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Taliban’s extremist implementation of sharia law 

1. Afghan women's public space is shrinking as the Taliban expands its curbs, as per IslamicLaw.The group is reimposing draconian 

restrictions, particularly against women, reminiscent of their previous regime. The ministry, which replaced the Afghan Ministry of 

Women Affairs, prohibited women from travelling more than 72 kilometres (45 miles) without the company of a close male relative. 

This restriction was expanded last week to include international travel, and several solo female travellers were reportedly barred from 

boarding flights. Similar bans were also imposed in several healthcare facilities across the country, prohibiting women from seeking 

medical attention without the presence of a mahram. 

SOURCE:  https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/4/6/are-the-taliban-returning-to-their-harshest-ruling  

 

2. Afghanistan's Taliban rulers recently announced a ban on the cultivation of drugs, including opium, in the country. It is worth noting 

that Afghanistan accounts for roughly 90% of global production. The Taliban's interim government, acting on the orders of its 

supreme leader, has also stated that anyone found violating the orders will be dealt with according to Islamic law. If cultivators grow 

poppy, they will be imprisoned and their crops will be burned, according to a Taliban spokesperson. After regaining control of 

Afghanistan about nine months ago, the Taliban faced intense pressure from its neighbours, including Russia, China, and Iran, to 

impose a total ban on its harvest. 

SOURCE:  https://newsable.asianetnews.com/world/why-taliban-banned-opium-cultivation-in-afghanistan-r9x37b  

 

3. PAS is relying on the Taliban to improve its Islamic image, according to Bukit Aman's counter-terrorism chief, Normah Ishak. In a 

webinar titled "Next Generation Afghan Alumni?" "Assessment from Southeast Asia," Normah said, referring to PAS's praise of the 

Taliban's takeover of Afghanistan following the withdrawal of US troops from the country in August last year. Netizens criticised 

PAS' stance on the militant movement's takeover of Afghanistan, citing the Taliban's extremist views and discrimination against 

religious minorities and women. 

SOURCE:   https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2022/04/06/pas-banking-on-taliban-to-improve-islamic-image-

says-bukit-amans-counterterrorism-chief/  

 

4. The Afghan media sector is on the verge of bankruptcy. According to a DW Akademie study, as journalists face repression under 

Taliban rule, the entire media sector is now collapsing. Few weeks after seizing power, the Taliban restricted media coverage. Taliban 

authorities issued "11 Rules for Journalism" in September 2021. The rules, which are vaguely worded, are deemed extremely 

dangerous because they can be used as a pretext to prosecute journalists. Another directive issued by the Taliban in November 2021 
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prohibited the broadcast of films that are "against Islamic or Afghan values," as well as soap operas and dramas starring female 

actors. Furthermore, the Taliban's directive mandates that female television journalists wear the hijab. 

SOURCE:   https://www.dw.com/en/afghan-media-sector-faces-economic-collapse/a-61327013  

 

5. The Taliban's fractured leadership and the uncertainty that is creeping in with the implementation of Sharia Law. A U-turn on female 

education jeopardises international legitimacy and the recovery of the economy. Anbaren, a daring and ambitious 16-year-old, was 

born during a period of optimism in Afghanistan. Her life plans were as well-organized as the room she shares with her older sister. 

She had ambitions to study computer science in Washington, D.C., with her best friend, despite a rigorous schedule of school and 

extracurricular classes to prepare for the exams required to enter public universities. 

SOURCE:    https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/The-Big-Story/Dark-futures-Afghanistan-s-women-reel-from-Taliban-school-ban  

 

Promotion of radicalism in Pakistan: HR violations of minorities in Pakistan : Steps taken in the world against Pakistan’s radicalism   

1. The Taliban were educated in madrassas set up by Islamabad.' Experts believe Pakistan supports Islamism in Afghanistan in order to 

undermine Pashtun separatism at home. Pakistan, Afghanistan's neighbour, was the first to recognise the Taliban as the country's 

government. According to Zubaida Akbar, an Afghan human rights activist based in Washington, this time, while Pakistan has not 

officially recognised the Taliban government, it is lobbying for its acceptance in the international arena. "Pakistan advocates for 

Taliban recognition on a global scale." "They act as the Taliban's spokesperson," Akbar explained. 

