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uncil agenda prioritises Ukraine
and Russia assets
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The Council’s forward look placed Ukraine
support, frozen Russian assets, and EU
defence integration at the heart of
September’s agenda. Officials highlighted
debates on repurposing Russian reserves,
deepening defence  cooperation, and
maintaining unity. This schedule
underscored Europe’s enduring external
challenges and institutional efforts to
preserve strategic credibility. (2.9.25)
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European Commission President
Ursula Von Der Leyen along with
other European Leaders gathered in
Paris to discuss security guarantees
for Ukraine, including the possible

deployment of troops for aid. ( 4.9.25)
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Poland warns EU over “a

Stream 2” deal

Former Polish agriculture minister
likened the EU-Mercosur trade
agreement to a food-security “pipeline,”
warning it could undermine European
farmers by  creating dangerous
dependency and destabilising
agricultural governance across the bloc.
(5.9.25)
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Lawyers ~and advocacy networks
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submitted formal requests that EU
institutions legally assess sanctions
under European law. Their appeal
increased pressure on Brussels to
translate  political ~ concerns  into
enforceable measures. It demonstrated
orowing reliance on legal tools within
governance to address international
crises, beyond political rhetoric ( 8.9.25)
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Diplomatic outreach intensifies across

EU ambassadors engaged foreign ministries
across member states, debating collective

responses to Gaza. National differences
complicated prospects for wunity, but
consultations underscored determination
to maintain engagement. This diplomacy
revealed governance under  strain,
balancing competing domestic positions
with expectations for credible European
international action in volatile conflicts. (
9.9.25 )
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In her address, the EU Commission
President called for bold EU self-
reliance amid rising global threats. She
pledged stronger support for Ukraine,
new sanctions on Russia, and steps to
assert Europe’s role in trade and
security.

(10.9.25)

Von der Leyen declares Europe’s “independence
moment” in State of the Union
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The European = Parliament  voted

overwhelmingly for a  resolution
demanding ceasefire, aid access, and
hostages’ release. While symbolic, it
strengthened pressure on the Council and
Commission. It reinforced parliamentary
activism in foreign policy, showing how
governance institutions shape the EU's
external image during international crises.
(11.9.25)
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Eastern border defence discussions
advance

Defence ministers focused on counter-
drone systems and layered air defence
along the eastern flank, citing Russian-
Belarusian exercises as a warning. These
discussions illustrated how external
security threats influence European
governance priorities, reshaping defence
policies and cooperative frameworks to
protect the Union’s eastern borders.
(12.9.25)
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A Mayer Brown legal digest highlighted
how proposed EU sanctions on Israel
and wider trade partners might
destabilise external economic
relations. The report underscored
governance complexity: balancing
foreign policy imperatives with
obligations under European law,
compliance regimes, and trade rules
binding EU’s international agreements.
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Member states divided on Israel

0.

response

Diplomatic differences deepened within
the EU. Several capitals hesitated to
endorse sweeping sanctions, citing legal
and political risks. Others pushed
stronger measures. This divergence
reflected broader governance challenges
in reaching common external positions,
testing Europe’s ability to speak with one
voice in global crises. ( 14.9.25)
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Mayer Brown’s daily review emphasised
how EU regulatory changes could disrupt
existing trade commitments. It stressed
state-aid, competition, and compliance
rules as crucial governance concerns,
directly affecting international partners.
This legal perspective illustrated how
governance reforms within Europe
influence its external relations.

(15.9.25)
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NATO and EU watch Russian

closely

Massive Russia-Belarus military
exercises heightened NATO and EU fears
about Eastern Europe’s  stability.
Observers warned of Moscow-Minsk
integration deepening. This reinforced
calls for stronger border defences,
reflecting governance demands to align
EU foreign, security, and defence policies
more effectively in light of persistent
external threats. (16.9.25)
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EU lawyers considered steps short of full
sanctions to address potential international-
law violations by Israel. Officials examined
compliance frameworks and external legal
precedents.  This cautious approach
demonstrated how governance often
defaults to technical, legalistic solutions
when political unity across member states
remains elusive.

(19.9.25)
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A leaked Commission document revealed €142
million earmarked for North African migration
projects could flow to abusive regimes. Critics
warned funds might indirectly support
sanctioned actors, undermining EU governance
credibility. The leak highlighted governance
challenges in balancing migration control with

international law compliance.
(20.9.25)
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g E Brussels pledged tighter oversight on
Q external migration-related spending after
q;) criticism. Officials admitted governance gaps
; allowed funds to risk  benefiting
K= authoritarian partners. Strengthening
3 monitoring frameworks became urgent to
y ensure EU foreign policy aligns with
E international commitments and protects the
8 Union’s credibility abroad. ( 21.9.25)
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The Mayer Brown daily highlighted legal
updates in trade and compliance affecting
EU’s external relations. It warned partners
must adapt to governance changes
reshaping regulatory standards, influencing
international agreements and cross-border
negotiations. Legal perspectives stressed
governance continuity 1n  managing
Europe’s role in global commerce. ( 22.9.25)
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Mayer Brown reported on weekly EU
regulatory developments impacting
external economic relations.
Adjustments in data, competition, and
trade  policy carried governance
implications, showing how domestic
reforms ripple across Europe’s global
partnerships. Such updates illustrate
law’s central role in shaping EU foreign
policy credibility. ( 23.9.25)
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Eastern EU states and Ukraine held talks
on building a “drone wall” with shared
counter-drone systems. Officials
stressed joint governance of border
defence, highlighting Europe’s shift
towards cooperative responses to hybrid
threats from Russia and non-state actors.
(24.9.25)
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The Council’'s published forward look
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debate

confirmed {frozen Russian central-bank
reserves would dominate upcoming
summits. EU leaders debated whether to
mobilise assets for Ukraine without outright
seizure, weighing governance, legality, and
geopolitical implications. This issue defined
late-September’s international policy focus.
(26.9.25)

Council highlights frozen Russian assets
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EU officials examined options to convert
frozen Russian reserves into loans or
collateral to fund Ukraine. While not
formal  seizure, this governance
innovation tested legal frameworks and
diplomatic unity, showing how Europe
navigates complex economic tools in
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Mayer  Brown  highlighted  how
enforcement gaps in new EU rules could
affect external trade partners.
Compliance difficulties were seen as
governance challenges, revealing
Europe’s struggle to align domestic
regulation with international obligations
and maintain predictability for global
stakeholders. ( 28.9.25)
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The European Environment Agency
report urged stronger EU governance
and international partnerships to tackle
climate and biodiversity crises. It framed
environmental threats as security
concerns, requiring Europe to build

EEA warns of climate threats, urges

alliances beyond borders to safeguard
resilience and credibility.
(29.5.25)
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EU leaders meet ambassadors; Gaza and
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Ukraine domina

European Council and Commission
leaders hosted ambassadors in Brussels,
with Gaza and Ukraine topping the
agenda. The meeting reflected Europe’s
governance  struggles to  balance
diplomatic credibility with internal
consensus, setting the stage for October’s

high-level summits.
(30.9.25)
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