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1. Iran has pledged to continue the talks on reviving the 2015 nuclear deal until its 

"national interests are completely and comprehensively protected", official media 

reported. The remarks were made by Ali Bahadori-Jahromi, spokesman of the 

Iranian government, in response to talk that the US is close to admitting the failure 

of the Vienna nuclear talks, reports Xinhua news agency. 

Source: https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/iran-govt-vows-to-

continue-nuclear-talks-until-interests-protected-122050200266_1.html 

 

 

 

 

MISSILES/ BIO WEAPONS 

 

 

1. The former editor of China’s state-owned Global Times has called for Beijing to 

undertake airstrikes against Pakistan-based militants, who have been increasingly 

targeting Chinese nationals in the country in recent years. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/surgical-strikes-on-pakistan-chinas-action-on-pak-

based-militants/ 

 

2. Ukraine requests US for F-15, F-16 fighters to challenge powerful Russian fleet of 

Su-35 jets. Kyiv’s inadequate air strength has been blamed on its aging fleet of 

fighter planes, pilot shortages, and air bases that are highly exposed to missile 

attacks. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/ukraine-f-15-f-16-fighters-russian-fleet-of-su-35-

jets/ 

 

3. On Monday, Ukraine claimed that its Bayraktar TB2 unmanned aerial vehicles 

(UAV) destroyed two Russian patrol boats near Snake Island in the Black Sea.  

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/bayraktars-are-working-ukrainian-commander-

exults-after-tb2-drones/ 

 

4. American-made M777 lightweight artillery, German-origin Pzh 2000 Self-Propelled 

Howitzers (SPH) coming from the Netherlands, and the Gepard tracked anti-aircraft 

gun system are some of the platforms on their way or already reached Ukraine. 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/iran-govt-vows-to-continue-nuclear-talks-until-interests-protected-122050200266_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/iran-govt-vows-to-continue-nuclear-talks-until-interests-protected-122050200266_1.html
https://eurasiantimes.com/surgical-strikes-on-pakistan-chinas-action-on-pak-based-militants/
https://eurasiantimes.com/surgical-strikes-on-pakistan-chinas-action-on-pak-based-militants/
https://eurasiantimes.com/ukraine-f-15-f-16-fighters-russian-fleet-of-su-35-jets/
https://eurasiantimes.com/ukraine-f-15-f-16-fighters-russian-fleet-of-su-35-jets/
https://eurasiantimes.com/bayraktars-are-working-ukrainian-commander-exults-after-tb2-drones/
https://eurasiantimes.com/bayraktars-are-working-ukrainian-commander-exults-after-tb2-drones/


3 May 

 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/leopard-tanks-2000-howitzers-can-ukraine-save-

donbass-from-russia/ 

 

5. Eight Chinese naval vessels, including an aircraft carrier, passed between islands in 

Japan's southern Okinawa chain on Monday, Japan's defence ministry said in a news 

release. 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/chinese-carrier-sails-through-

waters-near-okinawa-japan-says-2022-05-03/  

 

6. For the first time, the US Air Force Safety Center disclosed how the Automatic 

Ground Collision Avoidance System (AGCAS) saved an F-22 Raptor and its pilot in 

2020. The software had previously saved the Raptor and its pilots in two other 

incidents, according to reports. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/f-22-disaster-averted-usaf-credits-agcas-for-

saving-an-crashing/ 

 

7. The US Air Force Research Laboratory (AFRL) announced the successful firing 

trials of its new air-launched maritime strike experiment, known as ‘Quicksink’, 

which for the first time, destroyed a full-scale surface vessel in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/bang-on-f-15-eagles-demonstrate-prowess-to-hit-

a-fast-moving-warship/ 

 

8. An updated version of the US Congressional report on the Chinese PLA’s Navy 

modernization had admitted that China has the most warships in the world, and its 

continued capability enhancement poses a danger to the US Navy’s control of the 

Western Pacific. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/us-navy-at-its-weakest-ever-in-a-possible-conflict-

with-china/ 

 

9. Instead of replacing numerous older F-15C/D Eagle fighters with the newer, more 

capable F-15EXs, the Air Force will replace the older F-15s with remotely piloted 

drones or nothing at all in case the drones weren’t feasible. The retirement of 

existing aircraft would lead to a glaring deficit of about 400 fighter jets in the USAF. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/1st-fighter-jet-to-host-hypersonic-missiles-us-air-

force/ 

 

10. The United States Air Force (USAF) anticipates that the prospective Next 

Generation Air Dominance (NGAD) sixth-generation aircraft, which lawmakers 

have criticized for various factors, will cost hundreds of millions of dollars each tail. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/new-aetp-engines-expected-to-provide-higher-

range-acceleration/ 
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11. The US Air Force let out a shocker earlier this month as it decided on cutting down 

the number of F-15EX Eagle II aircraft that it intended to buy in the long term — 

from 144 to 80. However, there is a twist in the narrative. The F-15EX Eagle II 

could now become the first aircraft that would fire the United States’ hypersonic 

missile. 

Source: https://eurasiantimes.com/1st-fighter-jet-to-host-hypersonic-missiles-us-air-

force/ 

 

 

 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION 

 

 

1. Western officials have largely lost hope the Iran nuclear deal can be resurrected, 

sources familiar with the matter said, forcing them to weigh how to limit Iran’s 

atomic program even as Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has divided the big powers. 