SOURCE:    https://themedialine.org/by-region/pakistan-supports-islamism-in-afghanistan-to-undermine-pashtun-separatism-at-

home-experts-say/  

 

2.  Tahira Abdullah, a human rights activist and defender, discusses the human rights situation in Pakistan in the midst of a political 

crisis. According to Abdullah, women and religious minorities in Pakistan continue to face violence, discrimination, and persecution, 

while the government does little to protect them. 

SOURCE:   https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2022-04-06/pakistan-s-human-rights-situation-amid-political-turmoil-video  

 

3. Many female passengers who use the Lahore metro buses on a regular basis have complained about male passengers' misbehaviour 

and harassment. College and university students, as well as working men, are among the male passengers who enter female 

compartments to bother/harass women. Unfortunately, the other passengers are merely bystanders who do nothing to assist the 

women. Even when female passengers complain to platform guards, the guards casually suggest that they are outnumbered by the 
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boys and thus fail to protect the female passengers. The harassment or abuse of women is not limited to metro buses, and more 

widespread measures to protect women in various public domains across the country are required.  

SOURCE:     https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2022/04/05/exploitation-of-women-in-public-transport/  

 

4. On Tuesday, the handcuffed bodies of a young man and a teenage girl were discovered in a canal in Gujranwala, in what appeared 

to be an honour killing. The incident occurred in the Saddr police limits, near the Canal View area. The youth was thought to be 20 

years old, while the girl was thought to be in her sixteenth year. When the rescue teams fished them out of the canal, their bodies 

were handcuffed. 

SOURCE:        https://pakobserver.net/handcuffed-bodies-of-youth-teen-girl-recovered/  

 

5.  The recent murder of an infant by her father in Pakistan's Punjab province may have surprised many, but critics argue that it should 

not have, given that the country ranks 153rd out of 156 on the Gender Gap Index. In Pakistan, newborn girls continue to face 

existential threats. 

SOURCE:       https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/newborn-girls-still-face-existential-threats-in-pakistan20220406114822/  

 

6. Baltistan residents protested in Skardu against the Pakistan administration for illegal and coercive land acquisition by government 

institutions, demanding the return of their rightful property. The population feels threatened by Pakistan's government's unilateral 

decisions. 

SOURCE:     https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/natives-of-baltistan-protests-against-pakistan-administration-over-forceful-

land-acquisition20220406173443/  

 

7.  As Pakistan grapples with an unprecedented political crisis, the country's spiralling instability is set to have ramifications all over, 

particularly in the illegally occupied regions. Favoritism has not only hampered career advancement, but has also pushed people to a 

point where they feel discriminated against. 

SOURCE:      https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/pok-gilgit-baltistan-stare-at-more-suffering-as-pakistan-plunges-into-

political-crisis20220406171236/  

 

8. The Chief Law Officer of Sindh expressed his helplessness in the face of the government and bureaucracy, which created obstacles 

in enforcing the rules, making it difficult to secure employment for a visually impaired citizen under the blind quota. Sindh Salman 

Talib-ud-Din, Advocate General, stated that he had made every effort. He asked the court to issue the directive to the Deputy 

Commissioner because he was powerless, and he added that if this situation persists, the citizen will be denied his due rights for 

another year. 
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SOURCE:      https://tribune.com.pk/story/2351198/red-tape-halts-blind-citizens-right-to-employment  

 

9.  Learning losses are becoming more common in Pakistan. Fourteen percent of school-age children in Lahore's rural districts are not 

attending school, a 5% increase from the nine percent of out-of-school children recorded in 2019. The gender gap in learning persists, 

with boys outperforming girls (ages 5 to 16) in literacy and numeracy skills. 54% of boys and 51% of girls can read at least a few 

sentences in Urdu. 

SOURCE:   https://www.dawn.com/news/1683634/number-of-out-of-school-children-in-punjab-up-by-5pc-report  

 

10.   Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan's decision to dissolve parliament on Sunday rather than face a no-confidence vote that could 

remove him from power effectively deprives Pakistanis of the right to choose their government. Khan's manoeuvre has been 

condemned by legal experts, journalists, and human rights organisations as an assault on the country's democracy. The Supreme 

Court of Pakistan, which heard the case on April 3, is now the only constitutional body with the authority to rule on the legality of 

the government's dissolution. 

