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THE EVIAN TIGHTROPE:
INDIA’'S MULTI-ALIGNMENT FRAMEWORK
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Visualizing the
Dual-Axis Framework

To understand India's position at VISUALIZING THE DUAL-AXIS FRAMEWORK
the Evian Summit, one must first India's Muiti-Alignment Strategy

vi?uallze the c:lon?plex web‘ of multi- Emms
alignment. This infographic breaks

down the core conflict New Delhi “@;‘ <y A iyt
successfully navigated: balancing Aaia)
vital G7 technology and security m* E!.w.cmum
A . . - = (INSTC, Chabahas,
pacts with essential continental Partnerships ,5"“ }“* BRI Links)
energy and trade routes. % Vigh-Standars —
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Global Order Diversification
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The air inside the Palais Lumiere in
Evian-les-Bains was thick with the
scent of alpine rain and high-stakes
diplomacy. As the 52nd G7 Summit
drew to a close under the formal
banner of "Forging New Partnerships
and Rebuilding International
Solidarity,” a quiet tremor shook the
conference hallways. A provisional
Western maritime accord with Iran
had just leaked, threatening to
disrupt carefully calculated {trade
corridors.

For India, this was the exact
moment the diplomatic tightrope
became visible. Rather than reacting
defensively, New Delhi used the
summit to assert its role as a bridge
between worlds. India's
contemporary foreign policy refuses
to treat geopolitics as a binary
choice. Instead, it balances
expanding continental Eurasian ties
—anchored by BRICS, Russian
energy networks, and Central Asian
transit  routes—with  deep-tech,
maritime,

Echoes from the Summit:
Dialogue in the Corridors

The true mechanics of the Evian
summit were not found In the
scripted press conferences, but in
the private bilateral rooms
overlooking Lake Geneva. The
comprehensive visual breakdown in
the given dialogical clipart strategic
clash between Western security
demands and India's multi-aligned
commitments played out in direct
conversations between world
leaders.

During a crucial working review of
the newly proposed India-U.S.
COMPACT (Catalyzing Opportunities
for Military Partnership, Accelerated
Commerce and Technology), the
focus shifted from simple trade to
deeper technological dependencies:
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US President Trump:

"Narendra, we are making
incredible progress on this
interim trade pact. But to
unlock the full potential of
Western deep-tech transfers,
we need to see a clearer,
integrated approach to supply
chain security - especially
when it comes to regional |
tech ecosystems that overlap |
with alternative Eurasian
_networks."

"Donald, India's strategic
outlook is holistic. Our
digital public
infrastructure is open,
secure, and democratic.
But our écqnomic: growth
also relies on diverse
energy inputs and
cnntinentaf corri::iorjs. Pne
commitment does not
dilute the other; they
complement global

_ stability.! | 91

Prime Minister Modi:

. -i
India treats its partnerships as parallel avenues
serving sovereign growth - not competing loyalties
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This exchange highlights the core
challenge of the Evian tightrope.
While the West seeks a unified
technological and security alignment,
New Delhi treats its continental
Eurasian interests and its Western
G7 partnerships as separate, non-
conflicting avenues of development.

This exchange cuts to the heart of
the Evian friction point. While
Western powers push for complete
technological decoupling from
Eurasian competitors, New Delhi
treats its strategic partnerships as
separate, parallel avenues designed
to serve its own sovereign growth.

Macroeconomic Reality vs.
Geopolitical Headwinds

India's firm stance at the negotiating table is backed by economic data. According to
latest reporting from the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, India’s total combined
exports of goods and services reached an all-time record of $860.09 billion. While this
macro-level success shows significant structural resilience, a closer look at the trade
balance highlights why India cannot afford to disconnect from its Eurasian networks:

Year-on- . - -
Trade Value Year (Yoy) Strategic Driver/ Policy
Segment (USD) y Constraint
Change
Total Combined $860.09 Driven by high-growth service exports and
+4.22% T
Exports Billion software deliveries.
Merchandise $441.78 B Moderated by supply chain 1ssues and volatile
Exports Billion 8 shipping routes.
2 $18.24 : Anchored by digital services, engimeering
Services Surpl | Near-Flat y G » EBE
S R Billion I S solutions, and global back-offices.
Core  Trade  $138.89  +26.16% Dﬂ‘:‘cin oy q;?ble":;glfﬂ Splken e
Deficit Billion (Widened) e e e T b S e

machinery.

