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NUCLEAR ISSUES        

    

 

1. Bruce Power and Ontario Power Generation (OPG) have agreed to work together to support new 

nuclear technologies in Ontario. Building from shared experiences with their existing Candu fleets, 

the companies plan to collaborate on regulatory strategies and other enablers for a new nuclear fleet, 

as well as evaluating potential opportunities for the future deployment of small modular reactors 

(SMRs) and other new nuclear technologies. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Canadian-companies-collaborate-to-advance-

nuclear 

 

2. TN Americas - a subsidiary of Orano USA - has been selected by Pacific Gas and Electric Company 

(PG&E) to offload and transfer all used nuclear fuel and Greater-Than-Class C (GTCC) radioactive 

waste into interim onsite dry storage at Diablo Canyon nuclear power plant in California. The plant is 

scheduled to shut down in August 2025. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Orano-contracted-to-defuel-Diablo-Canyon 

 

3. EDF Energy is leading a Long-Term Operation (LTO) programme aimed at extending the operating 

lifespan of Sizewell B - the UK's only pressurised water reactor and newest nuclear power plant - by 

at least 20 years to 2055. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/EDF-looks-to-extend-Sizewell-B-operation 

 

4. The head of Iran’s civilian Atomic Energy Organization, Mohammad Eslami, said Iran on March 20 

had sent the requested explanations about several former undeclared sites in Iran where there was 

evidence of past nuclear activity. The deadline came as part of an agreement announced last month to 

resolve the problem of undeclared uranium particles in Iran by June — long a source of tension 

between Tehran and the UN atomic watchdog.  

Source: https://www.timesofisrael.com/iran-says-it-gave-answers-on-suspect-uranium-traces-to-un-

nuclear-watchdog/ 

 

5. The Energy Security Strategy's ambitions are for eight new reactors, plus small modular reactors, 

helping to produce 24 GWe capacity by 2050, representing about 25% of the UK's projected 

electricity demand. 

Source: https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/UK-planning-for-rapid-nuclear-expansion 

 

 

 

 

MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

1. Last month, the United Kingdom (UK) transferred its sophisticated weapon system called the 

Starstreak to Ukraine. At a time when it is mulling the option of sending more military aid to Kyiv, 

its Starstreak missiles have proved their mettle against Russia. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/ukraines-soldiers-use-british-star-missile-to-shoot-down-russian/ 
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2. The US Defense Department announced its latest assistance package for Ukraine this week. Top on 

the list of items in this assistance package is a “laser-guided rocket system” that can further bolster 

Ukraine’s fleet of Bayraktar TB2 drones. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/us-to-arm-turkish-bayraktar-drones-with-laser-rockets/ 

 

3. The German Air Force is looking to the Israeli Arrow-3 system to quickly field a defensive weapon 

against Russian Iskander and other missiles, according to a service spokesman. 

Source: https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2022/04/06/german-air-force-banks-on-israels-

arrow-3-for-national-missile-shield/  

 

4. Recently, a Russian Sukhoi Su-35 which is the most powerful jet in the Russian inventory was shot 

down by Ukrainian missiles while it was conducting SEAD operations. This was the first-ever loss of 

the Su-35E Flanker that entered combat service in 2016 and is believed to be the best dogfighter in 

the Russian Air Force. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/after-usaf-1st-stealth-jet-s-125-neva-now-reportedly-shoots-down/  

 

5. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Thursday released the third list of over 101 military systems and 

weapons that will come under an import ban over the next five years and be developed indigenously, 

in a fresh impetus to the Indian armament industry. 

Source: https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2022/apr/07/navy-helicopters-anti-ship-missiles-

rajnath-releases-thirdlist-of-weaponry-to-be-banned-for-impor-2439090.html 

 

6. Advisers to South Korea’s president-elect sought redeployment of U.S. strategic assets, such as 

nuclear bombers and submarines, to the Korean peninsula during talks held on a visit to Washington, 

one of the advisers said on Wednesday. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/south-koreas-president-elect-wants-us-nuclear-bombers-

submarines-to-return-468929 

 

 

 

 

 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 

 

1. Iran has handed over documents related to outstanding issues to the U.N. nuclear watchdog, Iranian 

nuclear chief Mohammad Eslami said on Wednesday, as Tehran demands closure of the agency's 

investigation into uranium particles found at three undeclared sites. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/iran-nuclear-chief-says-tehran-has-given-

documents-about-outstanding-issues-iaea-2022-04-06/ 

 

2. One year after representatives of Iran, the United States, and other world powers convened in Vienna  

to restore their 2015 nuclear deal, they have yet to finalise an agreement that for months has oscillated 

between being within grasp and elusive. The direct and indirect negotiations in the Austrian capital 

were put on “pause” by the European Union’s coordinator a month ago as multilateral issues were all 

but resolved and the text for an agreement was almost final. 

Source: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/4/6/can-iran-and-the-us-finalise-their-nuclear-talks  
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3. “You have to decide what’s more important: uranium enrichment or Iranian enrichment,” said Ali 

Vaez, an expert at the International Crisis Group and a proponent of a deal who believes there is a 50-

50 chance of a new pact being sealed. “If you are more concerned about uranium enrichment, then this 

deal is better than the alternative. If you are more concerned about Iranian enrichment, then you would 

argue for a no-deal scenario.” 