SOURCE:      https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/04/05/constitutional-coup-threatened-pakistan   

 

11.  On Wednesday, Hillel Neuer, Executive Director of United Nations Watch, urged the 2022 Geneva Summit for Human Rights and 

Democracy to expel Pakistan and others from the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) for their involvement in the 

Ukraine invasion, human rights violations, and terrorism. 

SOURCE:    https://www.aninews.in/news/world/europe/un-watchs-neuer-urges-geneva-summit-to-expel-russia-china-pakistan-

from-unhrc20220406153150/  

 

Positive stories on steps taken against radical Islam 

1. A senior member of a banned hardline Muslim group was sentenced to three years in prison for terrorism offences by an Indonesian 

court. According to critics, the sentence was far too lenient in light of the gravity of the crime committed. Munarman, 53, is a former 

secretary-general of the now-outlawed Islamic Defenders Front, a group responsible for inciting violence against religious minorities, 

including Christians. He, like many Indonesians, goes by only one name.  

SOURCE:    https://www.ucanews.com/news/indonesia-jails-hardline-muslim-for-terrorism-offenses/96802  
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2.  One terrorist was killed in an encounter in J-Awantipora, K's and an operation is currently underway. According to police, one 

terrorist was killed in an encounter between security forces and terrorists in the Tral area of Jammu and Kashmir's Awantipora district 

on Wednesday. 

SOURCE:     https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ani/one-terrorist-killed-in-encounter-in-j-k-s-awantipora-operation-

underway-122040600165_1.html  

 

3.  On Tuesday, Iraq's Parliament Speaker Mohammed al-Halbousi and his deputy, Hakim al-Zamli, met with a Danish delegation from 

the NATO Parliamentary Assembly led by its chairman, Mads Fuglede. They discussed the significance of future relations as well 

as methods of combating all forms of extremism and terrorism. Halbousi stated that the meeting focused on bilateral ties between 

Iraq and Denmark in particular, and all NATO member countries in general, as well as strengthening cooperation to combat terrorism 

in areas designated by the Iraqi government. For his part, Zamli regarded Iraq's stability as a critical factor in maintaining Middle 

Eastern stability. 

SOURCE:     https://english.aawsat.com/home/article/3575571/iraq-nato-discuss-means-confront-terrorism-maintain-regional-

stability  

 

4.  The Treasury Department is seeking input from the insurance industry on a terrorism risk insurance programme. The FIO is looking 

for feedback on the "current state of the cyber insurance market, including the scope of coverage available, the availability and 

affordability of such coverage, and the effect of ransomware-related losses on the market," terrorism risk insurance issues presented 

by cyber-related losses and the program's impact on such exposures, including perspectives on cyber-related terrorism losses included 

within TRIP, and the availability of reinsurance or capital markets support. The FIO also suggests that it would consider changes to 

TRIA or TRIP that would "encourage the purchase of insurance for cyber-related losses arising from terrorist acts as defined under 

TRIA." 

SOURCE:      https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=23fbee88-cf20-4778-a3bf-77455bc13c77  

 

5. The Japanese government has pledged to donate 4.6 million US dollars in border control and monitoring equipment to Mozambique 

to aid in the fight against terrorism in the northern provinces of Cabo Delgado and Niassa, as well as in the country's coastal regions. 

To that end, Mozambique's Foreign Minister, Veronica Macamo, and Japan's Ambassador to Mozambique, Kimura Hajime, signed 

an agreement on Monday in Maputo for the donation of equipment such as radio transmitters, computers, and scanners that will aid 

in the fight against terrorism. 

SOURCE:     https://allafrica.com/stories/202204060520.html  
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6.  Why Do We Need More Extremism Experts in Courts and the Media? At a time when far-right domestic extremism is the most 

dangerous terrorist threat, extremism experts are needed to strengthen legal cases and improve media coverage.The threat of far-right 

domestic extremism is particularly acute in the United States. Despite the fact that foreign extremists "pose the most persistent and 

lethal threat" to the United States, according to no less than the Department of Homeland Security, US intelligence has largely focused 

on monitoring the threats of foreign extremists since 9/11. As a result, there is a lack of intelligence as well as prevention measures 

against domestic right-wing extremism. To make matters worse, the mainstream media in the United States tends to downplay or 

even ignore the movement and media spaces that radicalise so many people into far-right extremism.  

SOURCE:      https://rantt.com/why-we-need-more-extremism-experts-in-courtrooms-and-media  
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