This widening core trade deficit explains Indias pragmatic reliance on continental
resource networks—such as discounted Russian crude and raw materials via the
International North-South  Transport Corridor (INSTC)—to control domestic
manufacturing costs and manage inflation.
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G7 PROPOSAL INDIA'S ALTERNATIVE VISION |

| Strict, uniform export

controls on high-end
computing to prevent
duat-use tech leakage.
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Al Safety through
“Safe-by-Design” Doctrine
Security, audit trails & ethics
embedded in model development
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~ President Macron:

is global prosperity.”

The security of sea lanes is |
non-negotiable. Regional stability "

Secure, Open Shipping Lanes
(Especially Strait of Hormuz)

~10% of Global Maritime Workforce
are Indian Seafarers

Battle for Al
ermance

The friction between Western security
frameworks and India's independent
policy was highly evident during debates
on frontier artificial intelligence
governance. At Evian, leading tech
executives, including Anthropic CEO
Dario Amodei, urged G/ heads of state
to avoid fragmenting access to large-
scale artificial intelligence models.

he G/ proposed strict, uniform export
regulations on high-end computing
components to prevent dual-use tech
from reaching Eurasian competitors.
India, however, introduced an alternative
approach. Prime Minister Modi framed
Al safety around a ‘safe-by-design
doctrine. This framework places security
controls and audit trails directly into the
model development stage, allowing mid-
tier democracies to access cutting-edge
tools for cyberdefense without facing
restrictive Western technological blocks.

By leveraging events like Vivalech in
Paris—where India participated as a
primary Al partner—New Delhi is
championing an approach built around
Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI). This
strategy helps prevent Western tech
monopolies from setting exclusive
global standards, ensuring that
developing economies retain access to
critical digital tools.




Operational
Safety & the
Maritime Axis

The strategic conversation at Evian quickly
turned to maritime security following regional
trade disruptions. During a dedicated working
group session, French President Emmanuel
Macron addressed the table:

“The stability of global trade routes cannot
depend on ad-hoc security arrangements. We
need a transparent commitment from all major
powers to uphold freedom of navigation, ensuring
that maritime chokepoints are never used for
political leverage”

Indias response reflected immediate national
interests. Indian seafarers make up roughly 10%
of the global maritime workforce. New Delhi
used the summit to directly advocate for their
safety, pushing for secure, open shipping lanes
through volatile chokepoints like the Strait of
Hormuz.
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To protect its economic security from
external disruptions, India has proposed a
permanent Maritime Contingency Task
Force (MCTF), as visualized in the bottom-
right panel. This protocol would
=" automatically deploy naval escorts for
” commercial vessels during periods of
heightened tension and offer sovereign
insurance guaraniees. This mechanism
ensures that India can protect its essential

trade routes independently, without needing

to formally join Western maritime alliances.
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Conclusion:
Balanci

oS
Continental
¢ © & & Maritime

Imperatives

The Evian Summit demonstrated that
India's foreign policy is defined by a
commitment to strategic autonomy.

New Delhi refuses to view geopolitics
as a binary choice between Western

maritime frameworks and continental

CHABMHARPORT | Chasonar & Eurasian parinerships.
ACCESS *

mﬂm | By expanding high-tech cooperation

with the United States through the

COMPACT framework, advocating for

open digital governance, and
securing alternative transit routes like
the Chabahar port network, India is
actively rewriting the rules of
engagement. As the global balance
of power continues to shift, India's
ability to successfully navigate this
strategic tightrope will remain a vital
stabilizing factor for both its
domestic economy and the broader
international order.
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