prison; But the Taliban have not yet carried out a credible 

investigation into her whereabouts. 

Source: https://www.etilaatroz.com/140917/human-rights-watch-the-taliban-have-not-

carried-out-a-credible-investigation-into-the-fate-of-alia-azizi/ 

 

9. A report by the Health Foundation has said that British women living in the poorest areas 

die younger than those dwelling in Latvia, Hungary, and Columbia which are a part of the 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/british-women-living-in-most-deprived-areas-

die-younger-than-those-in-latvia-hungary-and-columbia-report-471911 

 

10. China said on Tuesday it had signed a security pact with the Solomon Islands, a move set 

to heighten concerns of the United States and allies Australia and New Zealand about 

growing Chinese influence in a region traditionally under their sway. However, Solomon 

Islands officials earlier appeared to suggest no agreement had yet been signed. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/chinese-officials-travel-solomon-

islands-sign-agreements-parliament-told-2022-04-19/ 

 

11. The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) has condemned attacks on educational 

institutions in western Kabul, saying "attacks on children and educational institutions are 

a grave violation of human rights." 

Source: https://www.etilaatroz.com/140914/unicef-attack-on-children-and-educational-

centers-is-a-violation-off-human-rights/ 

 

12. The World Bank says it will resume funding for three $ 450 million projects in 

Afghanistan. These projects are in the field of health, agriculture and livelihood. 

Source: https://www.etilaatroz.com/140910/the-world-bank-is-financing-three-projects-

in-afghanistan/ 

 

13. The Freedom of Expression House has issued a statement expressing concern over the 

recent arrests of journalists and urging the Islamic Emirate to abide by the law on access 

to information, media law and international agreements. Facilitate freedom of expression 

and information. 

Source: https://twitter.com/TOLOnews/status/1516673266429177856 

 

14. The European Union (EU) has said in response to today's attacks in western Kabul that it 

is essential to implement effective counter-terrorism policies and measures to eradicate 

terrorism in Afghanistan. 

Source: https://twitter.com/Etilaatroz/status/1516465198894354443 

 

15. Businesswomen in Uruzgan say their jobs have stalled since the fall of the previous 

government, and no one buys their handicrafts.  
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Source: https://www.etilaatroz.com/ps/2022/04/19/uruzgan-businesswomen-no-one-

buys-handicrafts-the-taliban-should-find-a-similar-market/ 

 

16. The Hong Kong government on Monday said only one valid candidate has been approved 

to run in a forthcoming "election" for the city's top job, naming former police officer and 

security chief John Lee. 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/hongkong-tiananmen-

04192022141917.html 

 

17. Outrage has erupted over the death of a Sri Lankan man who was killed when police fired 

live bullets at protesters, also injuring 14 others. Footage of police opening fire in the 

central town of Rambukkana has been widely shared on social media. 

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-61151037 
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