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China’s Ethnic Unity Law
Comes Into Force

China’s Ethnic Unity Law officially entered into
force amid widespread international criticism.
Discussions centred on concerns regarding
cultural assimilation, linguistic rights, religious
freedoms, minority identity, and the legislation’s
broader implications for Tibetans, Uyghurs, and
other ethnic communities within China.
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China Conducts Carrier Drills
Near Philippines

Chinese aircraft carrier operations east of the
Philippines prompted Japan to monitor regional
security developments. The exercises
underscored China’s expanding blue-water
naval capabilities and growing military
presence beyond the First Island Chain, raising
concerns over strategic stability and freedom of
navigation in the Western Pacitic.
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China-US Militaries Resume
Direct Communication

Chinese and US military officials held
constructive talks in Hawaii, stressing the
importance of maintaining communication
channels, managing operational risks, and
preventing unintended escalation. Both sides
discussed maritime and regional security issues,
reaftirming the value of military-to-military
dialogue despite broader strategic competition.
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Solomon Islands Reassesses
Security Partnerships

Solomon Islands’ new government initiated a
review of its security agreement with China
while pursuing a comprehensive treaty with

Australia. The move retflected etforts to balance
external partnerships, strengthen regional
security cooperation, and diversity strategic
engagement amid increasing geopolitical
competition in the Pacitic.
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China and South Korea Expand
Aviation Cooperation

China and South Korea agreed to expand
bilateral flight rights for the first time in seven
years. The discussions focused on improving
connectivity, boosting tourism and business
exchanges, and supporting economic recovery
while signalling gradual improvement in
bilateral relations despite continuing strategic
differences.
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Weak Chinese Demand Pressures
Iranian Oil Prices

Iranian crude traded at deeper discounts
despite tighter global supplies due to weak
Chinese demand. Market discussions centred on
China's slowing refinery purchases, shifting
energy consumption patterns, and their impact
on Iran’s export revenues and broader global oil
market dynamics.
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Taiwan and China Renew South
China Sea Maritime Standoff

Taiwanese and Chinese coast guards engaged
in renewed confrontations near a disputed
South China Sea shoal. The exchanges
highlighted competing sovereignty claims,
intensitied maritime patrols, and continued
tensions over law enforcement activities in
strategically significant waters.
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Xi-Kim Meeting Reinforces
Strategic Coordination

Xi Jinping and Kim Jong Un projected unity

and strategic confidence during high-level

talks in Pyongyang. Discussions emphasised

long-term bilateral cooperation, regional

security, economic coordination, and
resistance to external pressure while

reaffirming the enduring China-North Korea

partnership.
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China Plans Massive National Al
Infrastructure Investment

China prepared a proposed $295 billion
nationwide Al investment plan aimed at
accelerating computing infrastructure, data
centres, semiconductor development, and
artiticial intelligence innovation. The initiative
seeks to strengthen technological self-
reliance and global competitiveness amid
intensitying technology rivalry.
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Philippines Challenges Chinese
Activities at Disputed Shoal

The Philippines urged China to dismantle a
newly installed structure at a contested South
China Sea shoal, warning against further
island-building. Discussions focused on
maritime law, territorial sovereignty, regional
security, and preserving stability through
adherence to international norms.
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China’s Export Controls Threaten
Global Al Supply Chains

China’s dominance over indium phosphide
exports raised concerns about Al data centre
expansion worldwide. Discussions centred on

supply chain vulnerabilities, semiconductor

materials, export controls, and the strategic
importance of critical minerals for emerging
technologies.

o >
=)

TS




Taiwan Rejects Chinese Coast
Guard Patrols

Taiwan declared it would expel Chinese
personnel conducting unauthorised patrols
around its territory, reaffirming sovereignty

and maritime jurisdiction. The developments
reflected escalating cross-strait tensions over
law enforcement activities and competing
territorial claims.
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China Supports Economic
Coordination Before G7 Summit

China joined a Macron-led virtual meeting
advocating greater international economic
cooperation ahead of the G7 Summit.
Discussions covered trade stability, global
economic recovery, investment cooperation,
and efforts to manage growing geopolitical
and commercial tensions.
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China Sanctions Philippine
Defence Secretary

China imposed sanctions on the Philippine
Detence Secretary over remarks concerning
the South China Sea. Beijing criticised
Manila’s position on maritime disputes, further
intensifying diplomatic tensions and
reinforcing competing narratives surrounding
regional security.
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Philippines Rejects Chinese
Sanctions

The Philippine Defence Secretary dismissed
Chinese sanctions and pledged continued
opposition to Beijing's actions in disputed

waters. Discussions reaffirmed Manila’s
commitment to defending sovereignty,

strengthening regional partnerships, and
resisting coercive maritime behaviour. |
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Taiwan Launches Intelligence
Reporting Platform

Taiwan introduced a new online platform
allowing Chinese nationals to report
intelligence activities anonymously. The
initiative aims to strengthen
counterintelligence efforts, encourage
defections, and improve information
gathering amid increasing espionage
concerns across the Taiwan Strait.
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Xi Reaffirms China’s Support
for Myanmar

President Xi Jinping met Myanmar's president
in Beijing, reaffirming support for deeper
political, economic, and security cooperation.
Discussions emphasised Belt and Road
projects, border management, regional
stability, and China’s long-term strategic
interests in Myanmar.
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EU Advances Strategy to Reduce
Dependence on China

The European Union prepared legislation
promoting supply chain diversification and
strategic resilience. Discussions focused on
reducing dependence on China in critical

sectors while maintaining trade engagement
through a balanced de-risking strategy rather
than economic decoupling.
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China Tightens Indium
Export Controls

China strengthened export checks on indium
amid growing Al-related demand. Discussions
highlighted resource security, supply chain
management, strategic mineral controls, and
the geopolitical significance of critical
materials supporting semiconductor
manufacturing and advanced technologies.
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China Calls for BRICS
Cooperation on Critical Minerals

China urged BRICS members to strengthen
collaboration on strategic minerals, supply
chains, and resource security. Discussions
focused on reducing external dependencies,
enhancing industrial cooperation, and
supporting technological development across
emerging economies.
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Western Powers Express Concern
Over Chinese Patrols

The United States, United Kingdom, France,
and Germany jointly expressed concern over
increased Chinese military and coast guard
activities east of Taiwan. Discussions
emphasised regional stability, freedom of
navigation, and opposition to unilateral
actions altering the status quo.
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China and Cambodia Strengthen
Security Partnership

President Xi Jinping pledged to establish a
comprehensive security partnership with
Cambodia. Discussions covered detence

cooperation, law enforcement, infrastructure
development, regional security, and
strengthening Chinad’s strategic influence in
Southeast Asia.
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EU Pushes for Progress in
Trade Talks with China

The European Union called for concrete
outcomes in trade negotiations with China by
October. Discussions focused on market
access, industrial subsidies, frade imbalances,
investment barriers, and efforts to stabilise
bilateral economic relations while advancing
de-risking objectives.
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