Source: https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2022/05/02/Analysis-Iran-

nuclear-deal-near-death-but-West-not-ready-to-pull-plug 

 

2. The agreement to curb Iran’s nuclear program — the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 

Action, signed in 2015 but abandoned by the US in 2018 — appeared on the brink of 

revival in early March after lengthy talks in Vienna. However, Tehran brought 

progress to a halt by demanding that the US remove the Islamic Revolutionary Guard 

Corps from its official list of Foreign Terrorist Organizations. 

Source: https://www.arabnews.com/node/2074796/middle-east 

 

3. China remains committed to playing a constructive role in resolving the North Korea 

nuclear issue, Beijing's Korean affairs envoy said on Tuesday, a week after the North 

vowed to develop its nuclear forces "at the fastest possible speed". 

Source: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/china-envoy-vows-play-

constructive-role-amid-tensions-korean-peninsula-2022-05-03/ 

 

 

 

UN REFORMS 

 

 

 

1. Netizens on Tuesday (May 3) claimed that the 'IT director' detained in China on charges 

of subversion of state and colluding with outside forces is billionaire Alibaba founder 

Jack Ma. The speculation started after the Hangzhou state security bureau confirmed 

that the name of the man arrested, for trying to split the country, ends with ''Ma.'' 

https://www.wionews.com/world/netizens-claim-it-director-detained-in-china-on-
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charge-of-subversion-of-state-is-jack-ma-475981 

 

2. Bill Gates, the billionaire founder of Microsoft, has cautioned that the world hasn't yet 

seen the worst of the Covid pandemic. The tech billionaire and philanthropist said he 

didn't want to sound pessimistic, but cautioned that a 'even more transmissive and lethal' 

form could emerge. 

https://www.wionews.com/world/we-havent-seen-the-worst-bill-gates-warns-of-an-

even-more-fatal-covid-19-variant-475929 

 

3. China's police presence under a new security pact will boost the capabilities of the 

Solomon Islands but they will not use techniques seen in Hong Kong, the Pacific island 

country's top diplomat to Australia said in a radio interview on Monday. 

https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/solomon-islands-supervise-chinese-police-

operating-there-official-2022-05-02/ 

 

4. Beijing is concerned about the tense situation on the Korean peninsula, China's Korean 

affairs envoy said as he arrived for talks in Seoul this week, adding that both the 

symptoms and root cause of tensions needed to be addressed. 

https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/beijing-concerned-with-rising-north-korea-

tensions-envoy-says-seoul-2022-05-02/  

 

5. Chinese regulators held an emergency meeting with domestic and foreign banks to 

discuss how they could protect China's overseas assets from U.S.-led sanctions similar 

to those imposed on Russia after its invasion of Ukraine, The Financial Times reported, 

citing people familiar with the discussion. 

https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-discusses-protecting-assets-us-sanctions-

with-banks-ft-2022-05-01/ 

 

6. Mining companies in South Africa have resorted to trucking coal to ports to meet a 

surge in European demand since the war in Ukraine started, bypassing the deteriorating 

rail infrastructure they blame for billions of dollars in lost revenue. 

https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/south-african-coal-miners-turn-trucks-rail-service-

deteriorates-2022-05-03/ 

 

7. Armed gangs who kidnapped dozens of passengers in an attack on a train in northern 

Nigeria are using civilians as human shields, making it difficult for the military to carry 

out a rescue mission, President Muhammadu Buhari said on Monday. 

https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/nigeria-train-kidnappers-using-victims-human-

shields-president-2022-05-02/ 

 

8. U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on Sunday urged debt relief for African 

countries and more investment to help their economies recover from the COVID-19 
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pandemic and weather the impacts of the Ukraine war. 

https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/un-chief-calls-debt-relief-post-covid-investment-

w-africa-trip-2022-05-01/  

 

9. China Central Television reported that a Shanghai resident was mistakenly taken to the 

Shanghai Xinchangzheng Welfare Hospital morgue in Putuo district while the person 

was still alive. The incident has caused a great deal of anger among the Chinese people. 

https://www.wionews.com/world/chinese-man-declared-dead-by-shanghai-nursing-

home-found-alive-in-morgue-watch-475996 

 

10. The United States wants the opposing sides involved in conflict in Ethiopia to advance a 

negotiated ceasefire and for essential services to be restored in the Tigray region, U.S. 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on Friday. 

https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/us-urges-restoration-essential-services-ethiopias-

tigray-2022-04-29/ 

 

11. North Korean leader Kim Jong Un on Monday vowed to boost his nuclear weapons 

program and said the weapons could be used “in any situations of warfare” as he 

observed a massive military parade that showed off Pyongyang’s intercontinental 

ballistic missiles (ICBMs), state media reported. 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/korea/parade-04262022200445.html 

 

12. The United States does not believe that there is a threat of Russia using nuclear weapons 

despite a recent escalation in Moscow's rhetoric, a senior US defense official said on 

Friday. 

Source: https://www.jpost.com/international/article-705496 

 

13. Tibetan exile leader Penpa Tsering has wrapped up his first official visit to Washington 

D.C. with a meeting on Thursday with House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and other 

congressional leaders and public talks scheduled for Friday evening. 

Source: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/tibet/wraps-04292022133602.html 

 

14. Taiwan's Defense Ministry on Tuesday said deliveries of shoulder-fired Stinger anti-

aircraft missiles could be delayed, saying they were pressing the United States to deliver 

on schedule as the war in Ukraine pressures supplies. 

https://www.jpost.com/international/article-705735 

 

15. Local sources in Ghor province say the Taliban have arrested Mohammad Uthman 

Malekzadeh, the former commander of local forces in Tiwara district, and his nephew 

Zalmai Malekzadeh. 

Source: https://twitter.com/Etilaatroz/status/1520008230457511937 
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