Source: https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/04/05/iran-nuclear-deal-russia-ukraine/ 

 

4. Nearly 15 months into Joe Biden’s presidency, the US, Iran, and other world powers are close to 

resurrecting the 2015 deal that ensured Iran’s civilian nuclear program could not develop weapons-

grade uranium. April 6 marks the one-year anniversary of Iran negotiating there indirectly with the US 

and directly with the five other original signatories (China, France, Germany, Russia, and the United 

Kingdom). This week, Iran said it would return to the negotiating table only to “finalize” a renewed 

deal. 

Source: https://www.vox.com/23002229/return-iran-nuclear-deal-vienna-explained 

 

5. The IAEA has long said Iran had so far provided unsatisfactory answers to its questions. However, in 

early March, the IAEA announced a plan for talks. Rafael Grossi, the IAEA chief, said in February 

that he hoped to provide his conclusions in time for the Board of Governors meeting, which kicks off 

on June 6. Washington and Iran have spent the last eleven months engaged in dialogue in Vienna to 

revive the JCPOA, though talks have stalled.  

Source: https://frontline.thehindu.com/dispatches/iran-nuclear-documents-handed-over-to-un-

body/article38469769.ece 

 

6. Iran has handed over documents related to outstanding issues to the U.N. nuclear watchdog, Iranian 

nuclear chief Mohammad Eslami said on Wednesday, as Tehran demands closure of the agency’s 

investigation into uranium particles found at three undeclared sites. 

Source: https://www.fxempire.com/news/article/iran-nuclear-chief-says-tehran-has-given-documents-

about-outstanding-issues-to-iaea-960192 

 

7. The world must pressure Iran to stop advancing its nuclear program in the absence of a deal, Defense 

Minister of Israel Benny Gantz said on Wednesday, in a briefing to ambassadors from 80 countries. 

Since August, Gantz said, “Iran increased its 60% enriched uranium from 10 kg to 50 kg. It continues 

to bury its [nuclear] means in underground hiding places and installed another cascade in Fordow.”  

Source: https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-703389 

 

8. Iran has moved all its machines that make centrifuge parts from its mothballed workshop at Karaj to 

its sprawling Natanz site just six weeks after it set up another site at Isfahan to make the same parts, 

the U.N. nuclear watchdog said on Wednesday. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/iran-moves-equipment-making-centrifuge-parts-

natanz-iaea-says-2022-04-06/ 

 

9. Pyongyang is ignoring US overtures for talks and could be planning its first nuclear weapon test in 

nearly five years for its April 15 holiday, the State Department's top North Korea envoy said 

Wednesday. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/us-envoy-says-north-korea-could-hold-nuclear-test-on-

coming-anniversary-469120 
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UN REFORMS 

 

 

 

1. China is reportedly developing an advanced artificial intelligence system that could turn low-cost 

commercial satellites already orbiting the Earth into potent spy platforms. Reports suggest that it may 

have a success rate roughly seven times greater than existing technology.  

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/china-plans-to-turn-its-satellites-into-spy-fighter-jets/ 

 

2. Contracts between China's top state-owned shipbuilding firm and Taiwan's leading shipping company 

are likely lowering the costs of upgrading China's navy, posing security concerns for the island claimed 

by Beijing, a U.S. think tank said on Thursday. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/china-shipbuilding-taiwan-firm-likely-aiding-

chinese-navy-build-up-us-think-tank-2022-04-07/ 

 

3. Sri Lanka must urgently seek funds from multilateral lenders and aim to restructure a debt payment due 

in July, its outgoing finance minister said on Thursday, pleading for political stability amid the 

country's worst economic crisis in decades. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/sri-lanka-cenbank-chief-take-office-no-takers-

finmin-job-sources-2022-04-07/ 

 

4. Dozens of Chinese firms have built software that uses artificial intelligence to sort data collected on 

residents, amid high demand from authorities seeking to upgrade their surveillance tools, a Reuters 

review of government documents shows. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-uses-ai-software-improve-its-surveillance-

capabilities-2022-04-08/ 

 

5. Hong Kong's most prominent democracy activists have disappeared from view as their prosecution 

under a security law drags into its second year, with lawyers and family members warning the 

defendants are losing faith in the courts. 

Source: https://www.wionews.com/world/hong-kong-activists-fade-from-view-as-national-security-

case-drags-469025 

 

6. Speaking to the Institute of International and European Affairs (IIEA), the deputy special envoy of the 

UN for Afghanistan, Mette Knudsen, called the decision over the ban of girls' schools "discriminatory," 

saying that its impact will deeply affect the future generation in “terms of literacy and numeracy and 

will contribute to the cycle of poverty.” 

Source: https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-177470 

 

7. The European parliament members in a statement on Thursday expressed their deep concerns over the 

ban on education for girls above grade 6 in Afghanistan, and said the situation of women and girls in 

the country is "steadily deteriorating." 

Source: https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-177479 

 

8. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) once again expressed concern over 

the current situation of women and children in Afghanistan. 
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 The organization tweeted that women and children in Afghanistan are bearing the brunt of the 

country's humanitarian crisis. 

Source: https://tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan-177456 

 

9. The UN Assistant Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) called the ban on girls’ access to education 

“shocking” and said Afghanistan is the only country where girls are being denied access to education.  

Source: https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-177457 

 

10. A video being circulated on social media shows Afghan refugees being harassed and tortured in Iran. 

Afghan refugees in Iran complained over their deteriorated condition, saying they have been facing 

harassment there. Many of them lack legal documents, including visas. 

Source: https://tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan-177468 
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